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American Indians Still Fighting to Keep Their Rights to Vote
Alejandra Rubio (Yavapai Apache) interviews Reno-Sparks Indian Colony on why
it is important for American Indians to exercise their right to vote.

“For Our Future” IGT Graphic Artist Team edits Bethany Sam’s photo left and RSIC Archive’s photo right to create this powerful image.

Reno, NV—Tribal sovereignty
allows Tribes to govern themselves within their lands. Tribes
maintain services like water,
law enforcement, emergency
assistance, education, housing,
health care, roads, and protecting and developing an economic
base. Every Tribe typically
holds an election within their
Nation to help appoint tribal

leaders who would help govern
these issues.
American Indians are the first
people on Turtle Island, but the
last to receive U.S citizenship.
When the country ratified its
Constitution in 1788, and when
the Black Americans won citizenship in 1868 with the 14th
Amendment, American Indians
still were not considered to be

U.S. Citizens. It was not until
136 years later, in 1924, when
President Calvin Coolidge
signed the Indian Citizenship
Act, this still did not mean
American Indians could vote in
the U.S.
Our people, who fought in
World War II as American Indian Code Talkers, thought this
would give them the right to

Continued on page 7
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November Important Dates

Deadlines, Mailing List
The Camp News Profile
Started in the early 1980s,
The Camp News is the
monthly publication for the
Reno-Sparks Indian Colony
(RSIC) community. The
newsletter is produced
monthly out of the RSIC
Public Relations Office, and
duplicated and distributed
by the RSIC Administration
Front Office.

SEND US YOUR NEWS
The deadline for all print
submissions to be considered for publication in The
Camp News is 5 p.m., the
second Thursday of every
month.
CONTACT OUR STAFF
E-mail your submissions
to newsletter@rsic.org,
bsam@rsic.org or drop off
your photos and suggested
articles at 34 Reservation
Road, Reno, NV 89502.
CIRCULATION
If you live outside Washoe
County and would like to
receive The Camp News
via U.S. Post Office, please
contact us with your mailing
address.
If you have a problem with
delivery, please call us
at (775) 329-2936.

Important November Dates:
2
3
4
6
8
8
9
11
15

Wednesday, Health Fair RSTHC 12-6pm
Early Voting at RSIC’s Polling Locations: 10am-7pm
Early Voting at RSIC’s Polling Locations: 10am-7pm
Sunday, Daylight Savings Time
Tuesday, Diabetes 101 Class 5:30pm
Tuesday , General Election
Wednesday, SafeTALK Training 8:30-12:00PM
Friday, Veterans Day Festivities and Parade
Tuesday, Healing The Circle of Violence RSTHC Conference
Room 5:30pm
15 Tuesday, Northern Nevada Food Bank : 2:30-3:30pm at HV Gym
Parking Lot
16 Wednesday, General Tribal Council Meeting in Hungry Valley
6pm Lower Level
21 Monday, CHRISTMAS CHECK DISTRIBUTION
22 Tuesday ,Commodity Foods Day
23-25 Wednesday, Thanksgiving Break all RSIC Admin Offices &
RSTHC CLOSED for Holiday.
24 Thursday, Thanksgiving
25-26 Fri-Sat, After Thanksgiving Sale Eagle Wings Fundraiser at
RSIC Gym
30 Wednesday, Economic Development Tribal Council Meeting at
6pm in Hungry Valley at Community Room.

2022 Mid-Term Elections - Polling Locations at RSIC
22 thru Nov 4—Mid-Term Early Voting: In-Person/Drop Off at Reno Gym
or Drop Off Ballot Location at Smoke Shop 6 in Spanish
Springs.
Nov 8—Election Day: Polling Locations at RSIC Gym & HV Community
Room

ELECTRONIC EDITION
For those of you who
would prefer to get an
electronic version of The
Camp News or just read it
on-line, please see:
www.rsic.org and PDFs
of our publication are
available.
If you have questions, call
us at 329-2936.

