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Meet Steve Nighthawk,  

the Indigenous artist behind this year's Artown poster 
By: Maria Palma, KUNR Public Radio Reporter  

 
 

A local Indigenous artist was 

chosen to create the poster for 

Artown, a month-long, citywide 

arts festival. KUNR sat down 

with Steve Nighthawk to talk 

about his artwork. 

(Reno, NV) - Throughout the 

summer, residents of Reno and 

Sparks will become familiar 

with a poster that will soon be 

distributed at several businesses 

as part of Artown's promotional 

campaign. 

Steve Nighthawk, a descendant 

of the Shoshone, Washoe and 

Paiute Nations of the Great Ba-

sin and an enrolled member of 

the Reno-Sparks Indian Colony, 

created that artwork. 

Nighthawk’s design embodies 

tribal practices and the spirit of 

the city of Reno. It connects the 

mountains to the Truckee River 

and celebrates life, music, dance 

and culture. It incorporates nat-

ural elements such as blue skies, 

clouds and two red-tailed 

Steve Nighthawk looks at his artwork as he explains to the crowd about his thought behind the poster design at the 

Artown Media Press Conference and Poster Reveal. Photo by: Little Buck Harjo, RSIC Public Relations Dept. 
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 Started in the early 1980s, 

The Camp News is the 

monthly publication for the 

Reno-Sparks Indian Colony  

(RSIC) community.  The 

newsletter is produced 

monthly out of the RSIC 

Public Relations Office, and 

duplicated and distributed 

by the RSIC Administration 

Front Office. 

SEND US YOUR NEWS   

   The deadline for all print 

submissions to be consid-

ered for publication in The 

Camp News is 5 p.m., the 

second Thursday of every 

month.  

CONTACT OUR STAFF 

   E-mail your submissions 

to newsletter@rsic.org, 

bsam@rsic.org or drop off 

your photos and suggested 

articles at 34 Reservation 

Road, Reno, NV 89502.   

CIRCULATION 

   If you live outside Washoe 

County and would like to 

receive The Camp News  

via U.S. Post Office, please  

contact us with your mailing 

address. 

   If you have a problem with  

delivery, please call us  

at (775) 329-2936. 

ELECTRONIC EDITION 

   For those of you who 

would prefer to get an  

electronic version of The 

Camp News or just read it 

on-line, please see:  

www.rsic.org and PDFs  

of our publication are  

available. 

   If you have questions, call 

us at 329-2936. 

Deadlines, Mailing List 

The Camp News Profile 
 
1 Three Nations Memorial Walk and Run @ Virginia Lake 7:45 AM 
5 Bringing VA Benefits Home to RSTHC, 9am-4pm. Apply for VA Benefits at this event 
 onsite.   
6 RSIC Head Start Transition 6 PM Reno Gym 
18 Commodity Food Distribution 34 Reservation Rd. 8-11:45 AM 
11 Girl Scouts Troop 155 HV Rec Lower Level 6-7 PM 
12 General Tribal Council Meeting Hungry Valley Community Room 6 PM 
13 Father’s Day Texas Hold’em 6:30 PM  34 Multipurpose Rm Dad’s Only Event 
18 Food Bank of Northern Nevada Mobile Harvest 2:30-3:30 PM HV Gym Parking Lot 
19 Juneteenth Freedom Day RSIC ADMIN & RSTHC Closed 
25  Chill and Grill High School Seniors Transition @ HV Gym, 6pm-8pm  
26 Economic Development Tribal Council Meeting Hungry Valley Community Rm.        
  6PM 
 
 
 
