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Reno New Year’s Eve Sobriety Social Powwow is Back  
And You’re Invited! 

By: Bethany Sam, RSIC Public Relations Office 

(RENO, NV.) The Reno-Sparks 

Indian Colony (RSIC) New 

Year’s Eve Sobriety Social 

Powwow is back! The powwow 

will take place this Saturday, 

December 31st, 6pm-1am at the 

RSIC Reno Gym: 34 Reserva-

tion Road, Reno, NV. You’re 

invited to come round dance the 

new year in!  

For the first time since the 

COVID-19 pandemic began, 

the RSIC is able to host this im-

portant sobriety event for the 

entire community. RSIC com-

munity members are eager to 

return to the NYE sobriety 

dance circle and the communi-

ty’s heartbeat: the drum, which 

carries the prayers of dancers 

and singers.  

With the cancellation of pow-

wows the last 2 years, it caused 

a huge hit to health and cultural 

RSIC Stock Photo—2020 Women’s March under the Reno Arch. Photo by Bethany Sam 
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 Started in the early 1980s, 

The Camp News is the 

monthly publication for the 

Reno-Sparks Indian Colony  

(RSIC) community.  The 

newsletter is produced 

monthly out of the RSIC 

Public Relations Office, and 

duplicated and distributed 

by the RSIC Administration 

Front Office. 

SEND US YOUR NEWS   

   The deadline for all print 

submissions to be consid-

ered for publication in The 

Camp News is 5 p.m., the 

second Thursday of every 

month.  

CONTACT OUR STAFF 

   E-mail your submissions 

to newsletter@rsic.org, 

bsam@rsic.org or drop off 

your photos and suggested 

articles at 34 Reservation 

Road, Reno, NV 89502.   

CIRCULATION 

   If you live outside Washoe 

County and would like to 

receive The Camp News  

via U.S. Post Office, please  

contact us with your mailing 

address. 

   If you have a problem with  

delivery, please call us  

at (775) 329-2936. 

ELECTRONIC EDITION 

   For those of you who 

would prefer to get an  

electronic version of The 

Camp News or just read it 

on-line, please see:  

www.rsic.org and PDFs  

of our publication are  

available. 

   If you have questions, call 

us at 329-2936. 

Deadlines, Mailing List 

The Camp News Profile 
Important January Dates:  
 
Dec 31st – New Years Eve Sobriety Social Powwow , RSIC Gym, Grand   
        Entry at 6pm; Community Round Dance 12am.  
        Info: 775-388-3723 
1-   Sunday, New Year’s Day. Happy New Years to You & Your  
    Family! 

2–  Monday, RSIC Admin Offices, RSTHC & Child Care CLOSED for New 
   Years Holiday!  
5-  Thursday, Thacker Pass Court Hearing! RSIC Peaceful March to  
  Federal Court from Mill and Golden Smoke Shop 2, 901 Golden  
  Lane, starts at 8am; arrive courthouse at 10am.  
6-  Friday, UNITY Youth Council Meeting at 6pm, TLC Building  
9-   Monday, Washoe County Schools Resume 
11- Wednesday, Tribal Council General Meeting at 6PM, HV Com  
  munity Room (9075 Eagle Canyon Road, Sparks, NV)  
17 Tuesday, Food Bank of Northern Nevada HV  2:30—3:30pm 
16 Monday Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
16  RSTHC Admin Offices, RSTHC, & Child Care CLOSED for Mar 
   tin Luther King Jr. Day!  
24- Tuesday, Commodity Food Distribution at RSIC, 34 Reservation 
   Rd, 8am-11:45am.  
25 Wednesday, Economic Development Meeting at 6PM, HV Com 
  munity Room (9075 Eagle Canyon Road, Sparks, NV)  

 

Please Note:  
 

- RSIC’s THPO/Cultural Resources Program’s “Wounded Souls—   
   Extracting From the Land and Our Spirits” Exhibit is open, Monday—                                                       
 Friday, 11am-6pm & Saturday’s 11am-3pm.  More Info: 775-785-1326.  
 

