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 The names of the 96  

deceased Reno-Sparks Indian 

Colony Native warriors were 

unveiled on Memorial Day  

in the Hungry Valley Cemetery. 

 Displayed on a custom-

constructed, 8-foot-high, adobe 

wall, the memorial includes 

eternal recognition for American 

Indian soldiers who served  

in the armed forces which now 

can be seen by all visitors  

to the cemetery.  

 “The RSIC Veterans Memori-

al has been in the works  

for some time now,” RSIC 

Chairman Arlan D. Melendez 

told the crowd of about 100. 

“Our Native American soldiers, 

as soldiers, made a great  

sacrifice, so today is a day  

to stop, reflect, and remember 

all veterans, and particularly, 

those soldiers who gave the 

ultimate price to protect our 

freedom.”   

 In addition to the wall  

of names, the RSIC Veterans 

Memorial entrance opens with  

a Fallen Soldier Display statue.   

 According to the official  

website of the U.S. Marines, the 

helmet and identification tags 

signal the fallen soldier. The 

inverted rifle with bayonet  

signals a time for prayer to pay 

tribute to the comrade.  The 

combat boots represent the  

final march of the last battle.  

The helmet reminds us that the 

soldier has taken part in his/her  

final jump. 

 Chairman Melendez  

explained that what has  

become a federal holiday for 

honoring people who have died 

while serving in the United 

States Armed Forces, was 

once called Decoration Day. 

 “It began as a memorial  

to Civil War soldiers who had 

died in the war, both Union  

and Confederate,” Chairman 

Melendez said. “Now we call it 

Memorial Day, and this holiday 

has  special meaning and a  

tremendous presence in our 

community.” 

 The day began at the  

Mountain View Cemetery  

in west Reno where six  

Tribe Unveils, Dedicates New RSIC Veterans Memorial  
Native warriors commemorated, memorialized in Hungry Valley Cemetery  

Fallen Soldier Display — The statue above greets visitors at the entrance of the 

newly unveiled Reno-Sparks Indian Colony Veterans Memorial.  In addition, the 

names of all Colony veterans who have passed are prominently displayed in the  

memorial. Officially dedicated on Memorial Day, Chairman Arlan D. Melendez 

thanked the Tribal Council for its funding and he expressed gratitude to Rick Castro 

and the RSIC Public Works Department for its conceptual designs to the actual  

construction of the entire area.       
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Started in the early 1980s, 

The Camp News is the 

monthly publication for the 

Reno-Sparks Indian Colony  

community.  The newsletter 

is produced monthly out  

of the RSIC Public  

Relations Department and 

duplicated and distributed 

by RSIC Administration 

Front Office. 

SEND US YOUR NEWS   

   The deadline for all print 

submissions to be consid-

ered for publication in The 

Camp News is 5 p.m., the 

second Thursday of every 

month.  

CONTACT OUR STAFF 

   E-mail your submissions 

to smontooth@rsic.org or 

drop off your photos and 

suggested articles at 34 

Reservation Road, Reno, 

NV 89502.   

CIRCULATION 

   If you live outside Washoe 

County and would like to 

receive The Camp News  

via U.S. Post, please  

contact us with your mailing 

address. 

   If you have a problem with  

delivery, please call us  

at (775) 329-2936. 

ELECTRONIC EDITION 

   For those of you who 

would prefer to get an  

electronic version of The 

Camp News or just read it 

on-line, please see:  

www.rsic.org and PDFs  

of our publication are  

available. 

   If you have questions, call 

us at 329-2936, ext. 3268. 

Deadlines, Mailing List 

The Camp News Profile 
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Important JUNE dates 

www.rsic.org 

1  RSIC: C-Span Cities Tour Broadcast Feature, C-Span2 or Channel 197, 9 a.m.  

2  RSIC: C-Span Cities Tour Broadcast Feature, C-Span3 or Channel 196, 11 a.m.  

  Beginner Paiute, RSIC Library, 4 p.m.  

3  Education Advisory Committee,  Ed Conference Rm, Noon 

  Senior Advisory Committee, Senior Center, 1 p.m. 

  RSIC Pow Wow Club, Hungry Valley Rec, 6 p.m. 

4   Enrollment Committee, Enrollment Office, Noon 

5  Senior Paiute Classes, Senior Center, 1 p.m.  

  Graduation Candy Lei Making, Reno Gym, 4 p.m. 

   Law & Order Committee, Tribal Court, 6 p.m. 

  Drum, Sing, Learn, Hungry Valley Education Center, 6 p.m. 

  Housing Advisory Board meeting, Housing Office, 6 p.m. 

6  Lose to Win Weight Management Challenge Begins, RSTHC, 8 a.m. 

   *Opening Night of the Art of Jack Malotte, Nevada Museum of Art, 5 p.m. 

  Shoshone Language Class, RSIC Library, 6 p.m. 

  Intermediate Paiute, RSIC Senior Center,  6 p.m.  

7  Lose to Win Weight Management Challenge Begins, RSTHC, 8 a.m. 

   Last Day of School for Washoe County School District 

   UNITY BINGO & Spaghetti Night, 34 Reservation Rd., 6 p.m.  

8  *Jack Malotte in Conversation, Nevada Museum of Art, 11 a.m. 

   Hungry Valley Neighborhood Cleanup, 8 a.m. 

  RSIC Community Night at Reno Aces / Star Wars Night, 7 p.m. 

9  Beginner Paiute, RSIC Library, 4 p.m.  

10 Summer Food Program Starts,  

11 Nutrition 101, RSTHC, 5:30 p.m. 

12 Senior Paiute Classes, Senior Center, 1 p.m.  

  Drum, Sing, Learn, Hungry Valley Education Center, 6 p.m. 

