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Sacred Places or Indigenous Sacrifice? 
“We Can’t Mine Our Way Out of a Climate Crisis!”  

By: Mark Trahant, Editor-at-Large for Indian Country Today 

(Reno, NV) - This is a story 

about competing narratives. 

Stories told over and over and 

are used to frame a debate to try 

and find consensus. Yet in this 

case the stories lead down dif-

ferent paths.  

One story is about a sacred, his-

toric place, Peehee Mu’huh in 

Paiute, or Thacker Pass in Eng-

lish. The site is “a sacred place 

where our ancestors lived and 

died,” said Michon Eben, the 

Reno-Sparks Indian Colony’s 

tribal historic preservation of-

ficer in a recent news release. 

“We still go there to pray, gath-

er food and medicine, hunt and 

teach our youth about the histo-

ry of our people.” 

The other story is about con-

flict, actually several conflicts. 

Peehee Mu’huh is home to criti-

cal minerals that could power a 

transition into renewable ener-

gy. But these new technologies 

require more minerals to build 

than the fossil fuel technolo-

gies. 

As the world seeks ways to 

transition into renewable tech, 

once again, Indigenous lands 

are at the center of sacrifice and 

mining controversies. The 

Thacker Pass project is just one 

of many. 

The tribe said mining on the 

pass would be like mining on a 

site as important as Pearl Har-

bor. 

Peaceful Marchers stand with Reno-Sparks Indian Colony, Burns Paiute Tribe, People of Red Mountain, Rancher Ed Bartell , and 

Environmental Groups to Protect PeeHee Mu’Huh (Rotten Moon) / Protect Thacker Pass. Photo by: Stacey Burns  
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 Started in the early 1980s, 

The Camp News is the 

monthly publication for the 

Reno-Sparks Indian Colony  

(RSIC) community.  The 

newsletter is produced 

monthly out of the RSIC 

Public Relations Office, and 

duplicated and distributed 

by the RSIC Administration 

Front Office. 

SEND US YOUR NEWS   

   The deadline for all print 

submissions to be consid-

ered for publication in The 

Camp News is 5 p.m., the 

second Thursday of every 

month.  

CONTACT OUR STAFF 

   E-mail your submissions 

to newsletter@rsic.org, 

bsam@rsic.org or drop off 

your photos and suggested 

articles at 34 Reservation 

Road, Reno, NV 89502.   

CIRCULATION 

   If you live outside Washoe 

County and would like to 

receive The Camp News  

via U.S. Post Office, please  

contact us with your mailing 

address. 

   If you have a problem with  

delivery, please call us  

at (775) 329-2936. 

ELECTRONIC EDITION 

   For those of you who 

would prefer to get an  

electronic version of The 

Camp News or just read it 

on-line, please see:  

www.rsic.org and PDFs  

of our publication are  

available. 

   If you have questions, call 

us at 329-2936. 

Deadlines, Mailing List 

The Camp News Profile 
Important February Dates: 
4-5 Lakota Beauty  Basketball Camp, Reno Gym, 9am-3pm 
8  Wednesday Tribal Council General Meeting, 6PM in HV 
10 Friday, UNITY Craft Fair Fundraiser, Reno Multipurpose Room, 

10am-6pm 
11 Saturday, UNITY Craft Fair Fundraiser, Reno Multipurpose 

Room, 10am-6pm 
14 Tuesday, Happy Valentines Day! 
14 Tuesday, Nevada Tribes Legislative Day, 12:30pm at  
  Legislative building in Carson City.  
  Tuesday, UNITY  Indian Taco Fundraiser, Reno Multipurpose    
  Room, 5pm- 8pm 
17 Friday, Rainmakers Basketball Team’s I LOVE BINGO Fundraiser,  
  Reno Multipurpose Room, 6pm 
20 Monday Presidents Day, RSIC Admin Offices & RSTHC      
  CLOSED.  
21 Tuesday Commodity Food Distribution 34 Admin Bldg. 
21 Tuesday Food Bank of Northern Nevada Mobile Harvest HV 2:30           
  3:30pm 
22 Wednesday, Tribal Council Economic Development 

Meeting/ CEA Meeting, 6PM in HV  
24 UNITY BBQ Plate Fundraiser, 34 Reservation Rd, 11am-  
  2pm.  
Please Note:  
- RSIC’s THPO/Cultural Resources Program’s “Wounded Souls—   
   Extracting From the Land and Our Spirits” Exhibit is open, Monday—                                                       
 Friday, 11am-6pm & Saturday’s 11am-3pm.  More Info: 775-785-1326.  
 