- Adult High School Equivalency Certificate Orientation & Pretests, 
 January 3rd-5th. Info at 775-329-6114 
 

-  Recreation’s Youth Winter Day Camp daily, until January 6th.  
 

-  Vaccine Booster Incentive Program, Deadline to apply is December   
 30th, 2023. Get application at www.rsic.org.  
 

 
COVID-19 Stockpile:  To request PPE, call Joanna Hicks at 775 560-0941 

www.rsic.org 

January 2023 Important Dates 

FOLLOW US AT: 

Find the most  up-to-date info on RSIC’s Facebook.  

If you’d like to receive RAVE Alert text messages,  

call/text 775-842-2902 or bsam@rsic.org or bharjo@rsic.org   

mailto:smontooth@rsic.org
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well-being to many. Indigenous 

people gather for powwows 

throughout North 

America to connect 

with other nations; 

sell handmade 

crafts, crafting ma-

terials and tradition-

al foods; pray, sing 

and dance; and pass 

cultural practices 

from one generation 

to the next.  

This alcohol and 

drug free event is to 

provide a sober at-

mosphere for all 

Native Americans 

and to address the stereotype 

America has portrayed Native 

Americans as drunk Indians.   

Most notably, New Year’s Eve 

is a holiday of drinking alco-

hol.   

The RSIC New Year’s Eve So-

briety Social Powwow began in 

the early 2000’s. The RSIC 

community was experiencing an 

increase in drug abuse and a 

committee was formed, the 

Drug Elimination Task Force 

(DETF). The DETF provided 

work programs for the various 

RSIC government departments. 

One of these programs became 

a notable community event, the 

Annual New Year’s Eve Pow-

Wow: A Sobriety Celebration.   

The idea behind the creation of 

the New Year’s Eve Sobriety 

Social Powwow is to honor all 

in attendance and not make it a 

competition powwow. It’s more 

of a traditional pow-

wow.  Where everyone is fed a 

meal (made by several commu-

nity members) and all dancers 

receive a gift for participating. 

Traditional powwows are not 

competition.  

Nonetheless, there will be spe-

cials and small competitions 

sponsored by individual fami-

lies. Including free raffles, so-

briety chip giveaway, Tribal 

Health Center presentations & 

more. This is so the entire com-

munity can come and partici-

pate.   

Traditionally, Native Americans 

acknowledge the New Year 2 

weeks before the modern day 

January 1st celebration; through 

the sun, mountains & stars.  The 

old ones used astronomical ob-

servations to create calendars 

and the passing of time. Cere-

monies, songs and prayers are 

held to honor the universe, as 

we are all connected!   

The Annual New Year’s Eve 

Sobriety Social Powwow 

doesn’t forget these teachings 

and honors the dancing, prayers 

and songs to heal our nations 

and continue to provide a sober, 

safe and fun event on the big-

gest drinking holi-

day of the year!  

Powwows gather 

people from all 

walks of life. The 

New Year’s Sobrie-

ty Social Powwow 

is free-family friend-

ly event. Everyone 

is invited to partici-

pate, inclusive of 

our non-native com-

munity. Let’s cele-

brate sobriety to-

gether! 

Conjointly with the 

powwow, there will vendor 

booths selling traditional native 

foods and Native American art 

such as beaded jewelry, abalone 

jewelry sets, silverwork, paint-

ings, clothing, etc…mostly 

made by Nevada tribal mem-

bers.  

This event is organized, coordi-

nated and facilitated by the 

RSIC Powwow Committee and 

in collaboration with the RSIC 

Departments and Reno-Sparks 

Tribal Health Center.  

For more information, please 

contact RSIC Powwow Com-

mittee at 775-388-3723. 

2019 NYE Powwow— Photo by: Bethany Sam 

2019 Sobriety Chip Giveaway  

Continued from page 1 
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RSIC’s Community 

Christmas Dinner at 

Reno Gym on Dec. 20th. 

Santa & Mrs. Claus 

stopped by for a visit 

with all the children and 

tribal members. Thank 

you Recreation Dept. for 

hosting such a wonder-

ful Christmas family 

dinner.  