13 **Tribal Council General Meeting, Hungry Valley Rec, 6 p.m. 

   Shoshone Language Class, RSIC Library, 6 p.m. 

   Intermediate Paiute, RSIC Senior Center,  6 p.m.  

15 3 Nations Wellness Memorial Day Walk/Run, Virginia Lake, 8 a.m. 

16 Beginner Paiute, RSIC Library, 4 p.m.  

17 RSIC Recreation Summer Day Camp Begins 

   FBNN Mobile Food Harvest, Hungry Valley Rec Center Upper Lot, Noon 

  Executive Health Board Meeting, RSTHC, 5:30 p.m. 

  Language  & Culture Advisory Board, RSIC Library, 5:30 p.m. 

18 Commodity Distribution, Senior Center, 8 a.m. 

   3rd Annual Native American Basketball All Star Showcase, Colony Gym, 5:30 p.m. 

19 Senior Paiute Classes, Senior Center, 1 p.m.  

  Drum, Sing, Learn, Hungry Valley Education Center, 6 p.m. 

20 4th Annual Native Youth Conference, Colony Gym, 9 a.m. 

  Shoshone Language Class, RSIC Library, 6 p.m. 

   Intermediate Paiute, RSIC Senior Center,  6 p.m.  

21 4th Annual Native Youth Conference, Colony Gym, 9 a.m. 

23  Beginner Paiute, RSIC Library, 4 p.m.  

24 NCAI Welcome Reception, Nugget Casino Resort, Sparks, 6 p.m.  

25 Prevent T2, Diabetes Prevention / Management Class, RSTHC, 5:30 p.m. 

26 Senior Paiute Classes, Senior Center, 1 p.m.  

   Drum, Sing, Learn, Hungry Valley Education Center, 6 p.m. 

   NCAI Cultural Night, Nugget Casino Resort, Sparks, 6:30 p.m.  

27 **Special Economic Development Meeting, Hungry Valley Rec, 6 p.m. 

  Shoshone Language Class, RSIC Library, 6 p.m. 

   Intermediate Paiute, RSIC Senior Center,  6 p.m.  

* FREE with Tribal ID    **   Note date change  -   www.rsic.org  

mailto:smontooth@rsic.org
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 C-SPAN's Cities Tour which 

will feature the Reno-Sparks 

Indian Colony and the City  

of Reno will broadcast on Satur-

day, June 1 at 9 a.m., and  

Sunday, June 2 at 11 a.m.,  

respectively. 

 “During my time as the 

spokesperson for the RSIC, we 

have never been spotlighted  

on a national broadcast net-

work,” said Stacey Montooth, 

public information officer.  

“C-SPAN is an ideal platform  

for our leadership to sit for  

interviews that focus completely 

about our history and our  

culture.  

 On the first and third weekend 

of each month, C-SPAN ex-

plores the literary life and histo-

ry of a selected city.  

 Working with local cable part-

ners, C-SPAN’s producing team 

brought specially outfitted Local 

Content Vehicles (LCVs) into 

our city, visited various literary 

and historic sites and inter-

viewed local historians, authors, 

and civic leaders including Arlan 

D. Melendez, the RSIC Chair-

man and Michon R. Eben, the 

Tribal Historic Preservation and 

Office Cultural Resources  

Program manager. 

 “As part of our coverage, we 

wanted to talk to experts  

about the history of the Native 

American culture,” said Debbie 

Lamb, one of the three C-SPAN 

producers who visited the  

Colony.   

 Lamb said that the goal  

of Cities Tour is to provide the 

national audience with a look 

National Cable News Outlet To Spotlight Colony 
Great Basin Native American history, heritage told by tribal leaders without editing  
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inside the unique history and 

non-fiction literary life of select-

ed cities through Book TV (C-

SPAN2) and American History 

TV (C-SPAN3) programming, 

and to conduct community and 

educational outreach in each 

city.  

 “We were excited to go  

to Reno,” Lamb said. “The  

interviews and our tour of the 

reservations was beyond our 

expectations.” 

 Accordingly, Chairman  

Melendez details the history  

of the Colony from the camps 

established along the Truckee 

in the mid-1800s to the 20-acre 

purchase in 1917, to the  

signing of the RSIC constitution 

in 1936.  

 “With our visit to each city,  

we hope to bring a little of their  

heritage to our national  

audience,” Lamb said.  

 C-SPAN is primarily known  

for providing access to the live 

gavel-to-gavel proceedings  

of the United States House  

of Representatives and the 

United States Senate, and  

to other forums where public 

policy is discussed, debated 

and decided––all without  

editing, commentary or analysis 

and with a balanced presenta-

tion of points of view. 

 In fact, in 1979, then a small 

network, C-SPAN rolled out a 

big, new idea: let viewers make 

up their own minds.  

 A lot has changed in 40 years, 

but that original idea is more 

relevant than ever.  

 Underpinning this impartial,  

balanced coverage is the fact 

that no government or taxpayer 

dollars support C-SPAN, as we 

have always been funded as a 

public service by your cable or 

satellite provider.  

 The programming recorded  

in Reno, April 7-10 will air 

throughout the weekend of June 

1-2.  

 The history segments will  

air on American History TV  

on C-SPAN3 and the literary 

events and non-fiction author 

segments will air on Book TV  

on C-SPAN2.  

 For more information, see: 

  www.c-span.org/citiestour 

Tune In — Saturday, June 1 at 9 a.m., 

airing on C-SPAN2 or channel 197 & HD 

760 on Spectrum. On Sunday, June 2 at 11 

a.m., airing on C-SPAN3 or channel 196 & 

HD 761 on Spectrum.  

