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2025 Reno-Sparks Indian Colony 

Tribal Election Results 

(Reno, NV) - November 1st, 

2025 was a extremely busy day 

for Reno-Sparks Indian Colony 

(RSIC). Not only was RSIC 

participating in the Nevada Day 

Parade in Carson City, it was 

also RSIC’s Tribal  Election 

Day.  

ticipating or spectating or they 

rushed back to cast their votes.  

The 2 polling locations were at 

the Reno Multipurpose Room 

and the Hungry Valley Gym 

Lower Level.  

Michael Acosta  Anthony Abbie  

Robin M. Eagle  Jessica Castillo 

Four (4) of the Tribal Council 

seats were up for election.  

As the doors opened at 7am to 

the tribal polling locations, 

Tribal Members were already in 

line to cast their votes. Some 

either went to vote before head-

ing to the parade whether par-

Newly Elected Tribal Council Members 2025-2029 

Continued on page 7 
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 Started in the early 1980s, 

The Camp News is the 

monthly publication for the 

Reno-Sparks Indian Colony  

(RSIC) community.  The 

newsletter is produced 

monthly out of the RSIC 

Public Relations Office, and 

duplicated and distributed 

by the RSIC Administration 

Front Office. 

SEND US YOUR NEWS   

   The deadline for all print 

submissions to be consid-

ered for publication in The 

Camp News is 5 p.m., the 

second Thursday of every 

month.  

CONTACT OUR STAFF 

   E-mail your submissions 

to newsletter@rsic.org, 

bsam@rsic.org or drop off 

your photos and suggested 

articles at 34 Reservation 

Road, Reno, NV 89502.   

CIRCULATION 

   If you live outside Washoe 

County and would like to 

receive The Camp News  

via U.S. Post Office, please  

contact us with your mailing 

address. 

   If you have a problem with  

delivery, please call us  

at (775) 329-2936. 

ELECTRONIC EDITION 

   For those of you who 

would prefer to get an  

electronic version of The 

Camp News or just read it 

on-line, please see:  

www.rsic.org and PDFs  

of our publication are  

available. 

   If you have questions, call 

us at 329-2936. 

Deadlines, Mailing List 

The Camp News Profile 
3    RSIC Archives Family Craft Night HV Rec Center Lower Level 6pm 

4    Domestic Violence Awareness Presentation & BINGO Senior Center 11am-       

   12pm 

5 RSIC Christmas House Decorating Contest Last Day to Register 

6 RSIC Employee Christmas Party at Peppermill Resort, 6pm  

10   Tribal Council Swearing In Reno Multipurpose Rm 6pm 

14   Off Colony RSIC Member Xmas House Decorating Judging, 6pm-8pm,      

    Info: 775-329-4930 

15 Hungry Valley Xmas House Decorating Judging, 6pm-8pm,  

     Info 775-785-1360 

16   FBNN Mobile Harvest HV Gym Parking Lot 2:30-3:30pm 

16 Community Christmas BINGO, Las Vegas Theme, Reno Colony Gym at 6pm 

17 Reno Colony Xmas House Decorating Judging, 6pm-8pm, Info: 775-329-4930 

18 RSIC Christmas Community Dinner Reno Colony Gym at 6pm 

19-21 “Last Minute Merry Christmas Craft Sale” Fri-Sat:10am-6pm, Sun 10am-     

    4pm, Reno Gym. Raffle for 65 Inch TV. Info George Moore: 208-215-8583 

23  Commodity Food Distribution 34 Reservation Rd Admin Bldg. 8am-11:45am 

31  NYE Sobriety Pow Wow Reno Colony Gym 4PM-1/1/26 12:30am 

 

 
RSTHC WEEKLY MEETINGS: 

- MONDAY’S @ 3pm- DUI LEVEL II,LL-X, & III  

- TUESDAYS @ 4pm- ANGER MANAGEMENT  

- WEDNESDAYS @ 10am- SUBSTANCE ABUSE OUTPATIENT GROUP LEVEL 

-WEDNESDAYS @ 6PM—WASHOE LANGUAGE CLASSES AT RENO TU-

TOR ROOM 

- THURSDAY’S @ 4pm—DOMESTIC VIOLENCE INTERVENTION GROUP  

- FRIDAYS @ 4pm—RED ROAD TO WELLBRIETY                                                                                                       

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

 UNITY Teen Food Pantry  @ TLC Open to RSIC Teens/Families RSIC Em-

ployees. Supplies are limited Must Fill out NNFB Required Forms. Tuesdays 

9:30AM-2:30PM & Thursdays 2:30PM-4:30PM.  

 Beading Circle– Meets every Tuesday Hungry Valley Rec Center 5:30-7:30PM  

In cases of Emergency, call 911.  

 RSIC 24/7 Non-Emergency Dispatch #, 775-323-2677.  

 RSIC Tribal Police Business Office, 775-785-8776. 

 Secret Witness—775-322-4900 

 To submit a police report online go to, www.rsic.org/207/Tribal-Police.   

 

 

www.rsic.org 

December 2025 IMPORTANT DATES 

FOLLOW US AT: 

Find the most  up-to-date info on RSIC’s Facebook.  