RSTHC Weekly Events 

- MONDAY’S @ 3pm- DUI LEVEL II,LL-X, & III  

- TUESDAYS @ 4pm- ANGER MANAGEMENT  

 WEDNESDAYS @ 10am- SUBSTANCE ABUSE OUTPATIENT GROUP LEVEL 

-WEDNESDAYS @ 6PM—WASHOE LANGUAGE CLASSES AT RENO                                           

TUTOR ROOM 

- THURSDAY’S @ 4pm—DOMESTIC VIOLENCE INTERVENTION GROUP - FRIDAYS @ 

4pm—RED ROAD TO WELLBRIETY  
- 
Please Note: 

-RSIC Head Start Now Accepting Applications for the 2024-2025 School Year   

Pick-up an application at main office 34 Reservation Rd. Bldg, E , 7Am-4PM 

- COVID-19 Stockpile & Assistance: To request PPE or would like to know more info 

about COVID-19 Assistance, call Human Services at 775 560-0941 

- UNITY Teen Food Pantry  @ TLC Open to RSIC Teens/Families RSIC Employees. 
Supplies are limited Must Fill out NNFB Required Forms.                                                         
Tuesdays 9AM-3PM & Thursdays 3PM-5PM 

- RSTHC—Bringing VA Benefits Home  for Veterans, June 5th at RSTHC, 9am-4pm. 

- SAVE THE DATE: NUMAGA INDIAN DAYS, Aug 30th-Sept 1st 

www.rsic.org 

JUNE 2024 IMPORTANT DATES 

FOLLOW US AT: 

Find the most  up-to-date info on RSIC’s Facebook.  

If you’d like to receive RAVE Alert text messages,  

call/text 775-842-2902 or bsam@rsic.org or bharjo@rsic.org   

mailto:smontooth@rsic.org
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10am-6pm. We will also have polling 

locations for June’s Primary Election 

Day, Tuesday June 11th, at Reno Gym 

and Hungry Valley Lower Level from 

7am-7pm.  

This is an important election race for 

Reno-Sparks Indian Colony and tribes 

across the state. The only way to en-

sure our voices are being heard at the 

government levels is to Vote. RSIC 

will be working with our federal and 

state lobbyist to support political lead-

ers who support Reno-Sparks Indian 

Colony, Nevada Tribes and Tribes in 

general.  

RSIC is helping Washoe Country re-

cruit tribal members to be poll work-

ers for RSIC’s designated polling 

sites. If interested, please contact 

Bethany Sam, Public Relations Of-

ficer at bsam@rsic.org or 775-842-

2902.  

RSIC is in the midst of planning Na-

tive Vote events to include voter regis-

tration. We will keep  you updated on 

all Native Vote events and opportuni-

ties.  

DHHS Tribal Liaison Consultation 

Meeting in Las Vegas on May  15, 

2024.  I traveled to Las Vegas earlier 

this month for a Tribal Consultation 

meeting with the Department of 

Health and Human Services. Angie 

Wilson, RSTHC Health Director , also 

attended this meeting. We discussed 

our Tribal Health Priorities in con-

junction with the Trust responsibilities 

and government-to-government rela-

tionships. Some of the topics dis-

cussed were:  

 Expand and strengthen Tribal Self 

Governance throughout HHS.  

 Equitable and Comprehensive 

Funding. 

 Innovative and Sustainable Infra-

structure such as: Support Tribal 

water and sanitation infrastructure 

investments.  

 Promote Health Equity in Indian 

Country.  

Office of the Chairman 

Daryl D. Gardipe 
Summer is just around the corner. 

Reno-Sparks Indian Colony is busier 

than ever with graduations, summer 

events, and election year. I would like 

to update you on the projects the Trib-

al Council and I have been working 

on for the month of May.  

Sane as last month, we want to contin-

ue to be as transparent as possible 

because community input is impera-

tive to the tribe’s success.  We will be 

focusing on increasing updates to the 

community by providing more infor-

mation and project updates in our Col-

ony Newsletter, RSIC Courier Service 

on Colony lands, Colony Facebook, 

website and other social media op-

tions.  I’m proud of RSIC and all the 

work our tribe is doing.  

