
Community Input Needed For Spaghetti Bowl Project 
Public comments sought in writing, on-line, in person  for highway reconfiguration  
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Open Forum—  Tribal leaders, community members, and employees of the Reno-Sparks 

Indian Colony met with staff from the Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT) and its 

design team to discuss the latest proposal for the Spaghetti Bowl reconfiguration. Public  

comments will be accepted until Oct. 19. Comment forms are on page 4.   Photo By Scott Carey 

 Anyone wanting to give feed-

back on the proposed Reno 

Spaghetti Bowl project has until 

Oct. 19 to provide input on 

phase one of the latest reconfig-

uration of the busiest interstate 

highway intersection in Northern 

Nevada. 

 “RSIC community members 

and staff are invited to submit 

comments and questions  

regarding the Spaghetti Bowl 

project,” said Scott Carey,  

Planner at the RSIC. “Our  

department will accept complet-

ed comment cards and we will 

even take dictation to help  

community members fill out 

comment cards.”  

 The first phase of the project, 

known as the Spaghetti Bowl 

Express (SBX), will include  

construction on the 2nd street 

exit from Hwy 395 / I-580 which 

is located just northeast of the 

Reno-Sparks Indian Colony. 

 Last month when the Colony 

hosted another community 

meeting with the Nevada  

Department of Transportation 

(NDOT), Project Manager Dale 

Keller told the audience  

of about 50 that construction  

for the SBX, the most congest-

ed area within the Spaghetti 

Bowl’s system-to-system       

interchange, could be under-

way within 18 months.   

 At the September public 

meeting, not only did NDOT 

provide renderings, but 3-D  

and video simulation of the 

completed project. This video 

station, which was set up an 

hour prior to NDOT’s formal 

presentation, allowed those  

in attendance to see a 360-

degree video of any location 

within the project.   

 Furthermore, the technology 

simulated current traffic flows 

as well as future traffic flows 

with the completed improve-

ments. 

 In addition, the NDOT staff 

provided an update on the  

environmental review process 

for the project, overview of the 

SBX, and presented options  

for the installation of freeway 

sound walls, landscaping and 

aesthetics, a new neighborhood 

wall and/or pathway system, 

and limitations for the contrac-

tor during construction. 

Continued On Page 5 
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Everyone Welcome! 

 

Please be sure to sign-in to participate in  

the appreciation picnic afterwards  

at Rancho San Rafael Park. 

Please call Bhie-Cie Ledesma, RSIC Environmental  
Specialist II,  at 785-1363 X5407 with questions. 

Please Join Your Community in the   

 

                  
  Saturday, October 13th, 2018, 9am-Noon 

Site hosted by the Reno Sparks Indian Colony Environmental Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Cleanup will begin with a safety orientation and traditional  blessing. Wear working 

clothes, sturdy shoes, and bring a refillable water bottle. Latex gloves, snacks, tools, 
trash bags and water  will be provided. 

Please park in the Tribal Health Center front lot and meet in the round driveway on 

the northwest side of the Tribal Health Center,  located at 1715 Kuenzli Street, Reno, 

NV. (See pin on map below) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Started in the early 1980s, 

The Camp News is the 

monthly publication for the 

Reno-Sparks Indian Colony  

community.  The newsletter 

is produced monthly out  

of the RSIC Public  

Relations Department and 

duplicated and distributed 

by RSIC Administration 

Front Office. 

SEND US YOUR NEWS   

   The deadline for all print 

submissions to be consid-

ered for publication in The 

Camp News is 5 p.m., the 

second Thursday of every 

month.  

CONTACT OUR STAFF 

   E-mail your submissions 

to smontooth@rsic.org or 

drop off your photos and 

suggested articles at 34 

Reservation Road, Reno, 

NV 89502.   

CIRCULATION 

   If you live outside Washoe 

County and would like to 

receive The Camp News  

via U.S. Post, please  

contact us with your mailing 

address. 