If you’d like to receive RAVE Alert text messages,  

call/text 775-842-2902 or bsam@rsic.org or bharjo@rsic.org   

mailto:smontooth@rsic.org
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Office of the Chairman 

Daryl D. Gardipe 

December is here. Bringing 

with it the end of the year and 

a festive energy that brings 

families together. As we close 

out the year, I want to extend 

my heartfelt wishes to you and 

your loved ones. May this hol-

iday season bring you peace, 

joy, and moments of together-

ness.  

To start my report, I’d like to 

acknowledge everyone who 

participated in the Nevada 

Day Parade and/or the Veter-

ans Day Parade. Both parades had a 

high attendance from tribal members. 

The parades gave us a marketing 

opportunity to educate the public 

about RSIC’s history, Numaga Indi-

an Days, and the history of Native 

Americans in the military.  

Let’s thank Mercedes-Benz for loan-

ing us their cars. Councilman Toby 

Stump for allowing us to use his 

truck and trailer for the floats. Public 

Works for helping design the trailer 

for float and providing portable 

speakers. Daniel Thayer and Terra-

cotta Guzman for their help driving 

the vehicles. RSTHC for providing 

swag for the parade route. UNITY, 

Eagle Wings and Powwow Club for 

their help decorating and transport-

ing parade participants. Public Rela-

tions Office for coordinating the pa-

rades. In addition, our Veterans 

Committee and RSIC Color Guard 

for organizing and participating in 

the Veterans Day Celebration. And 

Vice-Chairman Anthony Abbie for 

filling in for me at the Veterans Day 

Parade while I was out on medical 

leave.  

UPDATES:   

Housing – We are on track for com-

pletion on Phase I Construction. 

Lepori Construction believes the 

basic infrastructure for utilities and 

roads will be done by December 

2025. Meaning by early 2026, Phase 

II will on track to begin construction 

of homes. 

As of November 5th, asphalt was 

installed October 31st through No-

vember 3rd. North end of Many Na-

tions next to the park has been wid-

ened to allow for 4 parking spaces.  

Concrete sidewalks and gutters were 

completed earlier in October. Under-

ground water, sewer, gas, electric, 

and fiber are stubbed to each lot. Fire 

hydrants have been installed. Rip 

Rap is being installed at several 

drainage areas throughout the new 

subdivision. Street signs are current-

ly being installed.  Park equipment 

should arrive anytime now, and will 

be stored until installation.  Design 

for bases for light poles and one 

camera pole has been completed.  

Lighting plan for the park has been 

submitted to NV Energy for design.   

Planning Dept. & Draft Ordinance 

51A Land Assignment and Residen-

tial Land Lease – The draft ordi-

nance is available for Review on 

RSIC’s Website under the Planning 

Dept. webpage at https://

www.rsic.org/193/Planning.  

Economic Development - With 

Tribal Council’s approval, RSIC 

purchased the building at 

1905 Prosperity. It will be 

useful for office expansion and 

redevelopment for RSIC’s 

future needs. We are always 

looking for opportunities to 

expand the Tribes land base. 

The South Reno Three Nations 

Cannabis Dispensary is cur-

rently being relocated next  to 

the Spanish Springs Smoke 

Shop 6. It will be open early 

January 2026. Site work is 

underway now and the modu-

lar building is almost finished.  

We are also excited to announce an-

other possible purchase of the prop-

erty located at 15 Eagle Canyon 

Drive, which includes the 7-Eleven 

and the small shopping center locat-

ed at the corner of Eagle Canyon and 

Pyramid Highway.  

RSIC Multipurpose Justice Center 

is now underway. Starting with ar-

chitectural designs with Lumos & 

Associates Inc. This Justice Center 

will be located at 2 Sunshine Lane. 

The purpose of this project is to im-

prove tribal justice services for the 

Reno-Sparks Indian Colony its’ tribal 

members by replacing the existing 

buildings for Tribal Court, Tribal 

Police and Human Services with a 

new, purpose-built justice center to 

address critical safety and space con-

cerns. The current facilities are out-

dated, too small, and unsafe, no long-

er meeting the operational needs of 

the tribe and posing risks to both the 

community and staff. The new jus-

tice center would provide modern, 

secure, and efficient spaces designed 

to support public safety, judicial pro-

cesses, and overall community well-

being.  

RSIC’s new Multipurpose Justice 

Center will serve as a centralized hub 

Chairman Gardipe, 1st Lady Darlene Gardipe and Public Works Employee & 

Parade Driver, Terracotta Guzman wave to the crowd from the Mercedes Car.  

https://www.rsic.org/193/Planning
https://www.rsic.org/193/Planning
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Continued from page 4 

for various legal, public safety func-

tions and community services. 

RSIC’s first priority is the safety and 

wellbeing of our community. Some 

key advantages are:  

1. Enhanced Accessibility: making 

it easier for residents to access 

necessary resources and infor-

mation.  

2. Improved Coordination: facili-

tates better communication and 

collaboration among different 

departments, leading to more 

effective and timely resolution 

legal matters.  

3. Community Involvement: en-

courages community participa-

tion, fostering a sense of owner-

ship and responsibility among 

residents in addressing crime 

and its causes.  