-Photos by Bethany Sam 
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To our Wonderful Employees:  

Tis the season to let you know, that we are grateful 

for your hard work in helping this organization 

grow. Your excellent performance and dedication has 

made our Tribe what it is today. We wish you and 

your families a peaceful Holiday and a Happy New 

Year 2023!  

Respectfully,  

Chairman Arlan Melendez & RSIC Tribal Council 

 
Photos of Employee Xmas Party at the Atlantis Casino & Resort 

on December 9th. Photos by: Little Buck Harjo   
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Students, schools agree NV tuition waiver program for        

Native Americans is off to a promising start 

Republished from Nevada Current / By: Jeniffer Solis, Nevada Current Reporter 

Brian Melendez can trace his 

family history back to an en-

campment on the land where the 

Reynolds School of Journalism 

now stands, before they were 

forcibly removed to make room 

for the old Mackay Stadium.  

“Not too long ago, my great-

great-grandmother gave birth 

where the University of Nevada, 

Reno football statue is currently 

located. That hillside was once 

our people’s traditional homes,” 

said Melendez, a citizen of the 

Reno-Sparks Indian Colony, 

who advocated for a Native 

American tuition waiver for 

years. 

The construction of Nevada’s 

only land-grant university re-

quired the removal of tribes 

from their homelands and gave 

the university the right to fund 

itself through the sale of those 

unceded lands — a right it has 

to this day. 

UNR is also a stronghold for the 

accredited teaching of the 

Northern Paiute language — a 

language tribes in Nevada are 

fighting to preserve. The oppor-

tunity to achieve fluency in the 

language of the state’s original 

peoples is a particular draw for 

tribal citizens attending the uni-

versity. 

Paiute culture and language has 

been studied by academics at 

Nevada universities since the 

institutions were established, 

and countless graduate degrees 

awarded to non-tribal students 

have resulted from the use and 

study of cultural materials 

housed in Nevada’s universi-

ties.  

Still, less than 1% of tribal citi-

zens attend college in Nevada, 

let alone graduate school, says 

tribal leadership. One of the 

largest barriers is the mounting 

cost of higher education. 

So when the Nevada Legisla-

ture passed a law in late Spring 

2021 prohibiting the Nevada 

System of Higher Education 

from charging tuition to any 

Native American student who 

belongs to a federally recog-

nized tribe in Nevada or a de-

scendant of an 

enrolled mem-

ber, tribes and 

students re-

joiced. 

Native gradu-

ate students at 

UNR took to 

saying a phrase 

that summa-

rized their 

point of view 

on higher edu-

cation: While 

the bill “cannot 

decolonize the 

academy” they 

will work to 

“indigenize the 

academy.” 

The timing of 

the bill’s pas-

sage left only a few months for 

the state’s colleges and universi-

ties to implement the program 

and get the word out to Native 

American students about the 

waiver in time for the 2021-

2022 school year. During the 

first school year of implementa-

tion, $457,449 in tuition and 

fees were waived for 140 stu-

dents, according to Nevada Sys-

tem of Higher Education. 

As of October, 73 students have 

benefited from the waiver at 

UNR alone, accounting for 

about $330,000 in waived tui-

tion this year. For the 2022-23 

academic year, another 50 stu-

dents have applied for the waiv-

Continued on Page 16 

https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Division/Research/Documents/RTTL_NRS396.54495_2022.pdf
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Division/Research/Documents/RTTL_NRS396.54495_2022.pdf
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er at UNR, said Daphne Emm 

Hooper, the school’s director of 

Indigenous Relations. 

Since the waiver passed, UNR 

has seen a 13% increase in Na-

tive American undergraduate 

students and a 3% increase in 

graduate students. 

“Part of it is that we’re seeing 

more graduate students coming 

in,” Hooper said “It created ac-

cess to additional funding. 

Graduate students don’t have 

access to as much financial aid. 

The waiver applies towards 

graduate courses, I think that’s 

why we are seeing more Native 

students seeking out more ad-

vanced degrees.” 