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2furldefense.proofpoint.com%2fv2%2furl%3fu%3dhttp-3A__www.c-2Dspan.org_citiestour%26d%3dBQMFAg%26c%3dj5qhuXVFDG9qAPVzJdE5nsirLGtagR5tRVwNBd9MNeo%26r%3dethG7h5DSkyCZC-Gjwyf7bZ-S5j5-1ME2LFsFwL_-Jw%26m%3dS5cYZNJn
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Do Your Part in Loving, Caring For Our Mother Earth  
Community, residents share responsible for safe, healthy clean lands  

Hard Day’s Work  — The Reno-Sparks Indian Colony’s Public Works Department does a 

fantastic job picking up our trash (residential solid waste), 52 weeks per year despite inconven-

iences like bad weather, heavy workloads and other challenges. Further, the public works staff 

handles special projects, like cemetery and neighborhood clean ups. Above, Vaidas  

Buneviciene and Marvin Racine, team up to drag and smooth some land in Hungry Valley.    

 The Reno-Sparks Indian  

Colony’s Public Works Depart-

ment does a fantastic job pick-

ing up our trash (residential  

solid waste), 52 weeks per year 

despite inconveniences like bad 

weather, heavy workloads and 

other challenges.  

 These services protect our 

public health and safety by 

providing sanitary collection and 

disposal of solid waste at a very 

affordable rate.  

 Here are some reminders how 

you can do your part to keep 

our community clean, support 

RSIC Public Works, and follow 

our Tribe’s Solid Waste  

Ordinance No. 46. 

 

• Keep all garbage securely 

bundled in bags and placed  

in appropriate containers  

to avoid scattering of garbage. 

 

• Know that it is a violation  

to allow your animal to become 

a public nuisance; this includes 

allowing them to run loose,  

potentially knocking over and 

scattering trash. 

 

• Remember that it is unlawful 

to utilize, or grant permission  

for someone else to utilize, the 

garbage container of another 

person to avoid payment of fees 

to RSIC. 

 

• Refrain from having loose  

liquids in the containers. Cook-

ing oils or other liquid must be 

placed in a spill-proof container. 

 

• Remember not to place your 

building material, furniture,  

appliances, water heaters,  

automotive parts, tires, TVs, 

microwaves, computers and 

monitors, used oil and other 

vehicle fluids or other bulky 

items weighing more than 50 

pounds.  

 These items are exclusively 

the responsibility of the home-

owner/tenant to properly  

dispose of or recycle.  

 If time and weather permit,  

as a courtesy, the RSIC Public 

Works Department will make 

efforts to remove non-

hazardous, bulky waste items 

on payday Fridays.  

 You must phone, 785-1341 

before Wednesday of that same 

week to see if your items qualify 

for pick up and if there is availa-

bility for this service. 

 

garbage containers earlier than 

24 hours before pick up, and 

remove them no later than 24 

hours after collection. 

 

• Have garbage containers  

out on the curb by 6 a.m.  

Official pick up hours are 6 a.m.

- 5 p.m. Due to liability issues, 

RSIC Public Works staff are not  

allowed to enter yards and 

driveways to retrieve contain-

ers. 

 

• It makes for easier pick up if 

you place the garbage contain-

er with the handle side facing 

the street. 

 

 Please note, the RSIC Public 

Works Department is not  

required to pick up dirt, grass, 

tree clippings, sod, rocks,  



Q: Where can I get rid of an old 

television or other small  

electronics? 

 

• Intelligent Lifecycle Solutions 

at 725 Greg Street, Monday-

Friday, 7 a.m.—3 p.m., phone 

number: 690-9348, will accept 

all kinds/sizes of TVs (large, 

older tubes and all flat screens) 

for a flat rate of $30 each. 

Please note, they must not be 

cracked. 

• Intelligent Lifecycle Solutions 

also accepts most small  

appliances for free. Please call 

to confirm. 

Q: How do I get rid of old tires? 

• Tires Plus at 1250 North 

McCarran Blvd., phone number: 

525-9386, is the least expen-

sive place at $2.49/per tire;  

call them with any additional 

questions. 

• Most any other tire dealer 

will take used tires at an  

average cost of about $5-$10/

per tire. 

Q: Where do I take my used 

oil? 

• Almost anywhere you  

purchase oil will accept used 

oil back. This is a good way  

to encourage retailers who 

make money selling products, 

to also take them back and 

see that they are recycled 

properly. Please ask about 

recycling at the time you  

purchase new oil. 

 

Q: What do I do with old paint? 

• For latex paint, it is recom-

mended to dry it out with either 

sand or kitty litter, or by spread-

ing it out on a tarp or shower 

curtain to dry. It can then be 

thrown away in regular trash. 

• H2O Environmental located 

 at 3510 Barron Way #200, 

phone 351-2237, will also  

accept paint at $3/gallon. This 

is charged on the amount you 

bring in and not the size of the 

container. 

Q: Where can I take my un- 

usable appliances (washer,  

dryer, refrigerator, etc.)? 

• Western Metals Recycling, 

phone 358-8880, will pay  

for scrap metal and accept: 

stoves, washers/dryers, dish-

washers, microwaves, etc. 

Please call for up to date  

pricing. 

Reducing, Reusing, Recycling: Frequently Asked Questions   
What you can do everyday to help me make a difference for our environment  

• Waste Management-

Lockwood Landfill will take re-

frigerators with the refrigerant/

Freon in them for free. The 

transfer station on Commercial 

Row will charge $60.  

 To confirm before you take it 

to them, please call 342-0401. 

•  Schnitzer Steel, phone 331-

2267, will pay for scrap metal, 

call for up to date pricing. Will 

take most appliances, but no 

microwaves. 

Q: What should I do if another 

resident has broken-down  

vehicles or has excessive trash  

littering our street or neighbor-

hood? 