4. Restorative Justice: promotes 

restorative practices, allowing 

offenders to understand the im-

pact of their victims and the 

community, which can lead to 

healing and rehabilitation.  

5. Support for Offenders: can help 

reintegrate offenders into the 

community, promoting positive 

behavior changes and enhancing 

public safety.  

Washoe County School District & 

Closure of Roger Corbett Elemen-

tary – WCSD Board of Trustees 

voted to repurpose four (4) elemen-

tary schools. It’s one more step in the 

plans to modernize facilities across 

the region going forward. The four 

(4) elementary schools to be repur-

posed are Roger Corbett, Veterans 

Memorial, Edwin S. Dodson, and 

Smithridge. Libby Booth is also in 

discussion of rezoning. Each of these 

schools are 40-75 years old and now 

have outdated design models. These 

buildings are costly or impractical to 

renovate due to small site sizes, and 

they serve significantly fewer stu-

dents than the district average.  

Many of our RSIC children have and 

continue to attend Roger Corbett 

Elementary. This is a bittersweet 

moment, as Roger Corbett Elemen-

tary will begin repurposing work 

during the 2026-2027 school year. 

The RSIC Education Dept. is cur-

rently working with WCSD to ad-

dress any concerns regarding the 

rezoning of our RSIC students. How-

ever, we would like to see our RSIC 

Parents get involved and address 

their concerns directly with WCSD. 

The next WCSD Rezoning Meeting 

will be on January 15th, 5:30pm-

7:30pm, location and agenda are still 

to be determined. Roger Corbett and 

Libby Booth will be discussed in 

more detail at this meeting. For more 

information, please contact the Edu-

cation Dept. at 775-329-6114.  

RSIC’s Digital Infrastructure – 

RSIC is now using electronic time-

keeping for our workforce and we 

are now in the process of implement-

ing Laserfiche for digital archiving.  

As our tribe grows, there is a need to 

keep up with the times digitally. We 

are making  choices to enhance 

productivity while minimizing our 

ecological footprint, and hopefully, 

save a few more trees.  

General Tribal Elections – Con-

gratulations to all the newly elected 

Council. Swearing-In Ceremony will 

take place on December 10th at the 

Reno Multipurpose Room.    

Political Update & Government 

Reopening – On November 12th, 

Congress passed and President 

Trump signed into law the 

“Continuing Appropriations, Agri-

culture, Legislative Branch, Military 

Construction and Veteran Affairs, 

and Extensions Act of 2026”, ending 

the longest federal government shut-

down in U.S. history. This temporary 

agreement reopens the government 

by extending Fiscal Year (FY) 2025 

funding levels through January 31, 

2026. [National Indian Health Board 

Blog dated Nov. 14, 2025] 

Additionally, the government could 

shut down again if the 2026 budget 

isn’t agreed upon by January 30, 

2026. RSIC is continuing to pay 

close attention to the political and 

world news that may affect tribes. 

We are still working with our local, 

state and federal representatives 

while strategizing with our federal 

and state lobbyists.  

SNAP Benefits to our Vulnerable 

Population – The government shut-

down placed our vulnerable popula-

tion who rely on services such as 

SNAP to provide nutrition and other 

food sources in jeopardy. During the 

shutdown, our community expressed 

that they had been feeling anxious, 

overwhelmed, and even frightened 

by cuts to SNAP and the suspensions 

to other programs they are currently 

using. The programs provide basic 

necessities, like food, medical, edu-

cation, social services, clinic/

behavior health and dental services. 

As we continue to help our commu-

nity, RSIC has a few food resources:  

 Monthly Food Bank in Hungry 

Valley, 3rd Tuesday of every 

month.  

 Weekly Food Bank at RSTHC 

on Thursdays 

 Weekly Youth Food Bank with 

UNITY at TLC Building on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays.  

 Commodity Distribution, Dec 

23rd, 8am-11:45am, 34 Res Rd.  

November was Native American 

Heritage Month and Thanksgiving. 

Let’s continue to honor the harvest 

we received and the history inter-

twined with Native American cul-

ture. Lastly, don’t miss the After 

Thanksgiving Craft Fair happening 

November 28th and 29th at the Reno 

Gym, 10am-6pm.  

As we move into December and the 

holidays, I wish you all a Merry, 

Merry Christmas. Stay informed by 

visiting our website, following our 

social medias, or reading Camp 

News.  
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25 Tribal Members also had the 

opportunity to cast their votes 

with an absentee ballot by either 

dropping it off at 34 Reserva-

tion Rd Ballot Box or by USPS 

Mail.  

Of the 17 candidates, only four 

(4) could be elected for a seat 

on tribal council. The results 

came in around 8pm of Tribal 

Election Day.  

The four (4) candidates who 

won the Tribal Election were  

Michael Acosta (14.49%), Rob-

in M. Eagle (10.07%), Anthony 

Abbie (9.25%) and Jessica Cas-

tillo (9.12%).   

All the candidates campaigned 

on a variety of issues.  

