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MESSAGE OF HOPE:
As the RSTHC Distributes the COVID-19 Vaccine

Continued On Page 5

COVER PHOTO: RSTHC Health Human Services Grant Writer, Elvin Willie
“People need to get vaccinated because they are risking their health and those around
them, especially the elders and people with underlying health conditions.” - Elvin Willie
Photo Provided by Bucky Harjo

Here’s what RSIC’s experts say...Continues on Page 4
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Important February Dates

Deadlines, Mailing List
The Camp News Profile
Started in the early 1980s,
The Camp News is the
monthly publication for the
Reno-Sparks Indian Colony
(RSIC) community. The
newsletter is produced
monthly out of the RSIC
Public Relations Office, and
duplicated and distributed
by the RSIC Administration
Front Office.

SEND US YOUR NEWS
The deadline for all print
submissions to be considered for publication in The
Camp News is 5 p.m., the
second Thursday of every
month.

CONTACT OUR STAFF
E-mail your submissions
to bsam@rsic.org or drop
off your photos and suggested articles at 34 Reservation Road, Reno, NV
89502.
CIRCULATION
If you live outside Washoe
County and would like to
receive The Camp News
via U.S. Post, please
contact us with your mailing
address.
If you have a problem with
delivery, please call us
at (775) 329-2936.

DUE TO COVID-19
ALL IN-PERSON EVENTS CANCELLED
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
Social Media / Virtual Events:
*Sign up for RAVE Alerts to know when to tune in for Chairman
Melendez’s Facebook LIVE Updates on RSIC’s Facebook Page.
Mondays:
Tuesdays:
Wednesdays:
-February 10th, Tribal Council General Virtual ZOOM Meeting
at 6pm. Email bsam@rsic.org for Zoom link.
-RSIC Language & Culture Virtual Zoom Bead Session 6pm8pm (Email Stacey Burns for Zoom ID and Passcode).
-Hungry Valley Alcohol Anonymous Virtual Zoom Meetings
every Wednesday @ 6pm. More info, call 775-433-5327
Thursdays:
Fridays:
-February 26th, Food Bank at Hungry Valley Gym Parking Lot,
9am-10:30am.

ELECTRONIC EDITION
For those of you who
would prefer to get an
electronic version of The
Camp News or just read it
on-line, please see:
www.rsic.org and PDFs
of our publication are
available.
If you have questions, call
us at 329-2936.

Find the most up-to-date info on RSIC’s Facebook.
If you’d like to receive RAVE Alert text messages,
call/text 775-842-2902 or jcastillo@rsic.org.

FOLLOW US AT:

www.rsic.org
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Message from Chairman
Melendez:
This past year, 2020, has been
one of the most devastating
and challenging year we have
ever faced. Not a day has gone
by that we hear of someone, a
relative or friend, who has
passed away or hospitalized
due to the COVID-19 virus. In
addition, others passed due
health issues not related to
COVID-19. And with limited
services at many healthcare
facilities, it makes taking care
of yourself or family even
more difficult.
With such a depressing news ,
we are all challenged with
staying healthy mentally. As
the negative news of increasing
COVID-19 cases and the political turmoil in the country can
be very depressing. Our BEST
HOPE right now for this pandemic to end, is the COVID-19
Vaccine.
I know there has been some
reluctance to take the vaccine,

Chairman Melendez addresses the Media at ESTHC prior to RSTHC administering
the Pfizer COVID-19 Vaccine. Photo Provided by Bucky Harjo

but considering how deadly the
virus can be, also the new
strains that are mutating and entering the U.S., and considering
the high percentage rate of underlying health conditions in
Native Americans, it is best that
all receive the vaccine . We not
only receive the vaccine for ourselves, but also to protect our
community.
Again we cannot forget the
teachings by our ancestors—for
they too have survived many
diseases and pandemics. Today,
we have to continue to remind
each other we are riding the
COVID-19 Pandemic wave and
it’s not over until it’s over. We
are resilient and we will get
through this together.
Here’s what Dr. Gayathri Natarajan from RSTHC has to
say…

RSTHC Physician—Internal Medicine
& Medical Director of RSIC’s Emergency Management Unified Command.
Photo by Bucky Harjo