Here a few updates:  

Please fill out the survey: Tribal 

Comprehensive & Strategic Plan – 

The Tribe (planning department) has 

been gathering information and statis-

tics from the Community, including 

quarterly community Comprehensive 

Planning meetings.  I’m asking all 

RSIC Tribal Members, Community 

Members and Employees to PLEASE 

FILL OUT the Draft Land Use and 

Housing Elements SURVEY at 

www.rsic.org/193/Planning.  The draft 

Cultural Resources Element and draft 

Community Facilities Element has 

been uploaded to the website. Along 

with surveys for each draft element. 

Community Meetings on the entire 

2024 Comprehensive Plan are ex-

pected to start in late July or August. 

RSIC Polling Locations for June 

Primary Elections: I encourage all 

Tribal Members to get to our polling 

locations to vote. The June Primary 

Elections are happening now at RSIC 

has early voting polling locations until 

June 7th. Early Voting is taking place 

at the Senior Center daily from 10am 

to 6pm, except June 2nd, they will be 

closed. We also have an early voting 

ballot drop off location at the Spanish 

Springs Smoke Shop 6 daily from 

 Tribal Behavioral Health: Estab-

lish tribally specific funding 

streams to address the opioid epi-

demic in AI/AN communities.  

 Support Culturally Informed 

Healthcare Workforce: Ensure a 

sustainable and culturally in-

formed tribal healthcare work 

force .  

 Strengthen tribal Public Health 

Capacity and Infrastructure.: Ex-

pand surveillance and epidemiol-

ogy capabilities and honor tribal 

data sovereignty. Support tribal 

funding for climate resilience, 

climate adaptation, first respond-

ers training and community edu-

cation.  
 

National Indian Health Board Con-

ference, May 20-23, 2024 in Rapid 

City, SD: Myself, RSTHC Health 

Director, Angie Wilson and a few of 

the RSTHC Health Board Members 

attended. We learned so much. We 

also were surprised at the Awards 

Ceremony and Dinner. The RSTHC 

received the Health Warriors Award 

for the Phoenix Area and Angie Wil-

son received the Health Board Advo-

cate of the Year. Congratulations An-

gie and Staff! It’s well deserved. We 

thank you for your dedication to our 

tribal communities.  

Memorial Day: Thank you to every-

one who came out to honor our fallen 

warriors.  

Attention all Native Vets!! Native 

American Veterans Benefits Day at 

Reno-Sparks Tribal Health Center: I 

invite you to our Benefits Day next 

Wednesday, June 5th. The clinic will 

be hosting this event in partnership 

with the VA to help Native Veterans 

file their claims and apply for bene-

fits. Normally, this could take months 

just to get an evaluation, but this event 

will offer you same day service.  

We have many events coming up, 

please keep informed by RSIC’s 

newsletter, website and social media.  

mailto:bsam@rsic.org
http://www.rsic.org/193/Planning
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hawks, a spiritual bird for Na-

tive communities, Nighthawk 

said. 

“The centerpiece is a traditional 

basket which is very important 

to Native people because it's 

been done here for 1000s of 

years. And the outline of the 

city of Reno and with the music 

notes coming out, the movie 

reel, piano keys, the hand drum, 

the ballerina slippers, Holly-

wood masks, all down to the 

earth on the bottom and the 

dancer,” he said. 

It took Nighthawk about a 

month to complete the 18” x 

24” original design. He has 

been involved with Artown for 

years, but this year the conver-

sation about creating the poster 

for the event came up, he said. 

“I did a sketch first. And then I 

filled it in. Most of the color is 

chalk pastel, then charcoal pen-

cil, and a little bit of acrylic 

paint. So it's kind of mixed me-

dia,” Nighthawk said. 

Nighthawk has spent most of 

his life in Reno and remembers 

creating his first art pieces at the 

age of six. He has turned his 

living room into an art gallery 

where he works on paintings 

and drawings of nature, real 

life, wild-life and native tradi-

tions that he then sells or trades. 