‘This has been 

life-changing’ 

Alyssa Sweet, 20, a descendant 

of the Lovelock Paiute Tribe, is 

still an undergraduate at the 

Truckee Meadows Community 

College in Reno, Nevada. Last 

year, 24 students at the commu-

nity college benefited from tui-

tion waiver amounting to about 

$30,000 in fees waived.  

Next semester, Sweet is trans-

ferring to UNR now that she has 

more stable funding for her edu-

cational goals of becoming an 

elementary school teacher.  

“The only reason I’m able to go 

to the university is because of 

this waiver,” Sweet said. “And 

it’s because I’m Native. It 

makes me feel good about who 

I am.” 

Before the tuition waiver, Sweet 

could only afford to attend 

about two classes a semester at 

Truckee Meadows Community 

College, a story she’s seen re-

peated by other Native students. 

“Without the fee waiver I hon-

estly would have had to drop 

out this semester. I’ve been 

having a lot of financial issues 

and I can’t rely on most help,” 

Sweet said. “This has been life-

changing for me just because I 

can rely on something else, 

something I know that’s going 

to be there.” 

The process of confirming 

Sweet’s eligibility with records 

of her family’s tribal enroll-

ments has been complicated, 

she said. A lack of communica-

tion and coordination between 

higher education and tribes has 

made navigating the waivers 

requirements difficult. Still, she 

says the process led her to re-

connect with the Lovelock Pai-

ute Tribe and she’s taken steps 

to enroll as a citizen of the tribe. 

“I think that it’s really important 

for the school administration to 

have the knowledge and know 

how to help us with it or always 

have someone we can ask. I feel 

like there should be more re-

sources,” Sweet said. 

Higher education administrators 

in Nevada agree that as aware-

ness of the fee waiver grows so 

will the number of Native stu-

dents applying. 

More than one NSHE institution 

has added additional staff and 

programs to provide wrap-

around supports for Native 

American students since the tui-

tion waiver was passed.  

Native American student advo-

cate at Truckee Meadows Com-

munity College, Delina Trottier, 

is one of those newly hired 

staffers. Her outreach was the 

reason Sweet first found out 

about the tuition waiver. 

“Since August, I’ve been reach-

ing out to the Native American 

student population and encour-

aging them to look at the waiver 

and seeing if they meet the re-

quirements or if they need any 

help applying,” Trottier said. 

She’s also a student at the Uni-

versity of Nevada, Reno and a 

citizen of the Onion Lake Cree 

Nation in Saskatchewan, Cana-

da. But for the last 10 years 

she’s called Pyramid Lake in 

Nevada home. 

“One day my daughter will get 

to utilize this waiver,” Trottier 

said.  

Many Native students had some 

awareness of the tuition waiver 

through their 

Continued from  Page 13 

Continued...page 25 
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50th Annual Inter-Tribal Council of 

Nevada Conference 2022 at the 

Grand Sierra Resort Casino.  

Chokecherry Designs Fashion Show 

at Lex Night Club to include Supa-

man, PBR Bullrider Dakota Louis, 

Ray Champ & DJ Element.  

With a few of our very own RSIC 

Women Models: Alisha Numan, Stacey 

Burns, Lorri Chasing Crow, Gina 

Featherstone, Randa Deluna, Rinna 

George, Clarissa Mashburn, and RSIC 

Makeup Artist, Emily Bowman.  

Way to represent ladies!  
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own social networks, but didn’t 

know where to start or how to 

apply, said Trottier. Soon she 

was receiving steady emails 

from students seeking guidance. 

“I used to be a student at Truck-

ee Meadows and they didn’t 

have this position,” said Trotti-

er. “I was kind of timid and shy 

to even ask for help when I 

needed it. I’m trying to be that 

person I needed when I went to 

TMCC,” Trottier said.  

Connecting with tribal leaders 

and arranging information 

meetings and tours with high 

school students has helped 

bridge a gap between tribes and 

the community college, said 

Trottier. 

“There’s a lot of interest from 

the tribes,” Trottier said. 

