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Reno-Sparks Tribal Health 

Center documents 1st Vaccina-

tion Injections on December 16, 

2020.  

At 11:44 am, Indian Health Ser-

vices Representative, Nicolas 

Laughton, delivered 50 doses of 

the Pfizer Vaccination to the 

Reno Sparks Tribal Health Cen-

ter. RSIC Pharmacy Manager, 

Wendy Grady, received the vac-

cine package on behalf of the 

Tribal Health Center.   

 Even though the RSTHC was 

given less than 24 hours notice 

of the Pfizer vaccination deliv-

ery, the RSTHC was prepared 

to receive, store, administer and 

document the 1st Pfizer vac-

cination injections.  

As the Health Center anticipat-

ed the vaccine rollout, they or-

ganized the Vaccine Taskforce 

(VTF). The Vaccine Taskforce; 

made up of medical profession-

als; organized how the RSTHC 

would administer the Pfizer 

vaccine.  

The VTF used CDC guidelines 

for the Phase 1A vaccine alloca-

tion to healthcare workers to 

create a priority list for RSTHC 

employees. As they knew they 

would only have 5 days to ad-

minister the vaccine once re-

ceived in hand.  

Prior to the FDA approving the 

Pfizer vaccine, the VTF did a 

survey with their employees on 

who would volunteer to get the 

vaccination in the first cycle. It 

was also determined the 1st 

vaccinations would be offered 

to RSIC Tribal Members who 

are also RSTHC healthcare em-

ployees. They had 63 employ-

ees who volunteered.  

The VTF carefully planned the 

vaccinations to stagger medical 

staff in case an employee could-

n’t report to work due to an ad-

verse reaction. It was also de-

cided there would be 10 injec-

tions on Wednesday, December 

16th, 20 injections on Thursday, 

December 17th and 20 more 

injections on December 18th. 

Totaling 50 vaccinations for the 

first cycle.  

The 1st four injections that were 

documented, included Elvin 

Willie, RSTHC Health Human 

RSTHC documents 1st Pfizer Vaccination Injections  

on December 16, 2020  

Continued On Page 5 

RSIC Tribal Member & Healthcare Worker, Hank Johnson receiving the Pfizer Vaccine.   

Photo Provided by Bucky Harjo 
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 Started in the early 1980s, 

The Camp News is the 

monthly publication for the 

Reno-Sparks Indian Colony  

(RSIC) community.  The 

newsletter is produced 

monthly out of the RSIC 

Public Relations Office, and 

duplicated and distributed 

by the RSIC Administration 

Front Office. 

SEND US YOUR NEWS   

   The deadline for all print 

submissions to be consid-

ered for publication in The 

Camp News is 5 p.m., the 

second Thursday of every 

month.  

CONTACT OUR STAFF 

   E-mail your submissions 

to bsam@rsic.org or drop 

off your photos and sug-

gested articles at 34 Reser-

vation Road, Reno, NV 

89502.   

CIRCULATION 

   If you live outside Washoe 

County and would like to 

receive The Camp News  

via U.S. Post, please  

contact us with your mailing 

address. 

   If you have a problem with  

delivery, please call us  

at (775) 329-2936. 

ELECTRONIC EDITION 

   For those of you who 

would prefer to get an  

electronic version of The 

Camp News or just read it 

on-line, please see:  

www.rsic.org and PDFs  

of our publication are  

available. 

   If you have questions, call 

us at 329-2936. 

Deadlines, Mailing List 

The Camp News Profile 

DUE TO COVID-19 

ALL IN-PERSON EVENTS CANCELLED  

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE   

 

Social Media / Virtual Events  

Mondays:  

  -Monday Evenings, Chairman Melendez’s Facebook LIVE on  

    RSIC’s Facebook Page (FB: @rsictribe)  

Tuesdays: 

  -Food Bank, Hungry Valley  Gym Parking Lot, 2:30p-4p 

Wednesdays:   

  -RSIC Language & Culture Virtual Zoom Bead Session 6pm- 

   8pm (Email Stacey Burns for Zoom  ID and Passcode).  