 

COVID-19 Stockpile:  To request PPE, call Joanna Hicks at 775 560-0941 

www.rsic.org 

February Important Dates 

FOLLOW US AT: 

Find the most  up-to-date info on RSIC’s Facebook.  

If you’d like to receive RAVE Alert text messages,  

call/text 775-842-2902 or bsam@rsic.org or bharjo@rsic.org   

mailto:smontooth@rsic.org
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list. Lithium, cobalt, and other 

minerals are used to make bat-

teries for electric cars tying the 

story of mining to that of cli-

mate change. 

A year ago the White 

House announced major invest-

ments to “Expand Domestic 

Critical Minerals Supply Chain, 

Breaking Dependence on China 

and Boosting Sustainable Prac-

tices.” Thacker Pass got a green 

light for construction during the 

Trump administration and has 

its permits. There is a challenge 

now in federal courts and the 

U.S. District Judge Miranda Du 

said in a January hearing that 

ruling could come in the next 

couple of months. 

“Throughout U.S. history, tribes 

have always been set up to lose 

in the U.S. le-

gal system 

against the Bu-

reau of Land 

Management,” 

Melendez said. 

“This lithium 

mine stands in 

the way of our 

roots and it’s 

violating the 

religious free-

doms of our 

elders, our peo-

ple.” 

Yet the White House policy 

brief says tribes will be includ-

ed. “The reports recommended 

expanding domestic mining, 

production, processing, and re-

cycling of critical minerals and 

materials — all with a laser fo-

cus on boosting strong labor, 

environmental and environmen-

“As tribal leaders, it’s our re-

sponsibility to protect and honor 

our sacred places,” said Arlan 

Melendez, chairman of the Re-

no-Sparks Indian Colony, and a 

US Marine Corps veteran. 

There is a race to mine and 

bring to market critical minerals 

and lithium is at the top of that 

tal justice, community engage-

ment, and Tribal consultation 

standards.”  

And supporters of the mine 

point to support from the Fort 

McDermitt Paiute and Shoshone 

Tribe. A community benefit 

agreement, signed last October, 

establishes a framework for 

“continued collaboration and 

defines the long-term benefits 

for the Tribe, the largest Native 

American community within the 

vicinity of the Project.” 

The company says it's acting as 

a good neighbor, promising to 

construct a community center, 

creating jobs, adding training 

programs, and preparing tribal 

members for “long-term, family

-supporting careers critical to 

developing a North American 

battery supply chain.” 

The story of climate change is 

linked to the rapid expansion of 

mining for critical minerals. 

This is an old story, though, the 

sacrifice of Indigenous lands. 

And adding climate change to 

the text does not make it new. 

“The data shows a looming mis-

match 
Continued on Page 8... 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/02/22/fact-sheet-securing-a-made-in-america-supply-chain-for-critical-minerals/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/02/22/fact-sheet-securing-a-made-in-america-supply-chain-for-critical-minerals/
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between the world’s strength-

ened climate ambitions and the 

availability of critical minerals 

that are essential to realizing 

those ambitions,” said Fatih Bi-

rol, executive director of the 

International Energy Agency. 

A May 2021 report found that 

clean energy is “profoundly” 

different from a technological 

perspective. For instance, it 

generally requires more miner-

als to build solar photovoltaic 

plants, wind farms and electric 

vehicles than fossil fuel-based 

systems, the report states. 

“A typical electric car requires 

six times the mineral inputs of a 

conventional car, and an on-

shore wind plant requires nine 

times more mineral resources 

than a gas-fired power plant,” 

according to the report. “Since 

2010, the average amount of 

minerals needed for a new unit 

of power generation capacity 

has increased by 50% as the 

share of renewables has risen.” 

The IEA says lithium, nickel, 

cobalt, manganese and graphite 

are all crucial to battery perfor-

mance, longevity and energy 

density. The agency says miner-

als are “vital” for wind turbines, 

electric vehicle motors and elec-

tric networks including “a huge 

amount of cop-

per and alumi-

num, with cop-

per being a 

cornerstone for 

all electricity-

related tech-

nologies.” 

Then there is 

another way of 

telling the 

same story 

with the same data. 