Dear RSTHC Community—As
you are aware, we are all undergoing challenging times due to
the COVID Pandemic that has
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ravaged our community. Unfortunately it has infected many of
our members, some of whom
have succumbed to the deadly
virus. We at RSTHC are working diligently to provide
COVID care – both COVID
testing and COVID vaccination,
all while providing routine patient care and other services.
We request that you be patient
with us while we systematically
procure and vaccinate every
member of our community in
accordance to IHS/ CDC guidelines.
We encourage everyone to get
vaccinated so that we not only
protect ourselves, but also our
family, friends and community
including our vulnerable population. One finger cannot lift a
pebble – Hopi.
WE as a community, with everyone’s cooperation, diligence
and understanding, CAN survive these challenging times and
emerge as a greater community. I appreciate everyone for
following the
public health
guidelines; wearing masks and
physical distancing.
Continued on Page 5

RSTHC COVID-19 Vaccine
Info and Tips:


There are 2 vaccine approved in the US for
COVID-19
prevention:
Pfizer and Moderna.



They are equally effective.



RSTHC receives limited
number of vaccines every
week. Presently, priority is
given to healthcare workers, patients equal to or
over the age of 65 years old
and frontline employees.
This information is based
on current CDC Vaccine
Priority Levels.



Sign up for RAVE Alerts
and we will text you when
it’s your turn to get vaccinated. To sign up for
RAVE,
email
bsam@rsic.org or text/call
775-842-2902 or 775-3292936.



You CAN NOT get the
COVID-19 infection from
the COVID-19 Vaccine.



Almost anyone can receive
the vaccine and there are
no many contraindications
to receiving it.



Each vaccine requires 2
doses. Both doses should
be the same vaccine brand
(Pfizer or Moderna) and
from the same facility.





Please do not receive any
other vaccine(s) within 2
weeks prior to the first
COVID-19
Vaccine
through 2 weeks after the
second COVID-19 Vaccine
dose.
You CAN receive the
COVID-19 Vaccine even if
you had the COVID-19
infection. Please wait till
you are symptom free before receiving the vaccine.



You are immunologically
protected beginning 10 days
after your 2nd dose of the
COVID-19 Vaccine.



The vaccine is 95% effective
at preventing COVID-19
infection and there is a 5%
chance of getting COVID19 infection despite having
been vaccinated.



Most Common side effects
are injection site pain, swelling, or fatigue that may last
for a couple days.



Currently, there is no scientific data available regarding
duration of immunity from
the vaccine (Pfizer or
Moderna).



The vaccine is only 95%
effective so YOU MUST
continue mask wearing and
social distancing until further information is available.



Wearing a mas and maintaining
social
distance
WILL also protect you from
new strains as they emerge.



Currently identified new
strains are not known to
cause an even more severe
illness despite having the
recognition of being more
contagious.



As seen with the Flu Virus,
mutations may occur and
yield newer viral strains.
New vaccines may become
available if needed.



The current COVID-19 Vaccine protects against the new
known strains (England and
South African.

Why RSIC Tribal Leaders
are urging you to get the vaccine when it’s your turn:
A survey of 1,435 Native Americans across the country spearheaded by Abigail Echo-Hawk,
director of Urban Indian Health
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Institute, in November revealed
that 75 percent would be willing
to be vaccinated, not because
they suddenly trust Uncle Sam,
but because they put the "we"
ahead of the "me."
Tribal Council Treasurer, Robin
M. Eagle states, “ Vaccinations
can mean the difference between life and death. When you
get sick, your children and parents are at risk too!! When you
turn down the COVID-19 Vaccine, you leave yourself vulnerable to the illness. You also put
our most cherished population,
infants and elders, at a higher
risk. We must do our part to
protect our generations.”
Tribal Council Member, Toby
Stump encourages ALL to get
vaccinated. “When we lose an
elder or anyone in our community, we lose a a piece of our
history, language and culture.
With COVID-19 enhancing the
deaths in our community, we
have a greater responsibility to
protect our people, especially
our vulnerable population, and
preserve our cultural ways. The
COVID-19 Vaccine gives us a
better opportunity to protect our
people. Getting the vaccine is
not only for ourselves, but for
our loved ones and our native
people.”
Tribal Council Member, Tony
Abbie says, “First of all, I
would like our community to
get back to normal. I feel we
should be vaccinated to ensure
our own safety (family and nucleus family) and the safety of
all our community. We have
survived over 500 years and
have adjusted to various diseases and tribulations. We will get
through COVID-19 just like
our ancestors did.”
Feel free to contact the RSTHC
if you have any questions or
concerns about the COVID-19
Vaccine at 775-329-5162.
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‘Tribes are hurting’: Senator Cortez Masto (D-Nevada)
Speaks in support of increased COVID-19 relief and additional funding for tribal nations.
Senate on Indian Affairs, Indianz.Com

Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto (D-Nevada)
speaks in support of increased COVID-19 relief and additional funding for tribal nations
on February 3, 2021.