  -December 23rd, Community Christmas Drive-Thru Dinner for 

   Reno and Hungry Valley Communities.  

   

Thursdays:  

Fridays:   

  -Christmas Holiday, December 25th.  

www.rsic.org 

Important December Dates 

FOLLOW US AT: 

Find the most  up-to-date info on RSIC’s Facebook.  

If you’d like to receive RAVE Alert text messages,  

call/text 775-842-2902 or jcastillo@rsic.org.  

mailto:smontooth@rsic.org
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Services Grant Writer and 

Walker River Paiute Tribe 

Tribal Member, Cordelia Abel-

Johnson, enrolled RSIC Tribal 

Member and RSTHC Commu-

nity Health Supervisor, Hank 

Johnson, an enrolled RSIC 

Tribal Member & RSTHC Se-

curity, and Dr. G Natarajan, 

RSTHC Medical Provider. All 

volunteers said, “they wanted 

to lead by example and show 

there is noting to fear from the 

vaccine”. If  you’d like to 

watch the actual recording, go 

to RSIC’s Facebook page and 

search in videos.  

The RSTHC put a lot of work 

to making December 16, 2020 

a historical day. The RSTHC is 

the 1st Nevada Tribal Clinic 

and 2nd Health Center in 

Washoe County to administer 

the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccina-

tion to healthcare workers. 

The Reno-Sparks Indian Colo-

ny is taking proactive steps to 

mitigate the spread of COVID-

19. As the vaccine is becoming 

more available, the RSTHC is 

already working on a plan & 

process to offer vaccines to the 

community. Right now, RSIC 

is following CDC Guidelines 

and will be only offering vac-

cinations to healthcare workers 

until further notice.  

Since the beginning of our 

Declaration of Emergency, dat-

ed on March 18th, 2020, our 

Reno-Sparks Tribal Health 

Center has reported 310 Total 

COVID-19 Cases with 4 

deaths, 234 Recoveries, and as 

of today, December 18, 2020, 

RSTHC is reporting 69 Active 

Cases.   

 The Reno-Sparks Indian Colo-

ny Tribal Member / Residents 

stats are as follows: 124 total 

cases with 2 deaths, 103 Recov-

eries, and as of today, December 

18, 2020, RSTHC is reporting 

21 Active Cases (4 Reno, 12 

Hungry Valley, 5 Urban).  

 RSIC’s experience shows this 

virus does not discriminate, it 

interrupts all daily activities and 

tests our mental wellness. We’re 

gracefully adapting to our new 

normal. Whatever that maybe to 

you.  

The Pfizer and Moderna 

COVID-19 vaccine is a step 

closer towards recovery. RSIC 

is hopeful this will begin the 

stop of the spread. However, we 

all know we aren’t in the clear 

just yet. All must continue to 

follow all COVID-19 protocols.  

If you’re experiencing symp-

toms or need COVID-19 guid-

ance, please call the RSTHC 

Nurse Call-in Line at 775-334-

4319 (Mon-Fri, 8am-1pm). If 

after hours, call Washoe County 

Hotline at 775-328-2427, Neva-

da Health Response Hotline at 

702-759-4636, or the CDC Hot-

line at 800-232-4636. If emer-

gency, call 911.  

If we work together, rally as a 

tribal community, and follow 

the preventive measures we will 

prevail together through this 

difficult time of COVID-19.   

Vaccine Taskforce & RSTHC Employees with 1st Delivery of Pfizer Vaccination  

Photo Provided by Bucky Harjo 

Indian Health Services Rep.,           

Nicolas Laughton, delivers 50 does of 

the Pfizer Vaccine  

Photo by Bucky Harjo 
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Biden selects Deb Haaland as Interior Secretary 
Becomes the first American Indian nominee cabinet secretary in U.S. history. 

