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Lithium Nevada Begins “Bulk Sampling”
in What Attorney Calls “A Dirty Trick”

Tribes: “BLM and Lithium Nevada Are Destroying Our Cultural Heritage”

OROVADA, NV —Lithium Nevada Corporation (LNC), the
company behind the embattled
Thacker Pass lithium mine project, has begun digging up portions of Thacker Pass for “bulk
sampling” despite consultation
still being ongoing between the
Bureau of Land Management
and regional tribes over cultural
sites.
Will Falk, attorney for the Reno

-Sparks Indian Colony and the
Summit Lake Paiute Tribe and
co-founder of the opposition
group Protect Thacker Pass,
says this is a violation of federal
law.
“The Federal Government has
not even meaningfully started
consultation with tribes about
the September 12, 1865 massacre site in Thacker Pass, let
alone the earlier ‘Peehee

Mu’huh’ massacre described in
oral history and the entire
Thacker Pass Traditional Cultural District,” Falk said. “But
that doesn’t even begin to describe how much of a dirty trick
this is. BLM is allowing the
destruction of a massacre site
without consulting, over the
objections of multiple tribes
and members of the public, usContinued on Page 8-9
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Deadlines, Mailing List
The Camp News Profile
Started in the early 1980s,
The Camp News is the
monthly publication for the
Reno-Sparks Indian Colony
(RSIC) community. The
newsletter is produced
monthly out of the RSIC
Public Relations Office, and
duplicated and distributed
by the RSIC Administration
Front Office.
SEND US YOUR NEWS
The deadline for all print
submissions to be considered for publication in The
Camp News is 5 p.m., the
second Thursday of every
month.

CONTACT OUR STAFF
E-mail your submissions
to newsletter@rsic.org,
bsam@rsic.org or drop off
your photos and suggested
articles at 34 Reservation
Road, Reno, NV 89502.

September / October Important Dates

Important September 21—30 Dates:
21—Senior Fun Day, 10am-2pm @ Reno Gym
23— Nevada Native Day, RSIC Admin Offices & RSTHC CLOSED.
- Native Day Pride Parade,
27—Commodity Distribution, 8am-11:45am @ 34 Reservation Rd.
28—Tribal Council Economic Development Meeting @ 6pm, In-Person
at 9075 Eagle Canyon Drive or virtual on ZOOM . Email
bsam@rsic.org or text/call 775-842-2902 for ZOOM meeting info.
- RSIC Language & Culture Virtual Zoom Bead Session 6pm-8pm
(Email sburns@rsic.org for info).
30—Deadline to submit RSIC Comprehensive Plan Community Survey. I
Info: 775-785-1363 or cstowell@rsic.org

Important October Dates:
8— Fright Fest Community Trip to Six Flags. Info: 775-329-4930
10—Indigenous Peoples Day
18—Halloween Trick Or Treat & Masquerade Powwow , Hungry Valley
Community. Info: 775-329-4930
20—Halloween Trick or Treat & Haunted House, Reno Colony Commu
nity. Info: 775-329-4930
22 thru Nov 4—Mid-Term Early Voting: In-Person/Drop Off at Reno Gym
or Drop Off Ballot Location at Smoke Shop 6 in Spanish
Springs.

CIRCULATION
If you live outside Washoe
County and would like to
receive The Camp News
via U.S. Post Office, please
contact us with your mailing
address.
If you have a problem with
delivery, please call us
at (775) 329-2936.

COVID-19 Stockpile: To request PPE, call Joanna Hicks at 775-560-9041.

ELECTRONIC EDITION
For those of you who
would prefer to get an
electronic version of The
Camp News or just read it
on-line, please see:
www.rsic.org and PDFs
of our publication are
available.
If you have questions, call
us at 329-2936.