COVID-19 Stockpile: To request PPE, call Joanna Hicks at 775 560-0941
Find the most up-to-date info on RSIC’s Facebook.
If you’d like to receive RAVE Alert text messages,
call/text 775-842-2902 or bsam@rsic.org or bharjo@rsic.org

FOLLOW US AT:

www.rsic.org
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Reno-Sparks Indian Colony Exhibit Showcases Mining
Industry Impacts on Native Peoples
"Wounded Souls: Extracting from the Land and Our Spirits” Runs from
November 8th – March 8, 2023
Nevada has a long history as a
mining state, but the impacts of
extracting gold, silver, and other
metals has not been equal for
everyone. A new historical exhibit at the Reno-Sparks Indian
Colony highlights the impacts
of mining on Native people.
“What has brought wealth and
job opportunities for some, has
often meant the destruction of
sacred sites and harm to the living culture of Native people,”
says Michon R. Eben, the Tribal
Historic Preservation Officer at
the Reno-Sparks Indian Colony.
“This exhibit is about the
wounds we have suffered and
also about our resilience in the
face of colonization in all its
forms.”
Eben and RSIC THPO staff developed the exhibit, which
opens November 8th, and is titled “Wounded Souls: Extracting from the Land and Our Spirits.” It includes historic mining
equipment, artefacts produced
from the Comstock Lode, historical documents and information about the 1872 Mining
Law, oral histories of the impacts of archeology and mining
on native culture, and an exhibit
on Mary and Carrie Dann’s 30year struggle for Western Shoshone sovereignty and to protect
sacred Mount Tenabo.
The Reno-Sparks Indian Colony
is no stranger to the impacts of

mining. The Tribe’s Hungry
Valley land base was threatened
by a mining operation for kitty
litter in the 1990’s, but the
Tribe and other Reno-area
groups organized and successfully halted the project.
More recently, the Tribe has
taken a stand alongside the
Burns Paiute Tribe, Summit
Lake Paiute Tribe, Winnemucca
Indian Colony, and other allies
for Thacker Pass, known as
“Peehee Mu’huh” in Paiute, a
sacred and culturally important
site where a Canadian company
plans to build an open-pit lithium mine.
Reno-Sparks is a plaintiff in a
Federal Court Case for which

final oral arguments will take
place on January 5th.
A section of the “Wounded
Souls” exhibit is dedicated to
the ongoing fight at Thacker
Pass.

“Wounded Souls” was developed in collaboration with the
W. M. Keck Earth Science and
Mineral Engineering Museum
at University of Nevada Reno,
runs through March 8th, and is
free to the public.
Viewing hours are Monday to
Friday from 11 a.m. to 6 pm
and some Saturdays from 11am
to 3pm. Please call (775) 7851326 before your visit to ensure
staff will be on-site.

Western Mining Action Network Conference Attendees visit RSIC’s
THPO & Cultural Resources Programs “Wounded Souls” Exhibit
at 1995 East 2nd Street, Reno, NV 89502
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Cont...from page 1

vote. Even so, later found out
they still were prohibited from
participating in their local elections.
It was not until 1965 when the
Voting Rights helped outlaw
much discrimination that denied
U.S Citizens to vote.
"No matter what, we are American Citizens. We participate in
everyday functions of the U.S.
government. Every decision
made by the federal, state, and
local agencies effect our people,
our tribes. The decisions they
make effect funding for our
healthcare, education, all tribal
government funding; to initiatives like MMIW, NoDAPL,
wildlife protection, protecting
sacred sites & waterways, and
climate justice; to the taxes we
pay for groceries, gas, clothes,
transportation, etc… It does it
not matter on or off the reservation, politicians decisions effect
our way of life," said the Director of Public Relations of the
Reno-Sparks Indian Colony
Bethany Sam.
On September 17, my Nation,
The Yavapai-Apache Nation,
located in Camp Verde, AZ,
held its tribal elections. Education, culture, the Nation's elders,
and the Nation's economic
strength are my main concerns,
so when voting, I am always on
the lookout for those who share
my thoughts. Now living in
Northern Nevada I ensure that
my daughter and I participate in
my Tribal elections by requesting and sending in an absentee
ballot. As for local Nevada elections, I try to keep up with the