Michael Acosta, serving his 1st 

term, campaigned on analyzing 

and researching government 

policies that actually affect 

RSIC’s tribal community; land 

space and it’s relationship to 

goals such as social justice, eco-

nomic development and envi-

ronmental sustainability; grass 

roots activism to advocate for 

tribal sovereignty; and the fu-

ture growth and development of 

RSIC’s properties.  

Anthony Abbie, who will be 

serving his 3rd term on Council, 

campaigned on the importance 

of supporting higher education 

to prosper RSIC with genera-

tional knowledge; the essential 

need to support our elders with 

better services for healthcare, 

daily activities and nutrition 

support so they can continue to 

teach and preserve the Washoe, 

Paiute and Shoshone cultures; 

economic development to in-

clude trust properties and taxes; 

and creating more youth athletic 

programs.  

Robin M. Eagle, who will be 

serving her 4th term, cam-

paigned on accountability, di-

versity and enhancing RSIC’s 

vision by moving forward with 

economic development. To fo-

cus on parcels that are undevel-

oped; search for additional 

funding for a cultural center; 

develop the Powwow & Hand-

games recreational site; build a 

new Archives building; create 

satellite services in Hungry Val-

ley such as medical services and 

senior assisted programs; and 

enhancing RSIC’s youth in-

volvement.   

Jessica Castillo, serving her 1st 

term, campaigned on issues 

such as economic growth and 

job creation for tribal members; 

improving Education Dept. and 

the 477 Program; housing for 

all members no matter their in-

come level or age; healthcare 

and prioritizing RSIC Tribal 

Members; and fostering a com-

munity environment of inclusiv-

ity, innovation and opportunity.  

Congratulations to RSIC’s new-

ly elected Tribal Council Mem-

bers! You’ve been entrusted 

with a great responsibility— 

may you lead with integrity and 

heart. A Swearing-In Ceremony 

will take place on Dec 10th, 

6pm at Reno Multipurpose 

Room.  

Additionally, great job to all the 

Candidates who had the cour-

age to voice their opinions to 

create positive change. All the 

Candidates had great ideas and 

solutions to the issues they were 

passionate about.  

RSIC’s voter participation rate 

for the 2025 Tribal Election was 

40.02%. Out of 972 eligible vot-

ers, 389 Tribal Members voted. 

Compared to the 2023 Tribal 

Election, the voter participation 

rate was 45.5%, meaning out of 

923 eligible voters, 420 Tribal 

Members voted. We’ve gained 

49 new eligible voters since 

2023.  

The Reno-Sparks Indian Colony 

is a sovereign nation. Its tribal 

government includes an elected 

Chairman and an eight (8) 

member council which serves as 

the governing body per the 

RSIC Constitution.  

The Constitution gives the Trib-

al Council the authority and re-

sponsibility to raise revenues, 

incur expenses, enter into con-

tracts, borrow money, adminis-

ter funds, purchase land, and 

provide services for the general 

welfare and benefit of the Colo-

ny’s tribal and community 

members. 

The Colony has unique tradi-

tions, history, culture and lan-

guages which are essential for 

the progress of RSIC. The reser-

vation covers 15,610 acres in 

Reno and Sparks. The tribal en-

rollment office reports a total 

membership of 1,379 as No-

vember 2025.  

For more info about Tribal 

Elections, contact the Commit-

tee at TribalElectionCommit-

tee@rsic.org.  

Continued from Page 1 
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2025 NEVADA DAY PARADE 
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(Carson City, NV) - Nevada Day Parade was held on November 1,2025 in Carson City. Parade participants 

came from all over the State of Nevada. Multiple Nevada tribes came to show their vital cultural heritage to 

the public.   

RSIC is always proud to represent our community in the annual parade. The theme was “Wild, Wild West”. 

So this year, we took this marketing opportunity to educate the public about RSIC’s tribal history, Chief Num-

aga and the Paiute Wars. We invited everyone to Numaga Indian Days 2026 and our upcoming tribal events 

open to the public.  

Tribal Chairman and Council were in attendance, plus the Pow Wow Club, Eagle Wings, UNITY, Numaga 

Princesses, WWll Vet Beatrice Thayer, Public Works, Behavior Health and RSIC Tribal Members young and 

elderly to represent. Thanks to all who come out to help to showcase our tribe to the state. 
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I would like to extend my deepest gratitude to eve-

ryone at the Reno-Sparks Tribal Health Center and 

to all of the community members who supported 

me on my journey to Cape Town, South Africa, for 

my powerlifting meet at the Masters World Cham-

pionships with team USA. 

Your generosity, encouragement, and belief in me 

made this incredible experience possible. Many of 

you stayed up until midnight in the United States to 

watch my competition livestream-cheering, send-

ing messages, and celebrating each lift with me. 

Knowing I had an entire community behind me 

gave me strength, focus, and pride on that platform. 

I’m incredibly honored to share that team USA 

placed second in the world, and I was fortunate 

enough to earn the gold medal in the bench press, 

becoming the World Champion in the Masters M3 

63kg division. Standing on that first - place podium 

was one of the greatest moments of my life. 

Together We Reached The World Stage  

Thank you to everyone who helped me fund this 

trip, who encouraged me through training, and 

who followed my journey from Reno to the world 

stage. None of this would have been possible 

without you. 