“Now on shoestring budgets — with staffing
levels that were insufficient even before the
pandemic hit — they are trying to address the
myriad urgent needs of their communities.”

“In Nevada and across the country, our tribes
are hurting,” said Masto. “They are trying to
do too much with far, far too little. Some of
them are still under lockdown, desperate to
protect elders — often the gatekeepers of rich
Native languages and cultures — from the
impact of the virus that they see is devastating their communities, and many are struggling to keep business doors open. All of
them are stretched too thin.”

This week, the U.S. Senate is taking up legislation to help implement President Joe
Biden’s so-called American Rescue Plan. According to Democrats, it provides more than
$28 billion in investments for health care, education, housing and other programs serving
Indian Country and Native communities.
“The federal government absolutely has to do
more to support these efforts and uphold the
federal trust responsibility. It can help tribes
navigate the federal bureaucracy and ensure
that funds allocated to tribal priorities actually get into the hands of those who need
them,” said Masto.

“Tribes were suffering from unstable funding
streams and budget shortfalls even before the
coronavirus pandemic affected their economies,” added Masto, who serves on
the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs.
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RSIC’s February Directives/Memos

Employee Directive on Page 22 & 23
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RSIC’S CARES FUNDING PROJECTS
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Biden: ‘Tribal sovereignty will be a cornerstone’
Biden Administration has made several actions in the first week concerning tribal nations.

By Jourdan Bennett-Begaye, Indian Country Today
The third of four executive orders signed by President Joe
Biden on Tuesday focuses on
strengthening the nation-tonation relationships with tribes.
It's only one presidential action
of many taken by the administration in week one.
Biden signed a presidential
memorandum that requires all
federal agencies and executive
departments to have a “strong
process in place for tribal consultation,” said Libby Washburn, Chickasaw and the newly
appointed special assistant to
the president for Native American Affairs for the White
House Domestic Policy Council. The position previously was
held by Kim Teehee, Cherokee,
and Jodi Archambault, Hunkpapa and Oglala Lakota, in the
Obama Administration.

a cornerstone of our engaging
with Native American communities.”
Washburn said previous presidents like Barack Obama and
Bill Clinton have done this.

So what makes this one different?
It enforces a previous tribal
consultation executive order signed on Nov. 6, 2000.
This time around the executive
order requires the head of each
agency to submit, within 90
days, a memorandum with a
detailed plan of action on how
they will implement policies
and directives, Washburn said.
Agencies must listen to what
tribes want.

These federal agencies and executive departments will have
to continuously keep the White
House updated, she said.
Tribal consultation is also crucial when it comes to the pandemic.
“This builds on the work we
did last week to expand tribes’
access to the Strategic National
Stockpile for the first time, to
ensure they receive help from
the Federal Emergency Management Agency, FEMA, to
fight this pandemic,” Biden
stated Tuesday.
On Jan. 21, Biden announced
that FEMA would make financial assistance available to tribal governments at 100 percent
Continued On Page 27

The move represents the new
president “committing to regular, meaningful robust consultation with tribal leaders” and it
requires all federal agencies
and executive departments to
have a “strong process in place
for tribal consultation,” Washburn said.
Biden gave remarks on his racial equity plan, which includes
the signed tribal consultation
memorandum, from the White
House State Dining Room.
“Today I’m directing the federal agency to reinvigorate the
consultation process with Indian tribes,” Biden said, noting
respect for sovereignty “will be

President Joe Biden signed the executive order, “a memorandum for the executive departments and agencies, tribal consultation and nation relationships” on Jan. 26. (Screenshot)
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of the federal cost share.