•  You can file a complaint with 

RSIC Public Works, Housing 

and/or Tribal Police  for the  

vehicles. Tribal Police will tag 

the vehicles with a 72 hour  

notice.  As for the residence 

itself, please contact those 

same departments. 

 Another way to get rid  

of unwanted things is   

to post them in the “Free”  

 section of Craigslist, or other 

 social media groups. Also, 

 Freecycle.org is a website 

 where “gifting groups” post 

 things for free in an effort to 

 divert reusable goods from  

 landfills. 

    For more information,    

    please call Bhie-Cie 

     Ledesma at 785-1363, 

       ext. 5407. 

 

by Bhie-Cie Ledesma, RSIC Acting Environmental Manager  
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 Social media is defined as 

interactive online technology 

tools that allow individuals  

to quickly exchange and share  

information and resources. 

 Since the inception of Usenet 

in 1979, to present Congres-

sional demands that Depart-

ment of Homeland Security  

detail the full extent of its use  

of social media to monitor  

citizens, the entire 40-year life 

of social media has been  

controversial. 

 However, the Reno-Sparks 

Indian Colony leadership  

believes that such platforms can 

be positively used to promote 

the community, and unanimous-

ly supported the launch of social 

media official accounts which 

are administered by the  

Chairman’s Office. 

 “There is not a single method 

to communicate to 1,168 tribal 

members, 330-plus employees 

and thousands of Urban Indians 

in case of an emergency,” said 

Stacey Montooth, the public  

relations/community information 

officer for the RSIC. “It is   

prudent that we add social  

media to our comprehensive 

communications plan to ensure 

the safety of our people.” 

 By establishing procedures  

for the use of social media and 

social networking sites, RSIC 

employees, officials and depart-

ments now have a pathway  

to post information which  

facilitates communication 

through Facebook and Twitter. 

 Snap Chat and Instagram  

accounts also are being estab-

lished. 

RSIC Launches Facebook, Twitter Accounts  
Tribe’s official social media sites connect community, strengthens healthy, safety 

 “The RSIC has a substantial 

interest in and expectation  

of deciding what is "spoken"  

on behalf of the Tribe on social 

media sites,” Montooth said. 

“Our leadership has been  

thorough by establishing social 

media use policies, protocols 

and procedures intended  

to mitigate associated risks 

from use of this technology 

where possible.” 

 In addition to operating the 

social media sites, the Tribal 

Council recently approved a 

resolution which allows for a 

policy governing the work-

related use of social media  

by RSIC employees and  

departments, including the  

approvals and processes  

related to the best interest  

of the Tribe.  

 Primarily, the official RSIC 

Facebook and Twitter accounts 

will be used for community  

outreach and engagement  

by providing accurate and time-

ly information to make time-

sensitive notifications related  

to special events, emergencies, 

etc., and as an investigative tool 

when seeking evidence or infor-

mation about missing persons, 

criminal investigations, etc. 

 So, the next time you need  

to know if hazardous driving 

conditions have prompted a  

delayed start at the Reno-

Sparks Tribal Health Center, or 

even if you want to know who is 

playing in the Native American 

Basketball All Star Showcase  

at the Reno Gym, hit us up  

on Facebook or search for our 

Tweetstorms. To stay in the 

know, please like or follow us. 

On Fleek — After a soft launch of its Facebook and Twitter accounts the RSIC has 

747 interactions for just one of its posts, while 66 people are following our Tribal  

government at  @RSIC_Tribe.  
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Summer Foods Program Starting at Colony, Hungry Valley 
Free, nutritious breakfast and lunch offered to youth ensures healthful eating  

 For the 12th year, free, 

healthy meals for kids and  

eligible teens will be served  

at the Reno-Sparks Indian  

Colony and in Hungry Valley 

when the school year is over.  

 “No child should ever go  

hungry,” said Pam Abercrom-

bie, the director of the RSIC  

Education Department. “Our 

Summer Foods Program  

ensures that not just our youth, 

but all our neighborhood  

children have nutritious meals  

in a safe, healthy environment.”  

 The Reno-Sparks Indian  

Colony is participating in the  

Summer Food Service Program 

(SFSP) between Monday, June 

10 and Friday, Aug. 2, 2019.  

 Anyone ages 18 and under 

can come for breakfast and 

lunch. There is no sign-up or 

paperwork, and adults are  

welcome to bring their own 

meals and eat with their kids. 

 According to a Snap to Health 

article written by Oliver Tang, 

many children enthusiastically 

associate summer vacation with 

the end of classes and home-

work for the year, but for some 

of the 22 million children who 

depend on schools for free  

or reduced-priced meals, an 

essential ingredient of their life 

is noticeably absent: a steady 

source of food and nutrition. 

 Studies indicate that children 

obtain 50% of their calories 

from food eaten at school.  

 Further, during summer  

vacation, with school no longer 

in session, many food-insecure 

children lose access to meals 

for free or reduced prices.  

 “Again, our Summer Foods 

Program can help to fill the  

hunger gap,” Abercrombie said. 

“The RSIC strives for a strong 

community that promotes and 

encourages individual spiritual, 

physical and emotional health  

to foster a long, abundant and 

prosperous life. This program is 

completely in keeping with that 

mission.” 

 The U.S. Department of Agri-

culture (USDA) funds these  

programs through an agency  

in each state, typically the  

Department of Education.  

 A study published in the  

Journal of Nutrition entitled: 

Food insecurity affects school  

children’s academic perfor-

mance, weight gain, and social 

skills corroborates that “food 

insecurity was predictive of poor 

developmental trajectories  

in children before controlling  

for other variables.  