Find the most up-to-date info on RSIC’s Facebook.
If you’d like to receive RAVE Alert text messages,
call/text 775-842-2902 or bsam@rsic.org or bharjo@rsic.org

FOLLOW US AT:

www.rsic.org
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Office of the Chairman
Arlan D. Melendez
I would like to update the
Community as to issues
and projects the Tribal
Council and I have been
working on during the past
month. First of all, we
have finally reached a settlement agreement with the
State of Nevada Cannabis
Compliance Board regarding the opening of the Verdi Tribal Cannabis Dispensary. The agreement finally
signed by the Governor,
allows the Tribe to open
Verdi and to not agree to
prohibition of Cannabis
Dispensaries on other Tribal
properties at this time. The
Colony Enterprise Authority
(CEA) and Three Nations
Management Board (TNM)
will have to determine when
to open the Verdi Dispensary as we are still not where
we want to be financially at
the South Virginia St. Dispensary.
As to other issues, we are
still monitoring the Thacker
Pass Lithium mine project
and keeping pressure on the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) on their lack of

and Strategic Plans. They
sent out a Housing Survey
and a General Community
Survey which can be filled
out on-line, at
www.rsic.org, or by completing the paper survey.
The information data is
very important to plan and
allocate Tribal resources in
the future and to give us
priority needs of the Community both on and off
reservation.
consultation with Tribes.
Michon Eben and other staff
including myself have been
speaking at a number of
Sate round table discussions
on lithium and renewable
energy. We will be attending
a meeting in Elko Nevada
on September 13th to discuss
the mining tax issue and
give input as to why Tribes
should be able to receive tax
revenue since the State and
Mining Companies have
made millions of dollars by
greatly impacting the land.
In addition, our Planning
Department is working on
both our Comprehensive
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The Numaga Pow Wow
was a huge success due to
the hard work of our Pow
Wow Committee, Volunteers and Departments. The
Handgame also went well
thanks to Winston and the
Handgame crew. The recognition to people we lost to
Covid was very well received.
Finally, our Covid numbers
are still very low which is
great news; the Tribe has
opened up and lessened
some restrictions following
CDC protocols.
Arlan D. Melendez
Chairman
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Cont...from page 1

ing a permit more than a decade
old.”
“Thacker Pass is a living traditional cultural place where Paiute and Shoshone people still
gather to practice our culture,”
says Michon Eben, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer for
the Reno-Sparks Indian Colony.
“The Snake War was the most
violent Indian war in the west,
and not a single site from this
important event for our people
is protected. BLM and Lithium
Nevada are destroying our cultural heritage with this dig.”
Over the past six weeks, at least
four tribes – the Reno-Sparks
Indian Colony, Summit Lake
Paiute Tribe, Winnemucca Indian Colony, and Pyramid Lake
Paiute Tribe – have all demanded that BLM designate the entirety of Thacker Pass as an historic or traditional cultural district eligible for inclusion on the
National Register of Historic
Places. BLM has also received
letters from members of the
public and experts such as
Alexa Roberts, former National
Parks Superintendent at the
Sand Creek Massacre Site in
Colorado. Ms. Roberts informed BLM of “striking similarities” between the Sand
Creek and Thacker Pass massacres, and urged the agency to
protect the entire landscape as a
National Historic District.
The tribes assert that all of
Thacker Pass should be considered eligible for listing under
the National Register of Historic Places because the site con-

Max Wilbert speaks to RSIC UNITY, TC Treasurer Robin
Eagle, & RSIC Employees at PeeHee Mu’Huh