“The climate crisis is the prod-

uct of a gross imbalance be-

tween historical industrializa-

tion and the natural world,” 

wrote J.R. Owen and five schol-

ars in the peer-reviewed journal, 

Nature Sustainability. 

The report states that it would 

require a 70 percent reduction 

of carbon-dioxide emissions by 

2050 in order to limit global 

warming to two degrees Celsi-

us. This would require the glob-

al energy system to rapidly tran-

sition from fossil fuels to re-

newables, however mining for 

the minerals and resources 

could have problematic impacts 

on local communities. 

“The social and environmental 

crisis associated with climate 

change tends to over-shadow 

the fact that climate mitigation 

solutions will introduce new 

impacts and dynamics as re-

sources are extracted to support 

the transition,” the report states. 

The problem here is that Indige-

nous communities are viewed 

as sacrifice zones, development 

to solve one problem while pa-

pering over the dark impact. In 

the Nature Sustainability pa-

per the scholars did a global in-

ventory of critical mineral pro-

jects and found that of 5,097 

projects, 54 percent, are located 

on or nearby Indigenous peo-

ples’ lands and 29 percent are 

on lands where “Indigenous 

peoples are recognized as man-

aging or exercising some form 

of control or influence over land 

for the purposes of conserva-

tion.” 

One immediate risk is water. 

The authors of the study in Na-

ture Sustainability said the glob-

al mining industry produces 

several billion tons of liquid and 

solid waste every year and “the 

volume of mine waste has in-

creased exponentially. At the 

surface, mine waste prevents 

other land uses, including con-

servation, farming, forestry, and 

for cultural and religious pur-

poses. Mine waste also drives 

large-scale industrial disasters.” 

The study looks at how the 

mines being developed impact 

water globally and “water 

stress” is present in 59 percent 

of these projects. 

Continued on Page 10 & 11 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41893-022-00994-6
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41893-022-00994-6


9 



10 

The study cites Resolution Cop-

per in Arizona – also known as 

Oak Flats – as an example. That 

project could require as much as 

250 billion gallons of water. 

Nearly two-thirds of the pro-

jects identified in the Nature 

Sustainability report show high 

levels of risk across two or 

more metrics, which include 

water, conflict and food insecu-

rity. 

“The present threat to planetary 

limits caused by over-

industrialization is indeed 

alarming,” the report states. “Re

-balancing these limits through 

the prism of energy and new 

technology creates further con-

ditions of imbalance and erodes 

important sustainability objec-

tives that are necessary for the 

protection and preservation of 

the world’s ecosystems and uni-

versally agreed human rights of 

historically marginalized peo-

ples.” 

And that’s where the competing 

story comes into play: What if 

the premise is false? What if the 

story begins with an assumption 

that’s not true, the one told 

about critical minerals? 

Researchers at the University of 

California Davis raised that 

very question and found that 

mining – even a lot more min-

ing – won’t work. The authors’ 

math is that global lithium re-

sources total 89 million tons 

and there are another 22 million 

tons in reserves. But a switch to 

electric vehicles would require 

a tripling of current global lithi-

um production. 

“Large scale mining entails so-

cial and environmental harm, in 

many cases irreversibly damag-

ing landscapes without the con-

sent of affected communities. 

As societies undertake the ur-

gent and transformative task of 

building new, zero-emissions 

energy systems, some level of 

mining is necessary. But the 

volume of extraction is not a 

given. Neither is where mining 

takes place, who bears the so-

cial and environmental burdens, 

or how mining is governed,” 

states the report, Achieving Ze-

ro Emissions with More Mobili-

ty and Less Mining. 

The scientists say a better path 

forward is to focus on transpor-

tation policy, including accessi-

ble public transportation, be-

cause that represents the largest 

share of greenhouse gas emis-

sions that cause global warm-

ing. 

“The United States can achieve 

zero-emissions transportation 

while limiting the amount of 

lithium mining necessary by 

reducing the car dependence of 

the transportation system, de-

creasing the size of EV batter-

ies, and maximizing lithium re-

cycling,” the report found. 

“Reordering the US transporta-

tion system through policy and 

spending shifts to prioritize pub-

lic and active transit while re-

ducing car dependency can also 

ensure transit equity, protect 

ecosystems, respect Indigenous 

rights, and meet the demands of 

global justice.” 

The scientists looked at lithium 

mining in Argentina, Chile, Por-

tugal and the United States. 