Karin Hilgersom, the president 

of Truckee Meadows Commu-

nity College, said she hopes to 

grow the program and connect 

with more tribal nations through 

public higher education. 

“This important fee waiver also 

started a series of events over 

the past year that strengthened 

our relationship with tribes and 

their representatives. In May 

2022, I was honored to award 

Arlan Melendez, Chairman of 

the Reno-Sparks Indian Colony 

and TMCC alumnus, with our 

President’s Medal,” Hilgersom 

said. “We are proud of these 

efforts and are dedicated to 

serving all students with acces-

sible, affordable educational 

opportunities.” 

As of December, 16 students at 

the University of Nevada, Las 

Vegas have benefitted from the 

free tuition waiver. Most of 

those students are undergradu-

ates. Zack Goodwin, UNLV’s 

executive director of financial 

aid and scholarships, said he 

suspects the waiver will en-

courage more of those same 

students and others across 

Nevada to apply to eventu-

ally more costly graduate 

programs. 

We did have more people 

applying for it than we did 

in its initial year,” said 

Goodwin. “I think the word 

is pretty much out at this 

point.” 

Nevada Current is part of States 
Newsroom, a network of news 
bureaus supported by grants and 
a coalition of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Nevada Current 
maintains editorial independence. 
Contact Editor Hugh Jackson for 
ques-
tions: info@nevadacurrent.com.   
 
If you’d like to know more about 
how RSIC’s Higher Education 
Department can help you under-
stand this waiver, please contact  
Jose Sanchez, Higher Education 
Coordinator at 775-223-1402 or 
jsanchez@rsic.org.  

My husband, Eddie Martinez and I renewed 

our Wedding Vows on August 27th, 2022. 

We have been married 25 years. We would 

like to thank everyone who attended and 

thanks to all of you for the lovely gifts. A 

special thanks to Chairman Melendez for 

officiating the renewal. Everyone had a 

wonderful time dancing and eating. Thank 

you all again!  

- Lawana and Eddie Martinez  

Continued from page 16 

https://nevadacurrent.com/
mailto:info@nevadacurrent.com
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URGENT: As Court Ruling Nears, Thacker Pass Sa-
cred Sites Are Already Being Damaged 

Tribal Chairman: “It’s Our Responsibility to Protect Sacred Sites” 
By: Max Wilbert, Will Falk, Michon Eben & Bethany Sam  

(RENO, NV) - The Thacker 

Pass Lithium Mine in northern 

Nevada is headed back to Fed-

eral Court on January 5th as the 

lawsuits against the project near 

completion, but project oppo-

nents are raising the alarm that 

Lithium Nevada Corporation 

has already begun work on the 

proposed mine. 

Lithium Nevada’s workers at 

Thacker Pass have begun dig-

ging test pits, bore holes, dump-

ing gravel, building fencing, 

and installing security cameras 

where Native Americans often 

conduct ceremonies. Lithium 

Nevada also conducted “bulk 

sampling” earlier this year, and 

may be planning to dig dozens 

of new test pits across Thacker 

Pass. They are claiming this 

work is legal under previous 

permits issued over a decade 

ago. But Tribes and mine oppo-

nents, including the Reno-

Sparks Indian Colony and Sum-

mit Lake Paiute Tribe, disa-

gree.  

They point to language in the 

Final Environmental Impact 

 

thousands of years, and were 

massacred there on at least two 

occasions.  

Michon Eben, Tribal Historic 

Preservation Officer at Reno-

Sparks Indian Colony, says the 

site is incredibly important to 

Native American history. 

“Peehee Mu’huh is a sacred 

place where our ancestors lived 

and died. We still go there to 

pray, gather food and medicine, 

hunt, and teach our youth about 

the history of our people.” Eben 

and the Reno-Sparks Indian 

Colony are currently hosting an 

exhibit on the impacts of min-

ing on Native people of Nevada. 