When the COVID-19 pandemic was declared a national
emergency, it activated eligible
tribal, state and local governments to access FEMA emergency funding, Washburn said.
The federal cost share was 75
percent, and tribes were responsible for 25 percent of the
cost.
“It has been something the
tribes have been asking for, for
a long time, and there has been
legislation pending in the
House and Senate on it,”
Washburn said.
The funding can be used for
safe openings, operations of
schools, childcare facilities,
health care facilities, shelters,
transit systems, and more.
Another ask by the tribes: access to the Strategic National
Stockpile. And granted by the
administration on Jan. 21.
The public health supply
chain executive order states
that the “Secretary of Health
and Human Services shall consult with Tribal authorities and
take steps, as appropriate and
consistent with applicable law,
to facilitate access to the Strategic National Stockpile for
federally recognized Tribal
governments, Indian Health
Service healthcare providers,
Tribal health authorities, and
Urban Indian Organizations.”
Fawn Sharp, Quinault, president of the National Congress
of American Indians, said the
administration’s first week
demonstrated that the needs of
tribal nations are a priority.

“I am both excited and encouraged that the Biden Administration is taking so many
meaningful and significant
steps towards Tribal Nations'
priority issues -- respect for
sovereignty, racial equity, urgent action on climate change,
protection of sacred sites and
ancestral ecosystems, and the
commitment to meaningful
Tribal consultation,” she said.
“There's immense work still to
be done, but we celebrate that
the first steps President Biden
has taken towards truth and
reconciliation with Tribal Nations are so responsive to our
needs and aligned with our
values and principles."
Since Day One, the Biden administration has gone full
speed on taking presidential
actions that affect tribal nations.
Hours after taking his oath,
Biden revoked the permit for
the Keystone XL pipeline,
placed a temporary moratorium on all oil and gas activities
in the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge, and signed another
executive
order
on
“advancing racial equity and
support for underserved communities through the federal
government.”
“I think it's exciting and it
shows that things are going to
be front and center for him and
his entire administration,”
Washburn said, adding that
includes hiring more Native
people across the board.
In addition to New Mexico
Rep. Deb Haaland’s nomination for Interior secretary,
Washburn said, “President
Biden, he promised during the
27

campaign that tribes would
have a seat at the table at the
highest levels of federal government and a voice throughout
the government, and I think
that he’s really showing in the
early beginning days of his administration that he is going to
make sure that happens.”
And down to what is in the
Oval Office. Washburn pointed
out that a painting of Andrew
Jackson, a strong proponent of
Indian removal, was removed
from the Oval Office. The
“Swift Messenger” sculpture
by Allan Houser, Chiricahua
Apache, now sits on a bookcase, reported the Albuquerque
Journal.
As for land acknowledgements,
that’s an ongoing conversation.
“It is something that we are
talking about, so I think we
will talk about it and really, I'd
like to talk to Deb Haaland
about it as well, and once she's
confirmed it's something that I
think will become a focus,”
Washburn said.
This story has been corrected to
show Tuesday, Jan. 26 was the
day the executive order was
signed.
Jourdan Bennett-Begaye, Diné,
is the deputy managing editor
for Indian Country Today
based in Washington, D.C.
Follow
her
on
Twitter: @jourdanbb or email
jbennettbegaye@indiancountrytoday.com
. Bennett-Begaye’s Grey’s
Anatomy obsession started
while attending the S.I.
Newhouse School of Public
Communications.
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Photo Collage of RSIC During COVID-19
Photos provided by Bucky Harjo and Bethany Sam

Top Photo: 580 closure at Mill St. bridge demolition.
All other Photos: UNITY group helping with Food Pantry.
Bottom Photo: Mtn. range north of Hungry Valley morning after
huge snow storm.

Top Photo: SBX Community wall on Mill St.
Bottom Photo: HV Fire Crew, Lance and Donovan, assisting with food pantry..
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Food distribution at Food Bank on 1/22/21 HV.

Employees at RSTHC Go Red for Heart Health on February 5, 2021.

Above Photo: Tribal Members picking up their
Chrombooks approved through the CARES Funding.
Top Left Photo: RSIC Unified Command safely meet
in-person & virtually on COVID-19 mitigation efforts.
Left Photos: Chromebooks arrive for community distribution. Education Dept. delivers to school aged kids.
Bottom Photo: B. Thayer gives interview for Native
American Women Veterans “I am not invisible” campaign by Department of Veterans Affairs.
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Above Photo: Stockpile Employee,
Brendan Abel’s sign for Chromebook
Distribution.
Bottom Photos: SBX Mill St. closure for
bridge demolition.

RSIC Legal Notices, Public Announcements
Advisory committee spots open, address update form, name changes, grant expires
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