tains a unique record of more
than 10,000 years of Native
American history, including the
Thacker Pass component of the
“Whitehorse Obsidian Procurement District,” the presence of
tools and arrowheads, millennia
-old seasonal camps, two massacre sites, oral histories regarding the importance of the Pass,
significant medicinal and food
plants, culturally-significant
animals such as golden eagles
and sage-grouse, and ongoing
traditions of hunting, gathering,
and religious practice.
The tribes are arguing that additional damage to the Thacker
Pass landscape jeopardizes its
ability to be listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
The Planned Digging
Attorneys for LNC informed
mine opponents of the work in a
September 9th email, writing
that “Lithium Nevada will be
performing some bulk sampling
under its Kings Valley Lithium
Exploration Project Plan of Operations.”
The Kings Valley project was
permitted more than a dozen
years ago and included only
cursory consultation with one
tribe. However, BLM has been
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criticized in Federal Court for
failing to consider 2009 statements from Dale Barr, thenchairman of the Fort McDermitt
Paiute-Shoshone Tribe, made in
response to BLM’s inquiries
about sacred sites in Thacker
Pass and Kings Valley, that
Thacker Pass was historically
and culturally significant due to
oral histories of the “Peehee
Mu’huh” massacre.
Despite Barr’s statements being
documented in BLM records
brought to light in the lawsuit,
BLM’s final Environmental Assessment for the King’s Valley
Lithium Project states erroneously that “Fort McDermitt
Tribal Chairman Dale Barr stated that the Tribe had no concerns about the Project.”
According to oral histories, the
Peehee Mu’huh massacre took
place on the west side of Thacker Pass, where Lithium Nevada
plans to perform their “bulk
sampling.” “On July 18th of this
year after one year of litigation,
BLM finally acknowledges a
massacre took place in this area
and they still continue to sanction the destruction of our ancestors final resting place, a human rights violation. In simple
terms this is cultural genocide
being committed on our tribal
homelands,” says Eben.
“The scenario that is currently
unfolding is precisely why the
Reno-Sparks Indian Colony and
Summit Lake Paiute Tribe have
specifically requested that any
construction work or other
physical disturbance in Thacker
Pass be suspended until BLM

completes the 36 CFR § 800.13
(b)(1) post-review discoveries
process,” Falk said. “Yet BLM
continues to ignore this request.”
Shelley Harjo, a tribal member
from the Fort McDermitt Shoshone Paiute Tribe, has called
the planned destruction of
Thacker Pass “the biggest desecration and rape of a known Native American massacre site in
our area.”
Max Wilbert, co-founder of
Protect Thacker Pass with Falk,
recently reported that online
bots were being used to spread
online misinformation about
protesters. Falk and Wilbert are
currently fighting a $49,890.13
fine levied against them by the
BLM after they constructed a
pit toilet for native elders as part
of a year-long protest encampment last year.
Tribes have recently been made
aware of allegations that Native
American artifacts were stolen
from Thacker Pass during BLM
-authorized archeological excavations earlier this summer.
For more information, call Michon Eben, RSIC THPO & Cultural Manager at 775-785-1326
or visit
www.protectthackerpass.com.
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Reno-Sparks Indian Colony Partner with Washoe County Health District
on Air Quality Initiative in Hungry Valley and at Reno Colony.
(RENO, NV) The Washoe County Health District – Air Quality
Management Division (WCHD AQMD) partnered with the Reno
-Sparks Indian Colony (RSIC) to
install two air quality sensors on
tribal land and with other community organizations.
The air quality initiative gave
people in both Hungry Valley
(approximately 800 residents)
and the Prosperity Street RSIC
locations (approximately 700
residents) the ability to see realtime air quality updates, which
have proven useful recently due
to air pollution concerns caused
by the nearby Mosquito Fire.

Air Quality Sensor in Hungry Valley, NV

worldwide breathe air that exceeds WHO pollution guidelines.
The causes of air pollution vary
from human activities (such as
coal-fired power plants) to natural events (like wildfires and dust
storms).

The collaboration has helped residents specifically in Hungry
Valley where there hasn't been
air quality sensors before and
adds to the number of total sensors in Washoe County in general. Updates from the Purple
Air sensors can be seen on
online
at
www.map.purpleair.com which
has updated air quality info updated hourly.
RSIC is grateful to WCHD for
including their tribal community
to help promote better health and
prevent sickness due to air pollution.
According to World Health Organizations, outdoor air pollution
contributes to millions of deaths
every year, making it one of the
biggest global health risks. In
addition, 9 our of 10 people
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WCHD-AQMD has distributed
more than a dozen Purple Air
sensors to community partners
that were funded by penalties
from air quality violations. Other
sensors were given to the Truckee Meadows Parks Foundation,
Washoe County Family Engagement Center, Washoe County –
Our Place, Washoe County
Cares Campus, NV Energy and
City of Sparks - Alf Sorensen
Community Center.
To see Reno Colony’s and Hungry Valley’s real-time air quality,
go
to
www.map.purpleair.com.
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RSIC Photo Montage of August Events
Photos by: Bucky Harjo & Bethany Sam, RSIC Public Relations