“In each of these cases, pro-

RSIC’s Pro-Bono Attorney, Will Falk 

https://www.climateandcommunity.org/_files/ugd/d6378b_3b79520a747948618034a2b19b9481a0.pdf
https://www.climateandcommunity.org/_files/ugd/d6378b_3b79520a747948618034a2b19b9481a0.pdf
https://www.climateandcommunity.org/_files/ugd/d6378b_3b79520a747948618034a2b19b9481a0.pdf
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posed or ongoing lithium min-

ing has concerning implications 

for drought intensity, ecosystem 

biodiversity, and Indigenous 

sovereignty and/or community 

participation in projects that 

threaten cultural landscapes and 

economic livelihoods,” the re-

port states. “Reducing the lithi-

um intensity of electrified trans-

portation would in turn mitigate 

a key driver of these harms.” 

The report said mining at 

Thacker Pass is problematic for 

several reasons, beginning with 

the underlying legal framework 

of the 1872 General Mining Act 

because it is outdated and has 

no environmental, water or even 

climate provisions. 

Thacker Pass is the site of a 

large soft clay lithium deposit, 

according to the report. Lithium 

Nevada, the corporation devel-

oping the project and a subsidi-

ary of Lithium Americas, 

claims that it can produce 

30,000 metric tons of lithium 

per year, which would make the 

Thacker Pass project the second 

largest producer of lithium in 

the world. 

“That project would be a mas-

sive open pit, impacting some 

5,695 acres for more than 40 

years and would require 5,200 

acre-feet of water per year 

(equal to 15,000 households),” 

the report states. 

The UC Davis report looks at 

alternatives to a major expan-

sion of mining, including re-

thinking transportation policy 

because it’s the largest contribu-

tor to greenhouse gas emissions. 

“Increasing mass and active 

transit as well as keeping pas-

senger vehicles smaller makes 

for safer communities. Reduc-

ing the size of passenger vehi-

cles also can make the roads far 

safer because smaller cars have 

fewer and less severe crashes. 

Making bus routes, metros, and 

electric bikes faster, safer, and 

more convenient will dispropor-

tionately support low-income 

and non-white community 

members — who are more like-

ly to live near high-traffic areas 

and bear the environmental 

health burdens of relatively 

poorer air quality compared to 

higher-income and white coun-

terparts.” 

The climate shifts ahead require 

a different way of thinking. A 

few clues to watch: How many 

urban transit systems have 

abandoned fare collection? Or 

opened up licensing for golf-

cart sized vehicles? Or trans-

formed the tax code to promote 

walking? Electric vehicles and 

more mining might be the easy 

answer, only it’s not a new sto-

ry. 

RSIC’s & Burns Paiute Tribes Legal/PR Teams. 

Photos in this Article of Jan 5th Peaceful March to Ne-

vada’s Federal Building for Oral Arguments Hearing.  

Photos By:  

Stacey Burns, Eric Dearmore, and Bethany Sam 
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ROMANCE IN INDIAN COUNTRY 
What does romance look like in Native America?  

Join us as we delve into inside world of Indigenous people as they look for love and romance  

During the month of Febru-

ary, many of us celebrate ro-

mance. One aspect that is not 

normally associated with Na-

tive culture is the practice of 

romance and love. While it is 

true that plenty of Natives 

practice romantic notions on 

February 14 of each year, be-

ing romantic is a year-round 

pursuit in Indian Country. 

Each tribe and individual 

has their own ways of exhib-

iting romantic tendencies. 

Here is an example of one 

tribal custom from Darin 

Zotigh (Kiowa): 

“Traditionally, Kiowa men 

would play their flute to court 

their woman. If the Kiowa 

woman was charmed by the 

beautiful flute music the Kio-

wa Warrior was allowed into 

her space. After flirting was 

welcomed and if she liked 

him, he would put his blanket 

or Buffalo robe around her. If 

she allowed him to put his 

robe or blanket around her it 

was her way of saying I ac-

cept your relationship and it 

was comparable of going 

steady. If the relationship de-

veloped beyond romance into 

love, he would offer horses to 

her father or brother for her 

hand in marriage. If the hors-

es were accepted a marriage 

ceremony was scheduled and 

preliminaries would begin. 

Women would sometimes 

make the couple a new teepee 

lodge, sweats and prayers 

would occur, gifts were ex-

changes, celebration dances, 

and lots of love would oc-

cur.” 