By Debra Utacia Krol, AZ Central  

President-elect Joe Biden intro-
duced Rep. Deb Haaland, D-
N.M., as his nominee 
for Interior Secretary on Satur-
day. If she’s confirmed by the 
U.S. Senate, she will be the first 
Native American to hold a cabi-
net position. 

 Accolades from tribal leaders, 
Haaland’s House seatmates and 
senators crammed inboxes and 
social media feeds this week as 
news of the nomination circulat-
ed. Native people are also talk-
ing about what many are calling 
a historic event. 

 This move will be another first 
for Haaland, an enrolled mem-
ber of the Laguna Pueblo. In 
2018, she and Sharice Davids of 
Kansas, a member of the Ho-
Chunk Nation of Wisconsin, 
became the first two female trib-
al members from the continental 
U.S. to be elected to Congress. 

 Haaland quickly assumed a 
leadership role in the House, 
where she is vice-chair of the 
House Natural Resources Com-
mittee, which oversees Native 
issues, and chairs a subcommit-
tee on national parks, forests 
and public lands.    

 If confirmed by the U.S. Sen-
ate, Haaland will confront some 
major issues on day one, includ-
ing a proposal by the Trump ad-
ministration to reopen some 
public lands to uranium mining. 
The area surrounding the Grand 
Canyon is coveted by energy 
producers who want to mine 
uranium deposits. Environmen-
talists and tribes, particularly the 
Havasupai Tribe, oppose any 

new mines in the area. Interior 
also oversees the Bureau of In-
dian Education, which is dealing 
with its long record of failing to 
meet the academic needs of the 
46,000 students in its system. 
Haaland will also face pressure 
by tribes and environmentalists 
to restore Bears Ears National 
Monument, which Trump re-
duced in size by 85% in 2017.  

 Haaland would replace David 
Bernhardt, a former lobbyist for 
oil, gas and water companies 
who's been unpopular with the 
conservation movement but well
-liked by the energy industry. 

 Tribal leaders, officials and 
activists offer support across 
Arizona and the West, tribal 
leaders praised Haaland's nomi-

nation. 

“Today is a historic day for the 
nomination of Rep. Deb Haa-
land as Secretary of the Interi-
or,” said Fort McDowell Ya-
vapai Nation President Berna-
dine Burnette. “It is a humble 
and great day to have our Native 
sister with her teachings and 
respect for the land be nominat-
ed. We women tribal leaders 
have long served our communi-
ties, so we know what to do, 
and it is fitting for her.” 

Burnette added, “We send our 
prayers, protection and congrat-
ulations as Deb Haaland offi-
cially becomes Secretary of the 
Interior.”  

NV Tribal Leaders meet with New Mexico Congresswoman Deb Haaland at RSIC 

Photo Provided by Bethany Sam 

Continued On Page 23 

https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/2020/12/17/joe-biden-selects-deb-haaland-lead-interior-first-native-american-role/3778041001/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/2020/12/17/joe-biden-selects-deb-haaland-lead-interior-first-native-american-role/3778041001/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/2020/12/17/joe-biden-selects-deb-haaland-lead-interior-first-native-american-role/3778041001/
https://www.azcentral.com/in-depth/news/local/arizona-investigations/2020/08/06/federal-government-gives-native-students-inadequate-education/5531631002/
https://www.azcentral.com/in-depth/news/local/arizona-investigations/2020/08/06/federal-government-gives-native-students-inadequate-education/5531631002/
https://www.azcentral.com/in-depth/news/local/arizona-investigations/2020/08/06/federal-government-gives-native-students-inadequate-education/5531631002/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/arizona/2017/12/11/tribes-say-proposal-bears-ears-national-monument-slap-face/941763001/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/arizona/2017/12/11/tribes-say-proposal-bears-ears-national-monument-slap-face/941763001/
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 Gila River Indian Communi-
ty Gov. Stephen Roe Lewis 
talked about the historic nature 
of Haaland's nomination to 
lead an agency so intertwined 
with Indigenous issues. 