EVENTS:
Star Village Showcase, Reno & Hungry Valley Community Clean-up,
Anita Thomas & Cameron Smith Farwell Get-Together, Reno Pride
Parade, Dog Days of Summer RSIC Performance at Pioneer Theater,
RSIC hosted Senator Cortez-Masto’s Tribal Leadership Meet & Greet
on 8/26, RSIC Backpack Distribution & RSTHC Immunizations, Summer Youth Work Program Employees, Community Picnic sponsored
by Recreation Dept., and Numaga Indian Days 2022: Powwow, Handgames, & Warrior Run.
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Photo Montage of Numaga Indian Days 2022
Photos by: Bucky Harjo & Bethany Sam, RSIC Public Relations
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To protect life on Earth, we must refuse to extract
By: Elisabeth Robson, Environmental Activist with the Protect Thacker Pass Campaign
We at Protect Thacker Pass are
used to people calling us
“delusional”, as David Colborne
did in his recent opinion article,
“Refusing to extract lithium is not
a refusal to extract” wherein he
wrote that “we are every bit as
likely as a nation to abandon cars
as carbohydrates. Pretending otherwise isn’t environmentalism —
it’s delusion.”
Believing we can replace a fossil
fuel-intensive energy system with
a materials-intensive energy system is the delusion. Yes, abandoning cars, and car-dependent
infrastructure, sounds like a fantasy because we’ve weaved cars
and fossil fuels into our lives so
tightly, we can’t imagine living
without them. But lithium, copper, graphite, cobalt, nickel, manganese, iron ore and all the other
materials required to build a car
with a battery are non-renewable,
finite resources, just like oil is.
And extracting these materials,
and all the others required to
build and maintain car-dependent
infrastructure, is devastating to
the environment just like extracting fossil fuels is. Calling electric
vehicles a “solution”, as David
Colborne did, is the delusion.
In just a handful of generations,
we’ve shifted from everyone on
Earth walking everywhere, to
everyone in the U.S. (and many
others around the world) being
unable to imagine life without a
car. Colborne rightly pointed out

that we’ve spent the past century
building car-dependent infrastructure, and that abandoning this infrastructure is unthinkable to most. But
if we fail to recognize this as a huge
mistake, and take the option to abandon cars and car-dependent infrastructure off the table, we doom ourselves to repeat the same mistake all
over again.
We don’t pretend that people will be
willing to give up their cars as long
as we live in a culture that requires
most people to have a car. All the
same, arguments about cars can be
made about buses, trains, and planes
(all requiring massive amounts of
non-renewable materials and infrastructure that damages or destroys
the natural world). Our argument is
that we need to change this culture.
Most people recognize that substituting one kind of car for another
won’t make much material difference in the big scheme of environmental destruction, but they can’t
imagine what life without almostinstantaneous travel would look like.
So this culture continues business
basically as usual—whether it’s oil,
or lithium, or other non-renewable
materials to run that business
doesn’t really matter—and so remains steadfastly on the path to selfdestruction.
We cannot solve the predicament
we’re in—which is not climate
change, but catastrophic ecological
overshoot, of which climate change
is just one of many symptoms—by
simply tweaking our way of life.
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Changing what runs our cars and
electrifying the grid doesn’t
change the fact that our way of
life is fundamentally ecocidal.
When every single aspect of our
way of life depends on extraction—from the phosphate and ammonia and oil that feeds the world
(each calorie of food we eat requires 10 calories of fossil fuels),
to the plastic in our clothes, to the
steel, concrete, and asphalt that
paves the roads and holds up the
buildings we drive our cars to every day—changing what powers a
car will do basically nothing except continue the same destructive
way of life with a slightly different look and feel. We might like
to believe driving a different kind
of car will make a difference because it’s certainly easier than
changing our entire way of life,
but believing something doesn’t
make it true.
If we as a nation are unlikely to
abandon cars and car-dependent
infrastructure, then we will find
out the hard way a future filled
with cars—however, they are
powered—is the delusion, one that
won’t last for long. True environmentalism is protecting the
healthy, flourishing natural world,
because nothing else really matters.
Elisabeth Robson , Environmental Activist with the Protect Thacker Pass
Campaign