Tribal members have stated in 

court filings that, because of the 

history of battles and massacres 

on the site, Thacker Pass is as 

significant to their culture as a 

site like Pearl Harbor is to 

Statement for the Thacker Pass 

Lithium Mine that says, 

“Authorization of [the mine] 

will terminate the [earlier per-

mits].” The Federal permit for 

Thacker Pass was approved on 

January 15th, 2021. 

Will Falk, attorney for the Reno

-Sparks Indian Colony explains: 

“Lithium Nevada told the gov-

ernment and the American pub-

lic that it would terminate the 

older permits upon BLM's ap-

proval of the Thacker Pass Pro-

ject. Now they are going back 

on their word, it appears they 

are lying to get a head start on 

building the Thacker Pass mine, 

and the BLM is allowing them 

to get away with it.” 

Thacker Pass, known as Peehee 

Mu’huh in Paiute, is a sacred 

site to regional tribes whose an-

cestors lived in the area for 

 

PeeHee Mu’huh Massacre Painting — by: Protect Thacker Pass  

https://www.protectthackerpass.org/lithium-nevada-begins-bulk-sampling-in-what-attorney-calls-a-dirty-trick/
https://www.protectthackerpass.org/former-national-park-superintendent-striking-similarities-between-thacker-pass-and-sand-creek-massacre-sites/
https://www.protectthackerpass.org/former-national-park-superintendent-striking-similarities-between-thacker-pass-and-sand-creek-massacre-sites/
https://www.rsic.org/protect-thacker-pass-protect-peehee-muhuh/
https://www.2news.com/news/reno-sparks-indian-colony-exhibit-showcases-mining-industry-impacts-on-native-peoples/article_6d5adb84-6862-11ed-9c0f-6fc902b5535d.html
https://www.2news.com/news/reno-sparks-indian-colony-exhibit-showcases-mining-industry-impacts-on-native-peoples/article_6d5adb84-6862-11ed-9c0f-6fc902b5535d.html
https://www.2news.com/news/reno-sparks-indian-colony-exhibit-showcases-mining-industry-impacts-on-native-peoples/article_6d5adb84-6862-11ed-9c0f-6fc902b5535d.html
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American history. Arlan Melen-

dez, Chairman of the Reno-

Sparks Indian Colony, under-

stands the importance of battle 

and massacre sites as both a Na-

tive American and as a U.S. 

Marine Corps veteran. 

“As tribal leaders, it’s our re-

sponsibility to protect and honor 

our sacred places,” says Melen-

dez. “Throughout US history, 

tribes have always been set up 

to lose in the US legal system 

against BLM. This Lithium 

Mine stands in the way of our 

roots and it’s violating the reli-

gious freedoms of our elders, 

our people.” 

The Reno-Sparks Indian Colony 

represents RSIC Enrolled Tribal 

Members who are descendants 

of the McDermitt Paiute & Sho-

shone Tribe or descendants of 

Paiute-Shoshone ancestors who 

prayed and lived in the area pri-

or to colonization. RSIC also 

represents its employees and 

residents who are McDermitt 

Enrolled Tribal Members.  

Falk, the Tribal attorney, says 

that Lithium Nevada’s construc-

tion activities at Thacker Pass 

are also violating tribal consul-

tation rights. 

“The Reno-Sparks Indian Colo-

ny and Summit Lake Paiute 

Tribe are still engaged in con-

sultation with the BLM about 

the September 12, 1865 massa-

cre site, a site that will be com-

pletely destroyed by Lithium 

Nevada’s mine if this project is 

built,” Falk says. “It’s hard to 

believe a government agency is 

consulting in good faith when 

they are already allowing the 

site to be harmed.” 

Shelley Harjo, a tribal member 

from the Fort McDermitt Sho-

shone Paiute Tribe and an em-

ployee of the Reno-Sparks Indi-

an Colony, has called the 

planned destruction of Thacker 

Pass “the biggest desecration 

and rape of a known Native 

American massacre site in our 

area.” 

The upcoming January 5th hear-

ing in Reno’s Federal Court-

house will be the final oral ar-

gument in the ongoing lawsuits 

against the Thacker Pass mine. 

