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Lithium Nevada Begins ñBulk Samplingò                   
in What Attorney Calls ñA Dirty Trickò                    

Tribes: ñBLM and Lithium Nevada Are Destroying Our Cultural Heritageò 

OROVADA, NV ðLithium Ne-

vada Corporation (LNC), the 

company behind the embattled 

Thacker Pass lithium mine pro-

ject, has begun digging up por-

tions of Thacker Pass for ñbulk 

samplingò despite consultation 

still being ongoing between the 

Bureau of Land Management 

and regional tribes over cultural 

sites. 

Will Falk, attorney for the Reno

-Sparks Indian Colony and the 

Summit Lake Paiute Tribe and 

co-founder of the opposition 

group Protect Thacker Pass, 

says this is a violation of federal 

law. 

ñThe Federal Government has 

not even meaningfully started 

consultation with tribes about 

the September 12, 1865 massa-

cre site in Thacker Pass, let 

alone the earlier óPeehee 

Muôhuhô massacre described in 

oral history and the entire 

Thacker Pass Traditional Cul-

tural District,ò Falk said. ñBut 

that doesnôt even begin to de-

scribe how much of a dirty trick 

this is. BLM is allowing the 

destruction of a massacre site 

without consulting, over the 

objections of multiple tribes 

and members of the public, us-

Continued on Page 8-9 

https://sierranevadaally.org/2021/07/07/dispatches-from-thacker-pass-the-wildflowers-vs-the-bulldozers/
https://sierranevadaally.org/2021/07/07/dispatches-from-thacker-pass-the-wildflowers-vs-the-bulldozers/
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 Started in the early 1980s, 

The Camp News is the 

monthly publication for the 

Reno-Sparks Indian Colony  

(RSIC) community.  The 

newsletter is produced 

monthly out of the RSIC 

Public Relations Office, and 

duplicated and distributed 

by the RSIC Administration 

Front Office. 

SEND US YOUR NEWS   

   The deadline for all print 

submissions to be consid-

ered for publication in The 

Camp News is 5 p.m., the 

second Thursday of every 

month.  

CONTACT OUR STAFF 

   E-mail your submissions 

to newsletter@rsic.org, 

bsam@rsic.org or drop off 

your photos and suggested 

articles at 34 Reservation 

Road, Reno, NV 89502.   

CIRCULATION 

   If you live outside Washoe 

County and would like to 

receive The Camp News  

via U.S. Post Office, please  

contact us with your mailing 

address. 

   If you have a problem with  

delivery, please call us  

at (775) 329-2936. 

ELECTRONIC EDITION 

   For those of you who 

would prefer to get an  

electronic version of The 

Camp News or just read it 

on-line, please see:  

www.rsic.org and PDFs  

of our publication are  

available. 

   If you have questions, call 

us at 329-2936. 

Deadlines, Mailing List 

The Camp News Profile 
Important September 21ñ30 Dates:  
 
21ñSenior Fun Day, 10am-2pm @ Reno Gym  
23ñ Nevada Native Day, RSIC Admin Offices & RSTHC CLOSED.  
  - Native Day Pride Parade,   
27ñCommodity Distribution,  8am-11:45am @ 34 Reservation Rd.  
28ñTribal Council Economic Development Meeting @ 6pm, In-Person    
   at 9075 Eagle Canyon  Drive or virtual on ZOOM . Email       
      bsam@rsic.org or text/call 775-842-2902 for ZOOM meeting info.  
  - RSIC Language & Culture Virtual Zoom Bead Session 6pm-8pm  
         (Email sburns@rsic.org for info).   
30ñDeadline to submit RSIC Comprehensive Plan Community Survey. I
    Info: 775-785-1363 or cstowell@rsic.org  
 

Important October Dates:  
 
8ñ  Fright Fest Community Trip to Six Flags. Info: 775-329-4930  
10ñIndigenous Peoples Day  
18ñHalloween Trick Or Treat & Masquerade Powwow , Hungry Valley  
   Community. Info: 775-329-4930  
20ñHalloween Trick or Treat & Haunted House, Reno Colony Commu 
   nity. Info: 775-329-4930  
 
22 thru Nov 4ñMid-Term Early Voting: In-Person/Drop Off at Reno Gym  
        or Drop Off Ballot Location at Smoke Shop 6 in Spanish 
        Springs.  
 
 
COVID-19 Stockpile: To request PPE, call Joanna Hicks at 775-560-9041. 

www.rsic.org 

September / October Important Dates 

FOLLOW US AT: 

Find the most  up-to-date info on RSICôs Facebook.  

If youôd like to receive RAVE Alert text messages,  

call/text 775-842-2902 or bsam@rsic.org or bharjo@rsic.org   

mailto:smontooth@rsic.org
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Office of the Chairman                                              

Arlan D. Melendez  

I would like to update the 

Community as to issues 

and projects the Tribal 

Council and I have been 

working on during the past 

month.  First of all, we 

have finally reached a set-

tlement agreement with the 

State of Nevada Cannabis 

Compliance Board regard-

ing the opening of the Ver-

di Tribal Cannabis Dispen-

sary. The agreement finally 

signed by the Governor, 

allows the Tribe to open 

Verdi and to not agree to 

prohibition of Cannabis 

Dispensaries on other Tribal 

properties at this time. The 

Colony Enterprise Authority 

(CEA) and Three Nations 

Management Board (TNM) 

will have to determine when 

to open the Verdi Dispensa-

ry as we are still not where 

we want to be financially at 

the South Virginia St. Dis-

pensary. 

 As to other issues, we are 

still monitoring the Thacker 

Pass Lithium mine project 

and keeping pressure on the 

Bureau of Land Manage-

ment (BLM) on their lack of 

consultation with Tribes. 

Michon Eben and other staff 

including myself have been 

speaking at a number of 

Sate round table discussions 

on lithium and renewable 

energy. We will be attending 

a meeting in Elko Nevada 

on September 13th to discuss 

the mining tax issue and 

give input as to why Tribes 

should be able to receive tax 

revenue since the State and 

Mining Companies have 

made millions of dollars by 

greatly impacting the land. 

In addition, our Planning 

Department is working on 

both our Comprehensive 

and Strategic Plans. They 

sent out a Housing Survey 

and a General Community 

Survey which can be filled 

out on-line, at 

www.rsic.org, or by com-

pleting the paper survey. 

The information data is 

very important to plan and 

allocate Tribal resources in 

the future and to give us 

priority needs of the Com-

munity both on and off 

reservation. 

The Numaga Pow Wow 

was a huge success due to 

the hard work of our Pow 

Wow Committee, Volun-

teers and Departments. The 

Handgame also went well 

thanks to Winston and the 

Handgame crew. The recog-

nition to people we lost to 

Covid was very well re-

ceived. 

Finally, our Covid numbers 

are still very low which is 

great news; the Tribe has 

opened up and lessened 

some restrictions following 

CDC protocols. 

Arlan D. Melendez 
Chairman 