I am proud to represent our community, the Reno 

Sparks Tribal Health Center and Reno Sparks In-

dian Colony   grateful beyond words for the love 

and support you continue to show me. 

 

Tiffany Dean, Maters World Champion 

USA Powerlifting team 

Powerlifting America 
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2025 Veteran’s Day Parade 
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2025 Veteran’s Day Dinner 

Veterans Day, observed annually on November 11, holds special significance for Native Americans who have served in the U.S. 

Armed Forces at the highest per capita rate of any ethnic group in every major U.S. conflict since the Revolutionary War. 

Here at the Reno-Sparks Indian Colony we recognize and honor all Veterans who have served in the military, highlighting RSIC 

Tribal Members and other Native Vets. This year’s keynote speaker was Ira Coffey who gave a detailed story of his journey in the 

Marines. Ira, followed in the footsteps of his father, William Coffey Jr. 

The Veterans Day Parade downtown was special. Many tribal members came out to pay respects to all our Veterans while carrying 

photos of our Native Vets. Grandma Beatrice Thayer, a 98 year old WWII Veteran, received a standing ovation at the beginning of 

the parade as she cruised by in the Mercedes-Benz convertible car. The powwow veterans music also captured a lot of attention. 

Everyone was dancing and bobbing their heads. It was a grand and honorable celebration. Great Job Veterans Committee!!   
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Reno Headstart Thanksgiving Dinner 

On November 18 Reno Headstart held their Annual 

Thanksgiving Family Dinner at 34 Multipurpose 

Room. The prayer was given by Gina Howard and 

the food was served to the mom’s. dad’s, brother’s 

and sisters in attendance. The kids were thrilled to 

have dinner with their Headstart family and the din-

ner was prepared by the cook and staff. Staff worked 

hard  spending most of the day cooking, as well as, 

attending to their classrooms.   

Hungry Valley Headstart had a Family Thanksgiv-

ing Luncheon Thursday, November 20 at the Hun-

gry Valley Gym Community Room. The prayer was 

given by Rose Lundy in the Washoe  Language prior 

to everyone eating.  

It was good to see both communities come out for the 

kids and had a good time eating and visiting. For HV 

Headstart, once lunch was done it was back to the 

classroom.  Thank you RSIC Headstart Staff!  
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HV Headstart Thanksgiving Luncheon 
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Legal / Public / Job Announcements  
Recruitment  for committee / boards 
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Recruitment  for committee / boards 
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RSIC Senior Program Thanksgiving Dinner and BINGO 

Seniors Thanksgiving Dinner with all the trimmings, pumpkin pie and topped with BINGO. Officer 

Hafalla was on hand to educate the seniors about “scammers and safety” during the holiday season. The 

elderly are the most vulnerable to scammers who mostly, take advantage of the senior population during 

the holidays. Scams are received in different ways, like phone calls, emails, pop ups on certain web sights, 

or solicitors coming to the door. We appreciate the time Officer Hafala to help keep our community safe. 

The Thanksgiving luncheon was delicious. Kudos to the Senior Program Chefs and staff. Seeing the el-

ders enjoy their company and win a few prizes was priceless.  
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intersection improvements has 

begun with underground utility 

and pole foundation improve-

ments for the signal system.  

Work will continue this Fall/

Winter on Golden Lane, Sun-

shine Lane, and Reservation 

Road.    

Utility Improvements  

Crews are working on under-

ground utility improvements at 

Mill Street and Sunshine Lane. 

A new sidewalk with a pedestri-

an ramp will be constructed  

RTC’s Mill Street Capacity and 

Safety Project is on schedule 

with many improvements being 

constructed above ground in-

cluding new pavement on Mill 

Street and a new retaining wall 

near Port of Subs. Crews con-

tinue working on utility im-

provements; new curb gutter 

and sidewalk; and drainage im-

provements. Construction oper-

ations are taking place mostly 

during the day, but night work 

is possible Monday through 

Friday. Traffic control includes 

lane closure and temporary 

driveway closures. No con-

struction work will occur from 

December 24 to January 4. 

Look Ahead 

Underground utility improve-

ments crossing Golden Lane at 

Mill Street are anticipated to 

begin the week of December 1 

and last approximately five (5) 

working days. During this time, 

half of the intersection will be 

closed at a time and traffic will 

be detoured to Sunshine Lane 

and Prosperity Street. 

Underground utility improve-

ments crossing Reservation 

Road at Mill Street are antici-

pated to begin sometime be-

tween December 8 to 19 and 

last approximately four (4) 

days. During this time traffic 

will be detoured to Golden 

Lane. Please follow the signed 

detour. 

Golden Lane Construction  

Work for the new Golden Lane 

 Dedicated right turn lane 

from eastbound Mill Street 

to southbound I-580. 

 New signalized intersection 

at Mill Street and Golden 

Lane. Golden Lane will be 

extended from Mill Street to 

Market Street. Mill Street 

access from Redwood Place 

and Louise Street will be 

closed. 

 Intersection safety and oper-

ational improvements at 

Reservation Road and Mat-

ley Lane, with right-in, right

-out only movements. 

 Utility improvements and 

relocations, including un-

dergrounding of overhead 

facilities. 