Mine opponents are planning a 

march and rally outside. Plain-

tiffs, including the Reno-Sparks 

Indian Colony, Burns Paiute 

Tribe, four environmental or-

ganizations, and local rancher 

Edward Bartell, have alleged 

numerous violations of the law, 

and Judge Miranda Du is ex-

pected to issue her opinion in 

the case within days or weeks of 

the January 5th hearing. 

“No matter what happens in 

court on January 5th, Thacker 

Pass is being destroyed right 

now and that threat will be on-

going,” says Max Wilbert, co-

founder of Protect Thacker 

Pass. “We have to stop that.” 

Lithium Nevada claims that its 

lithium mine will be essential to 

producing batteries for combat-

ing global warming, and the 

Biden administration has previ-

ously indicated some support 

for Thacker Pass. Opponents of 

the project have called this 

“greenwashing,” arguing that 

the project would harm im-

portant wildlife habitat and cre-

ate significant pollution. They 

say that electric cars are still 

harmful to the planet. 

Thacker Pass Timeline: 

 

 January 15, 2021 — Due to 
“fast-tracked” permitting 
under the Trump Admin-
istration, the Bureau of Land 
Management releases a Rec-
ord of Decision approving 
the Thacker Pass mine less 
than a year after beginning 
the Environmental Impact 
Statement process. On the 
same day, Max Wilbert and 
Will Falk established the 
Protect Thacker Pass camp. 

 February 11, 2021 — Local 
rancher Edward Bartell files a 
lawsuit (Case No. 3:21-cv-
00080-MMD-CLB) in U.S. Dis-
trict Court alleging the proposed 
mine violates the Endangered 
Species Act by harming Lahon-
tan Cutthroat Trout, and would 

Massacre Re-enactment Photo October 2022 

Photo by: Little Buck Harjo 

Tribal Youth, Elders, Leaders  

Pray at Pee’Hee Much 

Photo by: Little Buck Harjo 

Continued from page 28…. 

Continued on page 34…. 

https://www.sierranevadaally.org/2021/01/25/green-lithium-mining-is-a-bright-green-lie-dispatches-from-thacker-pass/
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Honorable Elder & World War II Veteran, Grandma Be-

atrice Thayer, donated her flag she received from the Ha-

waii Governor Josh Green on the USS Missouri for the 

75th Pearl Harbor Anniversary on December 7th, 2020.  

Grandma Beatrice Thayer donated this flag to RSIC's 

Veteran's Memorial  at Reno-Sparks Tribal Health Cen-

ter on the 77th Pearl Harbor Anniversary December 7th, 

2022 at the age of 96 years old. You can view at the Re-

no-Sparks Tribal Health 

Center during regular busi-

ness hours.  

RSIC’s Tribal Council & 

RSIC Veteran’s Committee 

thanks Grandma Beatrice 

Thayer for her service and 

generous donation. It’s and 

honor to have you in our 

lives.  
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cause irreparable harm to 
springs, wet meadows, and wa-
ter tables. 

 February 26, 2021 — Four 
environmental organizations 
(Basin and Range Watch, Great 
Basin Resource Watch, 
Wildlands Defense, and West-
ern Watersheds Project) file an-
other lawsuit (Case No. 3:21-cv
-00103-MMD-CLB) in U.S. 
District Court, alleging that 
BLM violated the National En-
vironmental Policy Act, Federal 
Land Policy Management Act, 
and other laws in permitting the 
Thacker Pass mine. 

 June 24, 2021 — The Na-
tional Congress of American 
Indians (NCAI), the oldest and 
largest national organization of 
American Indian and Alaska 
Native tribal governments, calls 
on the Department of the Interi-
or to rescind the permits for the 
Thacker Pass project. 

 Spring and Summer 2021 — 
Rallies, protests, and prayer 
runs take place in Orovada, 
Winnemucca, Reno, Carson 
City, and at Thacker Pass. 
More than 100 mine oppo-
nents gather at Thacker Pass 
to commemorate the 156-
year anniversary of a Sep-
tember 12, 1865 massacre 
of at least 31 Northern Pai-
ute men, women, and chil-
dren committed by the 1st 
Nevada Cavalry. Thousands 

of people visit the site. 