Romantic novels featuring 

Native people are well known 

and have captivated audienc-

es around the world starting 

with the romanticized saga of 

Pocahontas. Romance novels 

with one non-Native and one 

Native hero or heroine, writ-

ten by non-Native writers, 

have long been a staple of the 
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Continued on Page 25 

genre. One only has to per-

form a quick internet search 

to find over 400 results for 

"best Native American ro-

mance novels" to see what 

has been published over the 

years. What has been written 

in these fictional novels does 

not deep dive into reality and 

often perpetuates Native peo-

ple as fantasy figures. Movies 

and television have also con-

tributed subjective accounts 

of fiction. Only recently have 

Native writers shared their 

expertise about Native ro-

mance in current times. Na-

tive people are like other 

Americans. They perform and 

practice many levels of ro-

mantic expressions, according 

to their individual beliefs and 

practices. 

Expression of romance in Na-

tive communities has evolved 

with each generation. At one 

time it was considered impo-

lite and disrespectful to show 

affection in public. During 

this era, young people were 

encouraged to fall in love 

with a someone from the 

same tribe. This thinking 

has changed over time when 

young people were encour-

aged to marry another Indige-

nous person. Today love has 

no bounds. Native people fall 

in love with partners from 

other cultures as most young-

er Natives have adopted the 

life ways of other contempo-

rary Americans. There are 

plenty of modern settings 

where Native people find ro-

mantic companionship in-

cluding powwows, round 

dances, feasts, ceremonies, 

schools, concerts, clubs, 

churches, conferences, reun-

ions, and sporting events. In 

addition, there are a plethora 

of online singles sites and da-

ting sources on social media. 

Humorously speaking, Na-

tives who turn to the internet 

to find companionship are 

not immune to the occasional 

catfish (someone posing as 

someone else). 

At the National Museum of 

American Indian we have 

shown many films that show 

love stories. Some of their 

titles include Barking Water, 

Mosquita y Mari, La Mission, 

Aviliaq/Entwined, Fire Song, 

Atanarjuat. In 2009 a pro-

gram centered around a book 

by Hayden Taylor (Curve 

Lake First Nations) called Me 

Sexy, the program took place 

in the Mitsitam Café as part 

of the Vine Deloria, Jr. Na-

tive Writers Series. In addi-

tion, in our collections we 

house instruments, paintings, 

ceramics, textiles and other 

art forms associated with In-

digenous romance. 

Recently, we asked our read-

ership on social media to an-

swer the question “What do 

Natives do to be romantic?” 

We received over 100 replies 

from throughout Indian 

Country. Here is a sampling 

of some of their replies. Each 

quote begins with the location 

of the contributor: 

Sarnia, Ontario, Canada - 

Turn on a mix of powwow 

tunes and crawl into a make-

shift tepee. Either in the liv-

ing room or bedroom. A very 

dim light in the tepee, and the 

powwow tunes have to start 

out soft, with a slow beat. 

The songs have to be the kind 

that can put a tear in your 

eye, very emotional and mov-

ing. As our kissing gets more 

passionate, the drumbeat gets 

a little faster, 'bout medium 

speed. After a couple of me-

dium speed songs, the drum-

beat gets a little faster and 

heavier.... The crescendo of 

the songs a little more frantic. 

Finally, shawl dance speed, 

then fancy dance bustle 

speed. Love is exploding, the 

tepee is getting hot. Then we 

cover up with our snagging 

blanket and embrace our-

selves in NATIVE ROMAN-

TIC BLISS.  

Germantown, Maryland - I 

have dated 2 Native Ameri-

can men and yes, they are 

very romantic  

Sawmill, Arizona - I've sang, 

composed songs, played the 

flute, wrote poems and sto-

ries, but my favorite thing 

was to cook, both traditional 

and contemporary foods. I've 

chopped wood, started fires, 

called to check on her, I mean 
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there are so many different 

ways for a Native man to be 

romantic, but sometimes I 

think people are too busy 

watching movies and TV 

learning about that kind of 

Euro-western idea of 

"romanticism." In reality, we 

are extremely romantic, but 

in a lot of cases, the romanti-

cism is shown with Native 

values, like hauling wood, 

taking care of her and her 

family, embracing her kids as 

our own, and expressions like 

that. Giving what we have to 

them. Plumes, beadwork, 

work, cooking, I mean it's all 

there. It took me a long time 

to understand that because I 

got my ideas from movies, 

that women were supposed to 

get "butterflies" when a man 

wrote poems or sang. But re-

ality is, we are humbled peo-

ple with deep love that can't 

always be expressed with 

chocolates, flowers and 

cards. Our romanticism can't 

always be measured with 

white man gifts. 