 Drainage improvements to 

accommodate roadway wid-

ening. 

 Sidewalk and pedestrian 

ramp improvements to en-

sure Americans with Disa-

bilities Act (ADA) compli-

ancy. 

 Continuous dedicated bike 

lanes between Yori Avenue 

and Terminal Way/Greg 

Street. 

 Pavement repairs and slurry 

seal between Yori Avenue 

and Kietzke Lane. 

RTC would like to thank the 

community for your contin-

ued patience during construc-

tion and wish you a safe and 

happy holiday season. 

December 2026 Update on Mills Street Capacity and Safety Project 

similar to the new ramp on Mill 

Street east of the Grand Sierra 

Resort. 

Retaining Wall Construction  

Crews continue working on a 

new retaining wall on the north 

sides of Mill Street near Port of 

Subs. This will help accommo-

date the roadway widening and 

sidewalk improvements.  

Project Improvements  

 Widening of Mill Street 

from four to five lanes from 

500 feet west of Kietzke 

Lane to the I-580 south-

bound on-ramp. 

New Sidewalk on Mill Street west of  

Sunshine Lane 
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Liberating Tribal Economies— 

Ending the Oppressive Myths and Federal Policies | Opinion 
Opinion Written By: Adam Crepelle, Republished from MSN  

Native American Heritage 

Month is here and bound to 

produce the usual depictions of 

Native Americans as a mono-

lithic, teepee dwelling, non-

commercial people who live in 

harmony with nature. Indige-

nous cultural aversion to busi-

ness is often blamed for the 

poverty that plagues Indian res-

ervations. Though many people 

assume tribal economic strug-

gles result from a cultural clash 

with the United States’ free en-

terprise system, the problem 

isn’t Indigenous culture. The 

problem is federal policy.  

Long before Europeans entered 

the Americas, Indigenous 

Americans had vibrant, free 

market economies. Copper 

mined in the Great Lakes was 

traded as far south as Florida, 

and lightning whelks from the 

Gulf Coast were traded as far 

north as Canada. The long-

distance trade is particularly 

impressive considering pre-

Columbian North America’s 

only pack animal was the dog. 

Ground transportation was per-

formed by humans, who had no 

boots or tennis shoes, along 

well-worn trade routes—routes 

many modern highways follow. 

Indians also ably used water-

ways to expedite trade. They 

built boats capable of carrying 

several tons of goods and engi-

neered canals.  

To support commerce, tribes 

secured property and contract 

rights. Private property rights 

even extended to songs, stories 

and images. Through contracts, 

Indian merchants of-

fered warranties on goods and 

charged interest. Tribes also 

used currencies includ-

ing turquoise, elk 

teeth and dentalium.  

European arrival brought hard-

ships for Americas’ Indigenous 

peoples, but they seized oppor-

tunities to trade. Indians imme-

diately recognized that metal 

knives, axes and needles could 

make their daily lives easier. 

Indians also knew Europeans 

wanted furs. Accordingly, many 

tribal economies shifted from 

agriculture to pelt production to 

satisfy market demands. De-

spite vast cultural differences 

between Indians and Europeans, 

a mutual understanding of mar-

kets allowed exchange to organ-

ically occur. 

Many tribes prospered in the 

post-Columbian economy. Mo-

hawk success in the fur trade 

enabled them to outbid colo-

nists for European wares—

leading Dutch colonists to com-

plain that Indians were driving 

up the price of baked goods. 

The New Netherland Council 

responded to the complaints 

by banning the sale of cake and 

bread to Indians. In 1722, a 

priest in New Orleans wrote 

the Tunica Chief “was dressed 

in the French fashion [and] car-

ries on trade with the French, 

supplying them with horses and 

poultry, and is very expert at 

business.” Tribes naturally 

adapted, and Indians did not 

question whether horses, guns, 

or metal tools were destroying 

their cultures. Rather, Indige-

nous cultures evolved just as 

other cultures do.  

So what happened? Federal pol-

icies. 

Over the years, the U.S. federal 

government has enacted numer-

ous laws that continue to haunt 

tribal economies. Take reserva-

tion trust land. It’s owned by the 

federal government for the ben-

efit of a tribe or individual Indi-

ans. Trust land cannot be used 

without federal permission. 

Simply getting federal approval 

to lease trust land can take over 

a year. Construction on trust 

land requires jumping through 

more federal hoops and can cost 

millions of dollars. Commenting 

on the labyrinthine federal bu-

reaucracy, former Navajo Na-

tion President Jonathan 

Nez said, “The federal govern-

ment subjects us to crippling 

oversight whenever we dig a 

hole.” 

The slow-moving federal bu-

reaucracy costs tribes money. 

Southern Ute Indian Tribe 

knows this well. Southern Ute 

needed rights-of-way to develop 

energy infrastructure on its res-

ervation and obtaining federal 

approval took over eight years. 

During the delay, natural gas 
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prices reached record highs. By 

the time approval occurred, gas 

prices tanked—costing South-

ern Ute an estimated $95 mil-

lion. Money the tribe will never 

recover. 