 A Children’s Healthwatch  

research brief elaborates, “Food

-insecure children often are 

cognitively, emotionally and 

physically behind their food-

secure peers” because “stress 

that family hardships, like food-

insecurity, place on a young 

child physically alter the  

development of crucial brain 

structures controlling memory 

and psychosocial functioning.”  

 Meals will be provided to all 

children without charge and are 

the same for all children regard-

less of race, color, national 

origin, sex, age or disability, 

and there will be no discrimina-

tion in the course of the meal 

service.   

 The program will be closed 

Thursday, July 4 due to the  

holiday.  

 Meals will be provided on a 

first come, first serve basis,  

at the following sites and times 

as follows: 

Reno-Sparks Indian Colony 

Multipurpose Room 

34 Reservation Rd. 

Reno, Nev., 89502 

Breakfast-8:30 to 9:30 a.m. 

Lunch-11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

 

Hungry Valley  

Education Center 

9055 Eagle Canyon Rd. 

Sparks, Nev., 89441 

Breakfast-8:30 to 9:30 a.m. 

Lunch-11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

School Is Out — Anyone under 18-

years-old may enjoy nutritious breakfasts 

and lunches at the Reno-Sparks Indian 

Colony or in Hungry Valley from June 10 

until Aug. 2. For more information, con-

tact the RSIC Education Department: 

(775) 329-6114.                         File Photo 
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Nevada Senator Co-Sponsors Bill to Prevent, Treat Child Abuse 
Tribal governments not considered in current federal funding formula  

 United States Senator Jacky 

Rosen (D-NV) said that her 

original co-sponsorship of the 

American Indian and Alaska 

Native Child Abuse Prevention 

and Treatment Act will provide 

greater resources to Tribal  

communities across the country 

in an effort to better address 

this threat.  

 “We must do all we can to put 

protections in place to prevent 

child abuse and give resources 

to those individuals that have 

experienced it,” said Senator 

Rosen. “This legislation would 

improve federal funding for child 

abuse programs impacting  

Native Americans.” 

 This bill includes tribes in the 

criteria for evaluating if Child 

Abuse Prevention and Treat-

ment Act or CAPTA funding is 

distributed equitably. 

 Obviously, funding can make 

a huge difference at the Reno-

Sparks Indian Colony.  

 According to a comprehen-

sive, community presentation 

put together by three Colony 

departments: Human Services, 

Tribal police, and Education,  

in 2016 there were 486 reported 

child abuse and neglect  

incidents and 80% of these  

cases involved drugs.  

 Senator Rosen’s legislation 

also increases the Tribal set-

aside to 5% once CAPTA fund-

ing increases by more than $1 

million, and calls for a U.S.  

Government Accountability  

Office study on child abuse and 

neglect programs for tribal com-

munities.     

 CAPTA is the key Federal  

legislation addressing child 

abuse and neglect. CAPTA  

was amended on Jan. 7 

by the Victims of Child Abuse 

Act Reauthorization Act  

of 2018.  

 However, it has not gone far 

enough to address the needs  

of American Indian children. 

Though CAPTA contains  

language regarding Tribal  

eligibility for discretionary grants 

and emphasizes American  

Indian child maltreatment  

issues, Tribal nations have  

rarely receive federal CAPTA 

program or research grants  

to implement, expand, and  

document culturally-tailored 

best practices in child welfare 

programing. 

 According to the U.S. Depart-

ment of Health and Human  

Services Child Welfare  

Information Gateway, many  

American Indian youth have  

experienced historical trauma 

and marginalization. Some 

youth may have experienced 

abuse, neglect, and witnessed 

violence. Youth may be facing a 

lack of hope in their current  

environment, which raises  

concerns of depression and  

suicide.  

 These impacts of child  

neglect and abuse resonates at 

the Reno-Sparks Indian Colony. 

 According to a recent report 

submitted by the RSIC Human 

Services Department, last year 

1,045 individuals received  

services relating to child  

welfare. Thus far in 2019, 2,267  

children have been serviced.  

 “The RSIC Human Services 

Program had been under-

funded and the needs continue 

to grow in numbers in regard  

to Child Assistance Care,” said 

Cheryl Douglas, interim director 

of the department. “This trend is 

reflective of the growing num-

bers of emergency response 

numbers, social worker high 

caseloads sizes, and the need 

for relative and non-relative 

emergency placement.”  

 The legislation is also  

supported by the National  

Congress of American Indians 

(NCAI), the Child Welfare 

League of America, and the  

National Child Abuse Coalition. 

 “The National Congress  

of American Indians strongly 

advocates for protecting  

American Indian and Alaska 

Native children, who represent 

the future of their tribal nations,” 

said Jefferson Keel, President, 

of NCAI. “This act is a strong 

step in the right direction  

to correct course by document-

ing and sharing effective  

strategies across tribal nations 

and increasing tribal access  

to prevention resources.”  

In 2018,  

1,045 individuals  

received RSIC Human 

Services relating to the  

child welfare.  
**source May Report for Additional Funding 
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Fraud Alert: Law Enforcement Telephone Numbers Used 
Two part scam using caller id meant to extort money from victims  

 The United States Depart-

ment of Homeland Security 

(DHS) Office of Inspector  

General (OIG) is issuing a fraud 

alert to warn citizens of recent 

reports that publicly available 

law enforcement telephone 

numbers, including those  

of DHS OIG Field Offices, are 

being used in a two-part spoof-

ing scam targeting individuals 

throughout the country.   

 Part 1: The perpetrator  

befriends a victim using a  

mobile app that has a built-in 

chat feature, such as Facebook 

Messenger or Words with 

Friends. 

 Alternatively, the perpetrator 

feigns romantic interest and 

pursues the victim through 

online dating services or chat 

rooms.  