 “President-elect Biden said 
Indian Country will have a seat 
at the table — and now — the 
person across the table from us 
will be a Native American," he 
said. "It is a proud day for the 
Gila River Indian Community 
and Indian Country.” The na-
tion's largest tribe, the Navajo 
Nation, also offered congratu-
lations. 

 “It is truly a historic and un-
precedented day for all Indige-
nous people as Congresswom-
an Deb Haaland has been se-
lected to head one of the larg-
est federal agencies, which 
oversees the BIA and BIE, at 
the highest level of the federal 
government," said Navajo Na-
tion Jonathan Nez in a state-
ment. Nez was one of the first 
tribal leaders to support Haa-
land to become Interior Secre-
tary. 

 C hairman Arlan D. Melendez 
of the Reno-Sparks Indian Col-
ony in Nevada is hopeful that 
having Haaland at the helm of 
Interior will smooth out the 
process to take land into trust, 
address tribal water rights and 
issues and enable more mean-
ingful consultation processes 
between tribes and the various 

Continued from  Page 22 

RSIC UNITY poses with New Secretary of the Interior, Deb Haaland at RSIC  

Photo by Bethany sam 

agencies under the depart-
ment’s oversight. 

 “During the Obama admin-
istration, the nation’s land bill 
that passed through Congress 
was supported by Interior,” he 
said. “But it's really gone the 
other direction during the 
Trump administration.” 

 Melendez cited cases like the 
reversals of trust land status 
for the entire reservation of the 
Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe in 
Massachusetts and for parcels 
of land belonging to the Santa 
Ynez Chumash Tribe in Cali-
fornia as examples of the cur-
rent’s administration’s ap-
proach to tribes. 

 “I think that tribes feared 
that Trump was moving in the 
direction of termination 
of tribes,” Melendez said. 

Nevada tribes are also con-
cerned that projects to move 
water away from the eastern 
part of the state to busting cit-
ies like Las Vegas will leave 
small rural tribes high and dry. 

Melendez also said consulta-
tion with tribes needs to be re-
formed. 

 “We need to be able to see 
action come out of a meeting 
rather than just saying that we 
held a meeting and the consul-
tation is done,” he said.  

 And he’s concerned with 
staffing shortages at the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs in the wake of 
retirements. For example, 
simply recording deeds of own-
ership to tribal member homes 
is at a bottleneck due to staff 
shortages. 

Biden's nomination is just the 
first step. Haaland’s appoint-
ment must now be confirmed 
by the U.S. Senate. 

Platte said Haaland has broad 
support on both sides of the 
Senate aisle. 

"Many of our tribal communi-
ties are in red states," she said, 
and have long made it a priori-
ty to work with both sides of 
the aisle. That should help 
build support for Haaland's 
confirmation.  
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Photo Collage of RSIC During COVID-19 
Photos provided by Bucky Harjo and Bethany Sam 

Top Photo: Chairman Melendez meets with Governor Sisolak 

using ZOOM Communications Software.  

All other Photos:  RSTHC Employees prepare to administer 50 

does of the COVID-19 Pfizer Vaccination.  

 

Top Photo: RSTHC  Employee Volunteers  

Bottom Photo: RSTHC Employee, Lawana 

Canttrell-Martinez, getting a Pfizer Vaccine.  
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Chairman Melendez doing interviews with KOLO 8 News, 

KRNV 4 News, KUNR and Reno-Gazette Journal after 

RSTHC  administers the vaccine.  

Elvin Willie, Very 1st Person to get a Pfizer Vaccination at RSTHC.  

Top Photo: 1st 4 Vaccine Volunteers  

Bottom Photos: Biden Bus Photo 

Above Photo: National Guard Testing Meeting w/ Danny 

Thayer  Leading.  

 

Left Photos: Dr. G and Dr. K hold the Pfizer COVID-19 

Vaccination.  

 

Bottom Photo: RSIC Education Dept delivers chromebooks 

 

Above Photos: Cordelia Abel-Johnson patiently 

waiting to get her vaccine.  
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RSIC Notice: Name Change 
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