The United States Supreme 

Court deserves blame for tribes’ 

economic troubles too. The 

Court’s jurisprudence has con-

sistently undermined tribal gov-

ernance authority, and this has 

created tremendous uncertainty 

over whether tribes or states 

regulate activities occurring on 

tribal land. Resolving 

these jurisdictional dis-

putes costs significant time and 

money. Businesses avoid this 

jurisdictional escapade by oper-

ating beyond reservation bor-

ders. 

Moreover, the Supreme Court 

allows states to tax transactions 

on tribal lands. Quil Ceda Vil-

lage (QCV) is illustrative. QCV 

houses a bustling shopping cen-

ter that was built by the Tulalip 

Tribes on its reservation. 

Tulalip provides all government 

services at QCV. Nevertheless, 

in 2018, a federal court affirmed 

Washington state and 

Snohomish County’s power to 

tax transactions at QCV—

snatching over $40 million a 

year from tribal coffers. Mean-

while, Tulalip collects $0 in tax 

revenue.  

Antiquated federal bureaucracy, 

bewildering jurisdictional rules 

and burdensome state taxation 

bludgeon the spirit of enterprise 

on tribal lands. They are the 

barrier to tribal prosperity—not 

Indigenous culture. 

To rekindle Indigenous econo-

mies, tribes must be liberated 

from the outmoded constraints 

on their sovereignty. This 

means recognizing tribes’ right 

to control their land and assert 

exclusive jurisdiction over the 

events occurring on it. Affirm-

ing tribal sovereignty will ena-

ble Indigenous economies to 

innovate and thrive. 

 

Adam Crepelle is a professor at 

Loyola University Chicago 

School of Law. He is the author 

of the book Becoming Nations 

Again: The Journey Towards 

Tribal Self-Determination. 

The views expressed in this arti-

cle are the writer’s own. 
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 Black Friday & Native American Made Gifts at RSIC’s Eagle Wings 

18th Annual After-Thanksgiving Craft Fair  

(Reno, NV – November 24, 

2025) —Get exclusive Native 

American gifts this Black Fri-

day weekend! Shop at the 18th 

Annual Eagle Wings After-

Thanksgiving Craft Fair Fund-

raiser hosted by Reno-Sparks 

Indian Colony (RSIC) in honor 

of Native American Heritage 

Month. Happening this Black 

Friday, November 28th and Sat-

urday, November 29th from 

10am-6pm at the RSIC Reno 

Gym (34 Reservation Road, 

Building #B, Reno, NV; right 

off the freeway between Mill St. 

and East 2nd St.).  

Witness Great Basin cultural 

artistry along with neighboring 

tribes and locals’ artwork. 

There will be over 40 vendors 

selling traditional-style beaded 

bracelets, earrings, necklaces, 

beaded hats, plus other styles of 

jewelry including silverwork. 

Contemporary Native American 

fashion and art like ribbon 

skirts. Native plant salves, 

shampoos, and conditioner. Tra-

ditional foods like pineuts and 

elderberry jam. Baked goods 

and just a huge range of arts and 

crafts. All with competitive 

prices to the big retail stores.  

Admission is FREE. Plus, a 

fundraising raffle will be hosted 

by the Eagle Wings Pageant 

Dance Group. Purchase tickets 

for a chance to win a handmade 

Star Quilt, in addition to many 

other prizes donated by the ven-

dors. Raffle tickets will be sold 

at the door. $1/each or 6 tickets 

for $5.  

The craft fair fundraiser pro-

ceeds will benefit the Eagles 

Wings Pageant Dance Group to 

purchase dance outfit materi-

als—buckskin for dresses/

regalia and moccasins, calico 

material and thread-- props, 

food and travel costs.  

Eagle Wings Pageant Dance 

Group are Great Basin cultural 

ambassadors. They are called 

upon for cultural presentations, 

culture exchanges and educa-

tional presentations across the 

State of Nevada. The dance 

group performs the true Great 

Basin songs and dances of the 

Newe (Western Shoshone), Nu-

mu (Northern Paiute) and 

Washiw (Washoe).  
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The dance group was created in 

2006 to preserve Indigenous 

Great Basin culture, songs, 

dances and languages for future 

generations. These songs and 

dances are tens of thousands 

years old. They are the original 

dances/ceremonies of the indig-

enous peoples of Nevada. Many 

of the dancers have committed 

to traditional lifestyles and prac-

tices. Eagle Wings consists of 

intergenerational dancers and is 

consistently recruiting new 

dancers every year.  

“The Eagle Wings motto is 

“Walking in the Footsteps of 

Our Ancestors” because we be-

lieve it is the spirit of the Old 

Ones that lead and guide us,” 

stated Stacey Burns, director of 

the Eagle Wings and RSIC’s 

Language and Culture Coordi-

nator. “These dances are how 

we express gratitude to our Cre-

ator and Mother Earth for all the 

gifts provided to the people who 

live in these lands. These danc-

es help us remain culturally 

strong with each generation.” 

The Eagle Wings Pageant 

Dance Group will be perform-

ing on Saturday afternoon, No-

vember 29th at 2pm.  