National Suicide Awareness Month
By: Vanessa Williams, RSTHC Prevention Outreach Coordinator
do you do that? ASK them.

 FEEL

INVITATIONS
Invitations are ways someone
with thoughts of suicide may be
trying to seek help. You may be
more familiar with the term
“warning signs,” but studies
have shown that when people
hear “warning signs” they tend
to avoid instead of pay attention. Invitations may not always
be verbal and can be things that
you see the person doing, learn
about their life situations, or a
feeling that you get from them.
Here are a few examples of
each:
 SEE:


Substance Abuse



Risky Behavior



Negative Social Media
Posts



Giving Away Possessions



Extreme Mood Swings

 LEARN


Job Loss



Relationship



Financial Trouble



Promotion



New Child



Desperation



Hopeless



Grief



Sadness



Defeated

Remember that life situations
always come with a loss.
Things that most people may
consider a positive may not always be positive for those it is
happening to. For those of you
have had a child, think about
the things that the new parent(s)
are losing: sleep, privacy, control of their own schedule, ability to just get up and go, etc.
Post-partum depression has a
higher prevalence in AI/AN
women; 14%-29.7%, compared
with all women in the United
Sates; 11% (Heck, J. 2021).
Someone with depression is at a
higher-risk for having thoughts
of suicide.

ASK
Are you talking about suicide?
Are you thinking about killing
yourself? Are you thinking
about ending your life? All of
these are direct and will help
you determine if you are dealing
with suicide or not. These are
still hard questions to ask. If
you need a little help to get to
this question, then start with
something like: “I care about
you” or “I am worried about
you.” If you ask them if they are
thinking of hurting themselves,
please make sure that you follow that up with a direct ques-

TELL
Telling someone that you are
having thoughts of suicide is
important. However, it may be
hard for someone to come right
out and say that they are having
thoughts of suicide, because
they are unsure of that person’s
reaction. If you find yourself in
a situation when you feel that
suicide may be involved but the
person with thoughts is hesitating, let them know you are listening and want to help. How
24

tion about suicide.
LISTEN
Useful information can be gathered by simply listening. Think
about the things that you could
do to make this experience positive for the person with thoughts
of suicide. Judging, interrupting,
being distracted, checking your
phone, etc. may cause them to
shut down. This may be the first

time they are opening up to anyone and letting them to verbalize feelings can be very helpful.
Keep in mind, there are those of
us who tend to be “fixers” and
want to offer suggestions and
give advice, but this is not the
time for that.

Sparks Tribal Health Center’s Prevention Outreach Coordinator.

KEEP SAFE
Does the person have a specific
plan? Do they have the means
(firearms, pills, sharps, etc.)? If
so, you can help to dismantle
this plan to keep the person
safe. Are they willing to involve
a family member or close friend
to help them stay safe? Are they
willing to let you take possession of any firearms and/or ammunition? Are they willing to
use a gun lock and give the
combo/key to someone else? If
they intend to use prescription
pills are they willing to give
them to someone else? Are they
willing to remove the objects
they intend to use?

CONNECT
You are not going to solve all of
this individual’s problems at
once. You can however, connect them with the support they
need. The Behavioral Health
Department can be reached
Monday-Friday 8:00am-5:00pm
and by phone at 775-329-5162
Vanessa Williams has B.S. Community
Health Sciences and is the Reno-
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Legal / Public Announcements
Recruitment for committee / boards

26

Legal / Public / Job Announcements
Recruitment for committee / boards
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Legal / Public Announcements
Recruitment for committee / boards
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Legal / Public Announcements
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