 After gaining the victim’s trust 

through the online relationship, 

the perpetrator describes a  

minor hardship and persuades 

the victim to send them a small 

amount of money.   

 Part 2: The next day, the  

victim receives a phone call 

from a fraudster claiming to be 

an employee of DHS or another 

law enforcement organization. 

 The fraudsters will spoof the 

caller ID of a legitimate law  

enforcement phone number. 

 The fraudster tells the victim 

that the funds they provided the 

day before went to a criminal 

organization or terrorist group, 

such the Islamic State in Iraq 

and Syria (ISIS) or Al-Qaeda, 

and threatens them with arrest 

and imprisonment.  

 They then direct the victim  

to contact a “lawyer” who can 

help them resolve the matter. 

 The victim contacts the 

“lawyer” via email or phone and 

is instructed to pay them $1,000 

or more via check, wire trans-

fer, or other methods as a 

“retainer.”   

 DHS OIG takes this matter 

very seriously and reminds the 

public that law enforcement and 

other U.S. Government  

numbers may be subject  

to spoofing. Individuals receiv-

ing phone calls from these 

numbers should not provide 

any personal information.   

 Legitimate law enforcement 

callers will never ask you to pay 

fines over the phone or request 

money from you.  

 If you have a question  

about the validity of a call,  

contact the relevant Office  

of Inspector General, Depart-

ment of Homeland Security 

 Anyone who believes they 

might have been a victim of this 

scam is urged to call the DHS 

OIG Hotline (1-800-323-8603) 

or file a complaint online via the 

DHS OIG website 

www.oig.dhs.gov.  

 By asking the perpetrators  

for a phone number or email 

address you can use to contact 

them to facilitate payment, you 

may be able to obtain valuable 

information that could assist 

DHS OIG investigate the scam.   

 You may also contact the 

Federal Trade Commission 

(FTC) to file a complaint and/or 

report identity theft.   

 The OIG investigates com-

plaints or allegations of wrong-

doing or misconduct by employ-

ees or contractors that involve 

or give rise to fraud, waste or 

abuse within the programs or 

operations of the FTC. 

Scam Warning — Legitimate law enforcement callers will never ask you to pay fines over 

the phone or request money from you.  The United States Department of Homeland Security is 

warning consumers about a two-part spoofing scam targeting victims through chat apps, then 

with phone calls.                                                                                                            File Photo 
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Deadline for completed application to be received: 

Thursday, July 25th at 4:30 p.m. 
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In & Around: Reno-Sparks Indian Colony Community  
Outstanding achievement, Native veteran supporters, continuing their education 
 

Taking Time To Honor – Alan and Althea Gibson attended both 

Reno-Sparks Indian Colony Memorial Day observances at Mountain 

View and Hungry Valley cemeteries, despite the cool, wet weather.  

  

Operator of the Year – The Reno-Sparks Indian Colony’s Utili-

ties Supervisor Doug Gardipe was recognized for his extraordinary 

service and dedication by the Nevada Rural Water Association.  

Just The Beginning – Future doctors, lawyers, educators and engineers matriculated from the Hungry Valley Head Start Program this month. 

                                                                                                                                                                                 Photo Provided By RSIC Education  



In & Around: Reno-Sparks Indian Colony Community  
Next stop in education, career dedicated to service of American Indians  
 

A Day For Sherry – Nevada Governor Steve Sisolak recently 

named the dining hall at Stewart Indian School after Sherry Rupert 

for her 30 years of service to Nevada and the Indian Commission.  

                                                                           Photo By Scott Carey  
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Special Visitors– Students from the Reno-Sparks Indian Colony 

recently toured Hidden Valley Elementary to meet teachers and to 

see their classroom set up, as they will start kindergarten soon.    

                                             Photo Provided By RSIC Education  

Checking Things Out – Children who attended Hungry Valley Head Start got a glimpse of their future as students at Jesse Hall Elementary. 

                                             Photo Provided By RSIC Education 
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The inaugural Northern Nevada Two-Spirit Social   
   by Níisha Takwáx  

   Shortly after the BAITS Pow Wow in San Francisco in February, a member of the Reno-Sparks 
Indian Colony (RSIC) who had attended the event decided that he would like to start an event 
to honor and acknowledge the gay Indian community in Reno. Johnny Christy shared his idea 
with Randy Burns, a Pyramid Lake Paiute who co-founded Gay American Indians in San Francis-
co. 

   Randy was one of the first friends that I made after moving back to Reno in 1972. Randy told 
me about Johnny and I searched for him and introduced myself. The three of us spent the next 
two months planning an event. For Johnny, it was his desire to acknowledge his own coming 
out as gay in the Colony. Randy and I were of a mindset to establish a traditional Two-Spirit 
Society. 

   Johnny Christy grew up at the RSIC and had formerly worked in the tribal administration  
office. He wasted little time in expressing his plans to the heads of each department at the  
Colony and the tribal health center. When we went to speak with Michon Eben of the RSIC  
Cultural Resources Program, she told us that we would be making history. It was something 
that needed to happen, but she also warned us that we would be met with opposition. She had 
faced extreme opposition in the struggle with the women’s drum group, The Mankillers, the first 
all-women drum group. “Keep it positive and avoid any negativity,” she said. 

  The event was largely financed by the sales of raffle tickets. Johnny and I spent several weeks 
knocking on doors at the Colony and in Hungry Valley. We soon had enough cash to rent the 
multipurpose room, purchase four gift cards, and also pay for a 12-foot banner to carry at the 
Reno Pride Parade on July 27. The members of the administration were very generous with gift-
ing the raffle prizes. 