In addition, the popular Indian 

Tacos will be sold. The Reno-

Sparks Indian Colony’s United 

National Indian Tribal Youth 

(UNITY) Council will be also 

fundraising to raise money for 

the Annual National United In-

dian Tribal Youth Conference 

which will be held in Oklahoma 

City in 2026. (This conference 

serves as a platform for Native 

youth to voice their concerns, 

share experiences, and develop 

skills that will empower them to 

make a positive impact in their 

communities.) 

The UNITY Youth Council vol-

unteers their time to participate 

in community events, tribal 

leadership meetings, honoring 

of our elders events, emergency 

services and they are all CERT 

members, plus much more. 

RSIC is incredibly thankful for 

this UNITY group. They volun-

teer and help every program 

within the tribe. Plus, their Indi-

an Tacos are also very, very de-

licious. 

The craft fairs help tribal mem-

bers prosper by showcasing 

their talent while improving 

their financial stability, enhanc-

ing tribal values, plus sharing 

culture. This is a modern day 

Native American gathering to 

trade and barter for goods for 

the holidays. 

  

Reno-Sparks Indian Colony's 

mission is to offer opportunities 

for tribal members to improve 

their lives and enhance tribal 

values by making community 

programs, services, and projects 

available. RSIC's vision is for a 

strong community that promotes 

and encourages individual spir-

itual, physical, and emotional 

health to foster a long, abun-

dant, and prosperous life; which 

will promote personal, family 

and community responsibility 

and prosperity.  

RSIC welcomes you to join Ea-

gle Wings and UNITY at the 

After Thanksgiving Craft Fair 

fundraiser. Come support Na-

tive American Culture and ex-

pert craftsmanship, while sup-

porting these Youth Programs. 

We hope to see you there.  

RSIC UNITY Youth Council in San Diego, CA for the National UNITY Conference 2025  
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Let’s celebrate sobriety while passing cultural practices from one generation 

to the next at RSIC’s New Year’s Eve Sobriety Powwow 

(Reno, NV – Novem-

ber 25, 2024) —

RENO, NV.) Looking 

for a family friendly, 

sober NYE celebration 

full of tradition? Join 

us for the 22nd Annual 

New Year’s Eve Sobri-

ety Powwow on 

Wednesday, December 

31st, 4pm-12:30am at 

the Reno-Sparks Indian 

Colony (RSIC) Gym: 

34 Reservation Road, 

Building #B, Reno, NV. 

It's a FREE, FAMILY 

FRIENDLY event for all ages. 

Everyone is invited to partici-

pate, inclusive of our non-

native friends.  

Powwows gather people from 

all walks of life and this pow-

wow focuses on sober traditions 

that reflect RSIC's values and 

goals. It brings an exciting op-

portunity to create memorable 

experiences without the influ-

ence of alcohol or substances.   

In its 22nd year, everyone in 

attendance will welcome 2026 

with drums, songs, and round-

ing dancing; all while passing 

cultural practices from one gen-

eration to the next. 

Traditionally, Native Ameri-

cans acknowledge the New 

Year 2 weeks before the mod-

ern-day January 1st celebration; 

through the sun, mountains & 

stars. The old ones used astro-

nomical observations to create 

calendars and the passing of 

time. Ceremonies, songs and 

prayers are held to honor the 

universe because we are all con-

nected. 

The annual New Year’s Eve So-

briety Powwow does not forget 

these teachings and honors the 

dancing, prayers and songs to 

heal our nations. Continuing to 

provide a sober, safe and fun 

event on the biggest drinking 

holiday of the year.  

Alongside the powwow, there 

will be Indigenous artists sell-

ing handmade beadwork, native

-style clothing, traditional 

foods, and more.   

No one will get bored! All pow-

wow attendees will be able to 

partake in free raffle door priz-

es, the sobriety chip giveaway, 

cake walks, & more.  

The RSIC New Year’s Eve So-

briety Powwow began in 2003. 

The RSIC community was ex-

periencing an increase in drug 

abuse and a committee was 

formed, the Drug Elimination 

Task Force (DETF). The DETF 

provided work programs for the 

various RSIC govern-

ment departments. One 

of these programs be-

came a notable commu-

nity event, the Annual 

New Year’s Eve Pow-

Wow: A Sobriety Cele-

bration. 

Powwows are festive 

intertribal events orga-

nized by Native Ameri-

cans where there’s 

dancing, singing, drum-

ming and socializing with rela-

tives and friends. Health bene-

fits of powwows include 

strengthening cardiovascular 

fitness through strenuous dances 

and providing a positive and 

transformative experience that 

can impact mental health and 

self-esteem.  

The RSIC New Year’s Eve So-

briety Powwow celebrates and 

promotes sobriety as it improves 

physical, mental, emotional, 

psychological and financial 

health while cultivating healthi-

er personal relationships.  

We hope you and your family 

can make the time to swing by 

our sober event.  

This event is organized by the 

RSIC Powwow Committee and 

sponsored by Reno-Sparks Indi-

an Colony, Reno-Sparks Tribal 

Health Center, Travel Nevada, 

Reno-Sparks Convention Visi-

tors Authority and Nevada’s 

Indian Territory. For more info, 

please contact RSIC Powwow 

Committee at pow-

wow@rsic.org. 
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