Montezuma Creek, Utah - Go 

for a cruise under the stars. 

Then get home, hang the RE-

AL Pendleton Blanket over 

the bedroom doorway. Kick 

on some Buddy Red Bow. 

Then light some sweet grass 

to set the mood.. 

Bangor, Maine - As a Two-

Spirit I am very romantic. I 

will do stuff like make a can-

dlelight moose meat dinner. 

Albuquerque, New Mexico – 

1. Let you backseat drive 4 a 

day!  2. Don't tell U your 

stew needs more salt. 3. 

Don't tell you your bread is 

hard. 4. Don't tell U to hurry 

up. 5. Wrap your moccasins 

tight so they don't unravel! 6. 

Carry all your bags without 

asking. 7. Change a diaper 8. 

Bring in wood automatically 

9. Don't make me cook 10. 

Set up chairs at the plaza/

powwow!  (women’s pro-

spective) ayyyee! 

Auburn, Washington - I love 

this! This is absolutely true of 

a good woman! This is all we 

really want, the time and at-

tention of the person we 

love.  

Alexandria, Virginia - I’ve 

been married to a phenome-

nally Indigenous man—

Choctaw Nation of Oklaho-

ma—for three years. After 

deep thought, soul searching 

and self-reflection, I made 

peace with the fact that my 

husband is not outwardly ro-

mantic. Not in a mainstream, 

showy way, at least. I don’t 

think he ever will be. Howev-

er, I find joy in remembering 

how well he treats me on a 

DAILY basis. He never tells 

me no, gives me Princess 

Parking (rides to work; the 

airport), washes the dishes, is 

full of positive energy and 

joy, always takes my phone 

calls—and with grand enthu-

siasm, tells me he loves me 

several times a day, doesn’t 

yearn for me to be a size 2, 

holds my hand when walking 

on an icy sidewalk, combs the 

knots out of my hair, tells me 

my cooking is delicious and 

massages the kinks out of my 

aging back. Wow! Who 

wants flowers?! I have the 

man of my dreams! I’ve rede-

fined romance. 

Albuquerque, New Mexico - 

A smile; rubbing my back; 

singing to me; changing my 

oil; replacing my car battery 

& alternator; writing a letter; 

remembering details of us 

and telling them to me; gifts 

for no reason; helping me 

cook or cooking for me; fix-

ing things around the house; a 

hug or kiss for no reason; 

holding my hand anywhere; 

and including me in his future 

plans. Oh! "Good morning 

sexy," text messages.  

Southhampton, New York - 

Catch me a deer, dress it up, 

chef it up!! Works both ways 

tho!  

Lingít Aaní, Alaska - Brings 

me dried fish, halibut & salm-

on. We have a saying among 

us Tlingit: you know he/she 

reeeeeally luffs you if they're 

bringing you dry fish. Some 

joke they will wear dry fish 

scent as their cologne to snag 

an auntie/uncle, lol. 

Article by Dennis Zotigh—Dennis W. Zotigh 
(Kiowa/Ohkay Owingeh Pueblo/Isante Dakota 
Indian) is a member of the Kiowa Gourd Clan 
and San Juan Pueblo Winter Clan Dennis works 
as a writer and cultural specialist at the Smith-
sonian's National Museum of the American 
Indian in Washington, D.C. 
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Tesla announces $3.6 billion investment in electric semi-truck 

manufacturing in Northern Nevada 
By: Gabby Birenbaum, Nevada Independent Reporter 

(Reno, NV.) - Tesla intends to 

invest $3.6 billion in battery and 

electric semi-truck manufactur-

ing in Northern Nevada, ex-

panding the company’s pres-

ence and the clean energy in-

dustry in the state, the White 

House said Tuesday. 

Tesla’s investment will grow 

the existing Gigafactory facility 

by 4 million square feet in Sto-

rey County and add two new 

factories – a cell factory to pro-

duce 2 million light-duty vehi-

cle batteries per year, and the 

company’s first high-volume 

factory to produce the Tesla 

Semi, a Class 8 semi-truck en-

tirely powered by electricity. 