   Johnny spoke to Robin Eagle who leads the RSIC Unity Youth group about helping with the 
event to serve food. They showed up before it started and helped setup the tables and chairs. 
One member, Joesaya Parrish, volunteered to help make the fry bread and he cooked all of it. 
We were able to provide $300 to their group to travel to the National Unity Convention, thanks 
mostly to a contribution from Comfort & Joy of San Francisco. 

   On Saturday the 18th of May, the event started to take shape at 1 pm. The Washoe County 
Health Department and the Accept Organization set up a table with information and HIV test-
ing. Three vendors came and had tables selling crafts. We had large story boards (donated with 
the help of Stacey Burns of the RSIC Education Department) on which I assembled photos with  
captions that showed Two Spirits of the past and present. The raffle ticket sales at the door 
doubled our cash and we were able to pay for everything and still had $150 to send with the 
Elders to the 50th Anniversary Stonewall Pride Parade in New York City. 

  Our event started with a Shoshone prayer by Vince Stewart. That got everyone quieted down 
for Johnny’s opening speech which welcomed about 100 people to the event. Randy took over 
the mic and charmed the crowd with his knowledge and humor. One of Johnny’s relatives sang 
a song and spoke about his journey, reminding everyone that in order to publically “come out 
as gay,” one must first love themselves. Several Two Spirits took the mic and told everyone 
about their journeys. Then Tayloure Baker danced in her regalia twice before leading everyone 
in a Round Dance. This really got everyone together feeling good! 

  There were many good talks afterwards and Dean Barlese of Pyramid Lake told some great 
stories. Brian Melendez and Bruce Sanchez sang a long Paiute song while hand drumming. 
Bruce shared the story of his journey and Brian announced that he had three events that he 
had been asked to attend but he had decided to take his sons to this event because it was a 
most important event at the Colony. He said that this needed to happen and he spoke about 
community and acceptance. They received a huge round of applause and then led another fun 
Round Dance that unified us all. 

   Next, the Unity Youth brought out the tables and chairs and served the food and we had a 
great social meal together. As people were eating, Johnny started the raffle and adorable  
Sacred Visions Tiny Tots Princess, Karianna John, drew the winning tickets. It went beyond 4 
p.m., and we were soon giving out the left-overs for people to take home.  

   We are thankful and honored to have held this event at RSIC with the support of the Council 
and administration, UNR, Washoe County Health Department, and the members of the Colony. 
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Reno-Sparks Indian Colony 

New Employees 

Q: What is your exact job title? 

  I am a custodian II. 

Q: What do you hope to accomplish here    

  at the Reno-Sparks Indian Colony? 

  My goal is to do a good job. 

Q: Do you have a Tribal Affiliation?  

   If so,  where? 

   No, but I grew up here in Reno. 

Q: Is there any additional information      

  that you would like to share with the  

   Reno-Sparks Indian Colony Community? 

   I am a Golden State Warriors fan and look   

  forward to working with everyone here.  

 

Tony Glover 

Q: What is your exact job title? 

  Retail Clerk at Smokeshop 4 in Verdi. 

Q: What do you hope to accomplish here  

   at the Reno-Sparks Indian Colony? 

   I would like to accomplish at least one year  

   of work with the Reno-Sparks Indian Colony. 

Q: Do you have a Tribal Affiliation?  

   If so, where? 

   I am a tribal member of the Pyramid Lake  

    Paiute Tribe. 

Q: Is there any additional information  

   that you would like to share with the Reno-    

  Sparks Indian Colony Community? 

  I have heard good things about the  

  employment and the community together   

  ness here at the Reno- Sparks Indian Colony.  

Samantha Johns 
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Reno-Sparks Indian Colony 

New Employees 

Q: What is your exact job title? 

   Retail Clerk at Smoke Shop II.  

Q: What do you hope to accomplish here  

   at the Reno-Sparks Indian Colony? 

   I hope to make a career out of it. I would  

   like to become a manager and work here 

  as long as possible. 

Q: Do you have a Tribal Affiliation?  

   If so, where? 

  I am a member of the RSIC. 

Q: Is there any additional information that   

  you would like to share with the Reno-   

  Sparks Indian Colony Community? 

  I would like to just say ‘thank you so  

   much for giving me this chance at this  

  position. It is just what I need right now.   

  Thank you.’ 

 

Samantha Tom 

Q: What is your exact job title? 

  I am a dentist.  

Q: What do you hope to accomplish here  

  at the Reno-Sparks Indian Colony? 

   I hope to help with the needed dental services  

  for local tribal population. 

Q: Do you have a Tribal Affiliation?  

  If so, where? 

  No 

Q: Is there any additional information that      

  you would like to share with the Reno-      

  Sparks Indian Colony Community? 

  None at this time. 

Dr. Ryan Katausky 
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JUNE 17 

June 10 — August 2, 2019. 
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https://www.washoeschools.net  

https://www.washoeschools.net/page/10776
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Legal Notices, Public Announcements 
Petitions for legal name changes, committee member sought  

Recruiting Representative 

for Executive Health Board 

 The Reno-Sparks Tribal Health Center is  

recruiting for two (2) RSIC Tribal representatives 

to serve on the Executive Health Board. 

  The members are appointed by the Tribal  

Council and shall serve a term for a four-year  

period. If you are interested in being a member  

of the Executive Health Board, please submit a 

letter of interest to: 

                    Executive Health Board  

   Reno-Sparks Tribal Health Center  

      1715 Kuenzli Street, Reno, NV 89502 

 All interested participants will be invited to fill  

out an application and attend a Health Board 

meeting for introductions.  For more information, 

please phone, 329-5162, ext., 1901. 