news, see who’s all running,
willing to help and work with
their local Tribes. Even though
I’m not a Tribal Member here
in Nevada, I still love to see my
fellow Natives thrive within
their Nation.
The Native Votes Alliance Nevada and the Reno-Sparks Indian Colony held a voter registration event called Indigenize the
Vote on September 29 at the
Reno-Sparks Indian Colony
gymnasium. Both talked about
why it is necessary to vote in
the upcoming Midterm election
and helped those who were not
registered to register and have a
voice in the upcoming elections.
Native Voters Alliance Nevada
is the only organization in Nevada that is organized and led
by American Indians. The
NVAN helps build political
power by mobilizing voters,
electing officials who advocate

Nizhoni Widehat & Dwight George of
Native Voters Alliance Nevada (NVAN)

issues, and promoting legislation that benefits the Indigenous
peoples.
"It is extremely important for us
to vote because there are current
rights that we still have to maintain. One of the many things we
7

can do for our community is to
vote to help keep our tribal
rights, to help maintain our

Chairman Melendez at NVAN Event

lands and livelihood because it
is still being taken away inch by
inch. I hope my vote counts to
help our people," said Community Organizer for the Native
Voters Alliance, Nizhoni
Widehat.
Reno-Sparks Tribal Chairman
Arlan Melendez, who has held
his position for 31 years, has
been a political influencer and
served a six-year term on the
United States Commission on
Civil Rights. Melendez also
served as treasurer for the National Congress of American
Indians (NCAI), the oldest,
most prominent, and most representative American Indian and
Alaska Native organization
serving the broad interests of
tribal governments and communities.
"The candidates that are running
represent different viewpoints
Cont...on page 10
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Continued from page 7

on laws, funding, and just about
everything that affects us. So,
we must know what the people
stand for and try to get them
elected. I have been voting for a
long time and I know the importance of casting your vote.
It's actually our right, that we
have in the United States that
we never really, as indigenous
people have taken full advantage of. There is this idea
that our vote doesn't count, but
they really do," said Chairman
Melendez.

how my past relatives have
fought hard to be seen and
heard, I will always make sure
that I exercise my right to vote
on or off my reservation.

MAKE SURE TO GET TO
THE POLLS AND MAKE
SURE YOUR VOICE IS
HEARD!
#NATIVEVOTE2022

Alejandra Rubio is UNR Journalist Major and Yavapai Apache
Tribal Member.

See RSIC’s Candidate Endorsements at www.rsic.org
or on pages 34 & 35.

Nevada Legislature 2021 passage of the bill allows the 28
Federally recognized tribes in
Nevada to request a voting poll
or ballot boxes for their tribal
lands. The Shoshone Paiute
Tribes of Duck Valley Indian
Reservation will be taking advantage of this. Unfortunately
for the Tribe, Elko county election officials in Nevada are
making voting more challenging for them to come out and
cast their votes. Typically early
voting runs from October 22 to
November 4 in Elko. However,
Tribal members of Duck Valley
will only be given an eight-hour
window to cast their vote over
two separate dates, October 28 29 and then on November 4. On
September 16, with the help of
Four Directions Native Vote,
the Shoshone-Paiute Tribes of
Duck Valley Indian reservation
filed a lawsuit against the county for unequal voting opportunities.
So when it comes to voting for
myself and for the future for my
people, I will always remember
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From the Office of RSTHC Director, Angie Wilson: I want to thank the community for suppor ting such
a wonderful event. I also thank each and every one of our staff on the hard work and effort you all put forward
on our Annual Health Fair event. It was great to see such a large turn out of our patients and extended Tribal
Community overall. I appreciate the team effort, customer service and great representation of our clinic and
each Department! We have such a great team and I am so incredibly lucky to work with all of you. Congratulations and job well done! Super proud of all of you! - A ngie W ilson, RSTHC Health Director
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Indian Health Services Director, Roselyn Tso and IHS Phoenix Area
Team visit Reno-Sparks Tribal Health Center on October 26, 2022