He is currently 

working on paint-

ings of Pyramid 

Lake, wolves, 

hummingbirds 

and eagles. 

With this poster, 

Continued from Page 1 Nighthawk wants to remind the 

community that northern Ne-

vada's Native communities have 

been in relationship with nature 

for thousands of years. 

“Well, first off, we've always 

been here. We, Native people, 

have been here in this area for 

1000s of years. And to be a part 

of the community is very im-

portant..” 

Whether it's Artown, or some-

thing else,” he said. 

His message to the community 

is to take care of each other. 

“Take care of nature, wildlife, 

or mountains, or rivers or lakes. 

So that we can all move for-

ward,” Nighthawk said. 

On May 1st, Artown, the es-

teemed celebration of arts and 

culture, revealed their 2024 ar-

work/poster design by talented 

tribal artist, Steve Nighthawk 

and announced the lineup of a 

diverse array of talented musi-

cians and artists sure to capti-

vate audiences of all ages.  

“It is a great time to have this 

2024 years Artown Poster artist 

from the Reno-Sparks Indian 

Colony (RSIC)," said Michon 

R. Eben-RSIC THPO & 

Artown’s 

Board Mem-

ber. “This 

poster show-

cases the tra-

ditional space of our human 

connections to the water, moun-

tains, land and animals, while 

connecting these places to the 

City’s heritage of culture and 

art. This is the true meaning of 

Land Acknowledgement.” 

At the Media conference a land 

acknowledgement was shared 

by Bethany Sam,  RSIC Public 

Relations; a powerful story on 

the idea behind the poster de-

sign concept by Michon Eben, 

RSIC Cultural Resources Man-

ger; a dance performance to 

honor Steve by RSIC Powwow 

Dance Group; and a speech by 

Steve Nighthawk to explain 

what he envisioned and drew 

with Artown’s design concept 

idea. Congratulations Steve! 

The artwork is beautiful. RSIC 

is incredibly proud of you.  

An artist reception with Steve 

Nighthawk will be held on July 

11 at 6 p.m. at Sierra Arts Gal-

lery in Reno. 
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Hungry Valley Recreation 

Lower Level is NOW OPEN!  

Hungry Valley Recreation- Lower Level is now open!  

The Fitness Center is ready for you to come strengthen 

your muscles and cardio health.  Be aware new Fitness 

Waivers will be to filled out before using the weight/

cardio rooms.  It has a new look with a reception desk 

in the lobby and new games room for the youth to so-

cialize after school.  Our after-school program is still 

going strong with the staff giving out a snack and then 

running art projects, playing ping pong, or organizing 

games in the gym.  Girl Scouts has wrapped their 

meetings in Hungry Valley for the school year. We 

loved having them here and the girls who participated 

had fun while learning new things. They will be back 

in September and we can’t wait to welcome them 

back.  We are also looking for input from the Hungry 

Valley Community, so please stop by and fill out a 

survey so we can better serve the community.  Sur-

veys will be taken until mid-June. 

Mother’s Day Bingo at Hungry Valley Recreation: 

Hungry Valley Recreation, lower level, is now open 

and redesigned just in time for Mother’s Day Bingo!  

New HV Rec Supervisor, Heather Sam, welcomed 58 

moms to dinner, dessert, snacks, and a game of Bingo.  

HV Rec gave away 31 prizes with a black out prize of 

a brand-new standing mixer! It was a lot of fun and 

HV Rec hopes all moms had a great Mother’s Day. 



10 

 TRIBAL POLICE HIRES 

2 NEW OFFICERS!  

Welcome aboard Officer Jared Martin 

and Officer Holden Presto! Thank you 

for choosing RSIC to serve and protect. 

We look forward to getting to know you.  