CEO Elon Musk set a goal on 

its Q3 earnings call in October 

of producing 50,000 semis an-

nually by 2024.  

Gov. Joe Lombardo (R-NV) and 

White House infrastructure 

chief Mitch Landrieu lauded the 

announcement as evidence of 

their respective administrations’ 

strengths. Landrieu called Tes-

la’s investment part of a 

“manufacturing boom of Presi-

dent Biden’s first two years” 

that will bring more than 3,000 

jobs to the Reno-Sparks area.  

“This announcement is the latest 

in more than $300 billion in pri-

vate sector investment in clean 

energy and semiconductor man-

ufacturing announced since the 

President took office,” Landrieu 

said in a statement. “It will cre-

ate more than 3,000 good-

paying jobs in Nevada helping 

America lead in clean energy 

manufacturing, strengthening 

our energy security, and ulti-

mately lowering costs for fami-

lies.” 

The Tesla investment would be 

the second in the region. In 

2014, then-Gov. Brian Sandoval 

brought the electric vehicle gi-

ant to Northern Nevada through 

tax incentives estimated to be 

worth $1.25 billion over 20 

years. The result – Storey Coun-

ty’s Tesla Gigafactory – is one 

of just five such Tesla facilities 

in the world.  

According to a 2022 report from 

the Nevada Governor’s Office 

of Economic Development 

(GOED), the Gigafactory has 

employed more than 18,000 Ne-

vadans in construction jobs and 

battery production.  

Tesla has not applied for tax 

incentives for its new project, 

according to GOED. Nevada 

law automatically provides tax 

credits and abatements for qual-

ified projects in which capital 

investment is greater than $3.5 

billion over 10 years, as long as 

50 percent of the employees are 

Nevadans and the company 

meets certain wage and health 

insurance requirements. 

The size of the new investment 

would seem to qualify. 

Lombardo touted the Tesla an-

nouncement – which he referred 

to as a new facility – in his State 

of the State address on Monday 

as evi-
Continued on Page 17 

https://www.teslarati.com/tesla-to-produce-50k-tesla-semi-next-year/
https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/final-piece-of-teslas-1-25-billion-tax-incentive-deal-falling-into-place
https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/final-piece-of-teslas-1-25-billion-tax-incentive-deal-falling-into-place
https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/lombardo-promises-tax-cuts-sweeping-k-12-spending-boost-in-state-of-the-state-speech#economy
https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/lombardo-promises-tax-cuts-sweeping-k-12-spending-boost-in-state-of-the-state-speech#economy
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dence of his administration’s 

pro-business stance. 

"Whether it's closing the lithium 

loop, unlocking innovation and 

investment in logistics, enter-

tainment, science and technolo-

gy, or embracing entrepreneur-

ship, the message is that Nevada 

is ready to partner,” Lombardo 

said. 

Lombardo attended the an-

nouncement as well. His office 

said they could not yet specify 

what tax abatements the compa-

ny will receive. 

Landrieu, meanwhile, cast Tes-

la’s investment as a win for the 

Biden administration’s clean 

energy pursuits, particularly in 

funding vehicle electrification 

and manufacturing through the 

bipartisan infrastructure law. 

The legislation appropriated 

$2.8 billion for battery materials 

processing and manufacturing – 

nearly $120 million has already 

gone to Nevada companies – 

and $7.5 billion to build out a 

network of electric vehicle 

charging stations. 

Tesla CEO Elon Musk appeared 

in Nevada in December to pre-

sent the all-electric semi-truck 

that his company will build, de-

livering it to client PepsiCo and 

announcing Tesla’s use of the 

vehicles between Nevada and its 

facility in Fremont, Calif.  

The Nevada Independent is a 501(c)3 

nonprofit news organization.  

RSIC Notes: As Nevada plans for elec-

tric vehicles, this will impact ALL 

Nevada Tribes’ Sacred Land.  

https://twitter.com/JosephMLombardo/status/1618046041349316610?s=20&t=Nf_cwDvyGjy76BuaFuUpAw
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2022-11/DOE%20BIL%20Battery%20FOA-2678%20Selectee%20Fact%20Sheets.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/business/autos-transportation/musk-delivers-first-tesla-semi-trucks-2022-12-02/
https://www.reuters.com/business/autos-transportation/musk-delivers-first-tesla-semi-trucks-2022-12-02/
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