IN THE RENO-SPARKS TRIBAL COURT 

IN AND FOR  

THE RENO-SPARKS INDIAN COLONY 

RENO, WASHOE COUNTY, NEVADA 

 Notice is hereby given that the Petitioner,  

Victoria Bjorklund who is a member of the Reno-

Sparks Indian Colony, has filed a Petition in the 

Reno-Sparks Tribal Court, Case No. CV.NC.2019-

0199, praying that said Court enter an Order 

changing the present legal name Victoria 

Bjorklund, to the name of Victoria Langweather, 

which is the name Petitioner desires to have. 

 Notice is hereby given that any person having 

objection to the aforesaid change of name shall 

file written objection, showing cause why the  

Petition should not be granted, with the Reno-

Sparks Tribal Court, 1900 Prosperity Street, Reno, 

NV 89502, within ten (10) days after publication  

of this notice. 

      Dated this 4th day of April, 2019. 

       /S/     
      Jeraldine Magee, Court Administrator 
      Reno-Sparks Tribal Court 

                                Recruitment  

              for Pow Wow Committee Members 

 The Numaga Indian Days Pow Wow committee 

is seeking Reno-Sparks Indian Colony Tribal  

members to serve on its committee. There are 

THREE vacancies. 

 Committee members will be appointed by the 

RSIC Tribal Council and shall serve a term of (4) 

years.   

 If you are interested in becoming a Numaga  

Indian Days Pow Wow committee member, please 

submit your completed application to:  

Reno-Sparks Indian Colony 

Pow Wow Committee 

ATTN: Tribal Administrator 

34 Reservation Road 

Reno NV 89502 

IN THE RENO-SPARKS TRIBAL COURT 

IN AND FOR  

THE RENO-SPARKS INDIAN COLONY 

RENO, WASHOE COUNTY, NEVADA 

 Notice is hereby given that the Petitioner, Viola 

Pearl Gomez who is a member of the Reno-

Sparks Indian Colony, has filed a Petition in the 

Reno-Sparks Tribal Court, Case No. CV.NC. 

2019-0009, praying that said Court enter an Order 

changing the present legal name of Viola Pearl 

Gomez, to the name of Viola Pearl Astor, which  

is the name Petitioner desires to have. 

 Notice is hereby given that any person having 

objection to the aforesaid change of name shall 

file written objection, showing cause why the  

Petition should not be granted, with the Reno-

Sparks Tribal Court, 1900 Prosperity Street, Reno, 

NV 89502, within ten (10) days after publication  

of this notice. 

      Dated this 14th day of March, 2019. 

       /S/     

      Jeraldine Magee, Court Administrator 

      Reno-Sparks Tribal Court 
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served and died for the U.S., 

from the beginning, with almost 

3,600 American Indians who 

served in the Union Army  

during the Civil War,” Chairman 

Melendez said. “Even though 

American Indians were not  

considered U.S. citizens when 

World War I broke out, 12,000 

of them volunteered to serve 

the country in the Great War, 

including 14 women who joined 

the Army Nurse Corps.” 

 Currently, the RSIC has 46  

living veterans and four soldiers 

on active duty.   

 He went on to explain that  

by the end of the second World 

War, 44,500 Native Americans 

had taken up arms for the coun-

try, or about one-third of all able

-bodied Indian men of service 

age. 

 As the holiday calls for, much 

of the day’s focusing was  

on those who gave the ultimate 

price for our freedom, specifi-

cally veterans who died during 

battle. 

 “John (Ira) Aleck was one  

of those who went to war  

in Vietnam. He lost his life  

in combat and he was only 22-

years-old,” Chairman Melendez 

said. “His entire family and  

generations to come have been 

affected by his loss.” 

 In fact, of the 58,320 soldiers 

who died during the Vietnam 

Conflict, Aleck is one of 232  

Native warriors who lost their 

lives during the war.  

 “Let us remember their  

families who were wounded  

in spirit, when they heard the 

sad news that their loved one 

had died defending this coun-

try,” Chairman Melendez said. 

 During the observance  

in Hungry Valley, the Eagle 

Wing Pageant Dancers along 

with several members of UNITY 

(United National Indian Tribal 

Youth) sang the Flag Song.  

 Vincent Stewart provided a 

closing prayer in both English 

and Paiute. 

 “Maybe peace will come 

someday…,” Chairman  

Melendez said. “People’s hearts 

aren’t right yet, so we will  

always have soldiers going  

into the military.”   

 At both cemeteries, the  

observances concluded with the 

playing of Taps. 

Continued From Front Cover 

Never Forgotten — The names of every United States military veteran who was an enrolled member or community member of the Reno-Sparks 

Indian Colony has his or her name emblazoned on a gold plaque displayed in the newly dedicated RSIC Veterans Memorial in the Hungry Valley 

Cemetery. Currently, there are 96 names on the wall. The Colony celebrates its 46 living veterans and honors its four soldiers who are on active 

duty: Jose Melendez, Victoria Parker, Kaylea Phoenix, and Hunter Thomas.  

of the fallen soldiers rest.   

 About 25 people decorated 

graves and placed American 

flags not just on RSIC Veterans 

markers, but at any burial site 

of a veteran. 

 The RSIC Color Guard initiat-

ed the formal ceremony with a 

call to attention.   

 After “The Star-Spangled 

Banner,” Natalia Chacon 

played her hand drum and 

sang the Flag Song, also 

known as the Native American 

national anthem.  

 Rev. Augustin Jorquez of the 

Hungry Valley Christian Fellow-

ship provided an invocation.  

 In Hungry Valley, six Native 

veterans have been laid to rest, 

and on Saturday, June 1, World 

War II veteran, Cpl. Thomas 

Evan McGinty also will be  

buried in the Tribe’s cemetery.   

 Again, serving as the emcee, 

Chairman Melendez told the 

larger group about the role  

Native Americans have played 

in the duration of the U.S.  

military since even before the 

founding of the country. 

 “Native Americans have 