Both Officers are graduates of the  

Nevada POST Police Academy,  

in Carson City, NV. 
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Summer Foods Service Program at the Reno 

Sparks- Indian Colony is in full swing!  Our 

amazing cooks will be serving nutritious food 

at both Hungry Valley (Recreation Building) 

and Reno (34 Multi-Purpose Room) locations. 

Meals will be served M-F (excluding holi-

days); breakfast from 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 

and lunch from 12:00 p.m. -1:00 p.m. The 

Summer Food Service Program provides 

healthy meals to any children 18 years and 

younger.  As part of the program regulations 

all food must be consumed on site and no out-

side foods are allowed.  If any children have 

special dietary needs, please come to one of 

the sites and our staff will supply a Special 

Meals Accommodation form to be filled out 

by the guardian and qualified health worker. 

We hope to see young members of the com-

munity to attend and enjoy a delicious meal. 
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(Reno, NV) - On the even-

ing of May 9th, 2024, the 

Hungry Valley Gym was 

full of cheerful children 

with bright eyes and eager 

hearts to experience a very 

special day. All of their ex-

citement could hardly be 

contained for this moment. 

They all had spent the year 

learning all sorts of won-

derful things. Like, learn-

ing how to count and say 

general phrases in the Pai-

ute Language! 

Hungry Valley Head Start Transition Ceremony 

By: RSIC Public Relations Dept. 

Vice-Chairman Anthony 

Abbie gave opening re-

marks with a speech of en-

couragement for the kiddos 

and their parents.  

As each child’s name was 

called, a huge smile spread 

across their faces walking 

across the stage. With a di-

ploma now in hand, it was 

more than just a piece of 

paper it was a ticket to a 

new adventure! 

After the ceremony, there 

was laughter, hugs, and lots 

of pictures. All the children 

and their families and 

friends were taking photos 

that will last a lifetime, a 

very memorable moments.  

And so, with hearts full of 

hope and heads full of 

dreams, the little graduates 

waved goodbye to Hungry 

Valley Head Start, ready to 

take on the world—one 

small step at a time. 

Thank you Head Start 

Staff, Language & Culture, 

and everyone to helped 

make this day special.  
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On the morning of May 5 2024, RSIC families braved to the 

wind and cold to cast out their fishing lines, wait for that tug 

on the pole and line to reel in their catch. It wasn’t long til’ the 

first fish was caught. Over a short period of time, the excite-

ment of catching a fish thrilled all those along the shore of 

Pyramid Lake. The total amount of fish caught on RSIC’s 

Fishing Day was 18 fish!  

All with the  help of Paba Pa’a Pakwega Fishing Guide Ser-

vice. (Marvin Racine) 

It was a good day to fish and have fun with family and friends. 

Congrats to all those that caught fish. This event was spon-

sored by RSIC Recreation Dept. Thank you for a wonderful 

day Paba Pa’a Pakwega (Marvin & team) and RSIC Recrea-

tion Staff!!!  
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Memorial Day Remembrance and Honoring  

at Mountain View and Hungry Valley Cemeteries 

on May 27, 2024   

Chairman Daryl D. Gardipe, a Veteran gave heartfelt open-

ing remarks on the day we remember our fallen warriors. 

Chairman Gardipe expressed gratitude to every Veteran who 

came out and to the families that attended.  

Arlan D. Melendez, Vietnam Veteran spoke about the histo-

ry of how Memorial Day began and how the day is honored 

& celebrated presently. He also provided an honoring for 

our Veterans.  

Native American Veterans: A Legacy of Service: For over 

two centuries, Native Americans have served with distinc-

tion in all U.S. military endeavors. Their commitment to 

duty is unparalleled, and they contribute significantly to the 

nation’s defense. Despite facing unique challenges, Native 

American veterans continue to uphold this legacy.   
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What could take months will only take 1 day at RSTHC for Native American Vets 

to apply for VA Benefits. Don’t Miss Out! Vets Come to RSTHC on June 5th! 