Indian Health Services Director, Roselyn Tso and IHS Phoenix Area
Team visit Reno-Sparks Tribal Health Center on October 26, 2022 to
hear from RSIC Tribal Council Leadership and RSTHC Staff about our
concerns and what did we learn from COVID-19. We want to thank
IHS Director for making RSIC a priority and visiting our Health Center. Indigenous People Deserve All Care.
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Halloween Photos by: Bucky Harjo
 Halloween at RSIC Hungry Valley Head Start and Reno Head Start.

 Halloween at Work! Employees of RSIC Departments both in Hungry Valley and Reno.
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2022 Nevada Day Parade
“Carnival on the Comstock”, a celebration
commemorating the
state’s historic admission
to statehood on October
31, 1864.
RSIC was entry 24A in
the politician category,
right behind the UNR
Band.
RSIC’s Parade Commentary:
Reno-Sparks Indian Colony is a federally recognized tribe with 1300
tribal members from the
Numa, WaSheShu,
Newe; the Paiute,
Washoe, & Shoshone
tribes. We are the descendants of the original
caretakers of Northern
Nevada's Territory. Our
people continue to protect
our land and water, maintain cultural traditions
and practice and contribute in immeasurable ways
to society today. Learn
more at www.rsic.org.
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Legal / Public / Job Announcements
Recruitment for committee / boards
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Legal / Public Announcements
Recruitment for committee / boards
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National Museum of the American Indian Dedicates the
National Native American Veterans Memorial Nov. 11
By: Native News Online
artists, presentation of colors
by the Native American Women Warriors, hands-on activities, films, and a veterans hospitality suite.

All are welcome to join the procession and dedication, which
will be livestreamed, on Friday,
Nov. 11.
All are welcome to join the
Smithsonian’s National Museum of the American Indian to
dedicate the National Native
American Veterans Memorial
Friday, Nov. 11. The Native
veterans procession and dedication ceremony will take place
beginning at 2 p.m. on the National Mall in Washington,
D.C., as part of a three-day
event celebration (Nov. 11-13)
to honor the military service of
American Indian, Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian veterans. Information about the
dedication and how to register
to participate in the Native veterans procession can be found
by visiting the memorial’s website Americanindian.si.edu/
nnavm The procession and ded-

ication will be livestreamed.
Events Nov. 11 will begin with
a Native veterans procession
along the National Mall from
the museum to the ceremony
stage in front of the US Capitol.
Registration is open to individual veterans and veterans groups.
Family members, friends, and
communities are encouraged to
honor participating veterans
from viewing areas along the
procession route. The dedication ceremony will begin at 4
p.m.
The museum will remain open
until 8 p.m. Nov. 11.
The Weekend Celebration
Throughout the weekend (Nov.
12 and 13), the museum will
host special programming in
honor of the dedication of the
memorial, including performances by musical
32

Visitors can also visit the exhibition “Why We Serve: Native
Americans in the United States
Armed Forces” on the museum’s second floor. The exhibition, which tells personal stories of Native Americans, Native Hawaiians and Alaska Native veterans who have served
in the U.S. armed forces,
brings long overdue recognition to those who have served
their country selflessly and
with honor for more than 250
years.
For more information visit AmericanIndian.si.edu/visit/
washington/nnavm-dedication
All listed activities take place
both Saturday and Sunday unless otherwise noted.

Chairman Arlan D.
Melendez will be representing Reno-Sparks
Indian Colony at this
historic event, the National Native American
Veterans Memorial
Dedication, in Washington D.C. You may
see him on the
livestream event.
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