 July 19, 2021 — The Reno-
Sparks Indian Colony and 
Atsa koodakuh wyh Nuwu 
(People of Red Mountain) 
files a successful motion to 
intervene in Federal District 
Court (Case No. 3:21-cv-
00080-MMD-CLB) alleging 
that the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) violat-
ed the National Historic 
Preservation Act (NHPA) in 
permitting the planned lithi-
um mine. 

 August 2, 2021 — Burns 
Paiute Tribe files a motion 
to intervene on the side of 
tribal plaintiffs (Case No. 
3:21-cv-00080-MMD-
CLB). 

 September 15, 2021 — Bu-
reau of Land Management 
accuses Will Falk and Max 
Wilbert of trespass for 
providing bathrooms to na-
tive elders at Thacker Pass, 
fining them $49,890.13. 

 October 8, 2021 — Eight-
een native elders from three 
regional tribes request a 
BLM permit for their cere-
monial camp. The BLM 
does not respond. 

 November 29, 2021 — The 
Reno-Sparks Indian Colony 
files an amended complaint 
in federal court alleging ma-
jor previously unknown vio-
lations of the law. In Janu-
ary, Judge Miranda Du re-
jects the amended complaint 
because she wants to make a 
final decision on the case 
within a few months (note 
that the case has now con-
tinued for another calendar 
year). 

 February 11th, 2022 — 
Winnemucca Indian Colony 
files a motion to intervene 
in the lawsuit on the side of 

plaintiffs, claiming that 
BLM’s contention that they 
consulted with the Tribe is 
completely false. Judge Du 
rejects this motion shortly 
afterwards with the same 
reasoning used above. 

 April 4th, 2022 — Reno-
Sparks Indian Colony files a 
Motion for Discovery Sanc-
tions alleging that the BLM 
has been disobeying court 
orders and making 
“reckless, false statements” 
in a deliberate attempt to 
abuse the justice system and 
limit judicial oversight. 
Judge Du agrees with RSIC, 
but rejects the motion on a 
technicality. 

 August 2022 — BLM 
“discovers” five new histor-
ic sites at Thacker Pass and 
for the first time acknowl-
edges the September 12, 
1865 massacre took place, 
but continues to reject tribal 
expertise. 

 September 2022 — Lithium 
Nevada Corporation begins 
digging up portions of 
Thacker Pass for “bulk sam-
pling” despite consultation 
still being ongoing between 
the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment and regional tribes 
over cultural sites. 

 October 2022 — Dozens of 
mining activists from four 
continents visit Thacker 
Pass as part of the Western 
Mining Action Network bi-
ennial conference. 

 January 2023—Judge Mi-
randa Du will listen to oral 
arguments on Jan 5th. A 
Peaceful March will be led 
by RSIC  to the Reno Feder-
al Court Building. See flyer 
for more details.  

For more info: Michon Eben, 
RSIC THPO at 775-785-1326.  

Eagles at PeeHee Mu’Huh.  

Their nest will be destroyed.  

Continued from page 29…. 

https://www.protectthackerpass.org/this-is-a-coverup-tribe-accuses-feds-of-hiding-evidence-in-thacker-pass-court-case/
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35 



36 



37 



38 

 

Hello! My name is Jaime Garcia. I grew up in Hungry Valley and worked as a medical 
assistant at RSTHC for 6 years! I recently became a licensed esthetician and I currently 
work at Humble Bee Sugaring Studio. I work out of a building called Sola Salons on 
Kietzke Lane. I offer hair removal with the ancient technique known as sugaring. I also 
shape, tint and wax brows. I also offer lash lifts. I absolutely love my job and enjoy 
what I do. If you are in need of my services or know of anyone, please come see me! If 
you have any questions, I’d be happy to answer them! Thank you and hope to see you 
all soon! - Jamie  

Jamie Garcia is Now A Licensed Esthetician at Humble Bee Sugaring Studio 
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