   If you have a problem with  

delivery, please call us  

at (775) 329-2936. 

ELECTRONIC EDITION 

   For those of you who 

would prefer to get an  

electronic version of The 

Camp News or just read it 

on-line, please see:  

www.rsic.org and PDFs  

of our publication are  

available. 

   If you have questions, call 

us at 329-2936, ext. 3268. 

Deadlines, Mailing List 

The Camp News Profile 
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Important OCTOBER dates 

www.rsic.org 

                  Check out  

                  the NEW  

     RSIC Community  

Calendar for a listing  

of all of the Tribe’s  

activities, meeting and 

events. Log onto: 

www.rsic.org  

Chose the News tab, 

and pull down  

lto Events.  

7   Nevada Native Nations Land Act Anniversary 

8  Indigenous Peoples' Day in the United States of America 

9  ITCN Walk-in WIC Clinic, RSTHC, 9 a.m. 

10 Operation Take Your  Best Shot 2, RSTHC, 1 p.m. 

12 Fall Fest, Reno Gym, 10 a.m. 

13 Truckee River Clean Up Day, RSTHC, 9 a.m. 

  Fall Fest Craft Fair, Reno Gym, 10 a.m.  

15 Bosses Day 

   Executive Health Board Meeting, RSTHC, 5:30 p.m. 

  Language  & Culture Advisory Board meeting, RSIC Library, 5:30 p.m. 

16 Commodity Distribution, Senior Center, 8 a.m. 

17 Blood Pressure Education Workshop, RSTHC, 5:30 p.m. 

  Tribal Council Meeting, Hungry Valley Rec Center, 6 p.m. 

  RSIC Book Club, 6 p.m. 

18 Great Nevada Shakeouts Earthquake Drill, 10:18 a.m. 

  Last Day to Register to Vote, 5 p.m. 

   Senior Fun Day, Reno Gym, 10 a.m. 

19 NDOT Deadline for Spaghetti Bowl Comments, 5 p.m. 

20 Life Skills, Hungry Valley Library, 11 a.m. 

22 Family Paint Night, 34 Multipurpose Room, 6 p.m. 

23 Mammovan Early Detection Screenings, RSTHC,  8 a.m. 

  ITNC Walk-in WIC Clinic, RSTHC, 9 a.m. 

  Trick or Treat, Hungry Valley, 7 p.m. 

25  Head Start / Day Care Trick or Treat, 10 a.m. 

  Trick or Treat, Reno Colony, 7 p.m. 

26 Nevada Day Observed (RSIC Offices Closed)                 

27 Nevada Day Parade, Carson City, 10 a.m.  

29 Housing Advisory Board, Hungry Valley Rec Center, 6 p.m. 

30 Domestic Violence Awareness Summit, RSTHC, 10 a.m. 

31 Economic Development Meeting, Hungry Valley Rec Center, 6 p.m. 

mailto:smontooth@rsic.org
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 During a robust question and 

answer session, NDOT intro-

duced an idea to construct a 

new neighborhood wall along 

the eastern boundary of the 

Colony and near the new high-

way exit. NDOT staff said that a 

neighborhood wall might be 6-8

-feet high, and would be a solid 

wall constructed of concrete  

or stone masonry. Several  

community members expressed 

concerns and as well as offered 

solutions and alternatives  

for such a neighborhood wall.   

 The NDOT staff explained 

that a wall might eliminate  

noise and visual impacts of the 

SBX project as well as provide  

additional security for the  

community. 

 “During this portion of the 

meeting, there was a lot  

of positive feedback provided 

by the community members 

about constructing the neigh-

borhood wall,” Carey said. 

“Those in attendance ex-

pressed support for construct-

ing the wall not just to provide 

additional privacy, but also  

to mitigate the impacts from 

construction and future traffic 

noise.”  

 Two tribal members whose 

houses will be impacted by the 

SBX, Allan Tobey and Joseph 

Ramos-Cypher said that they 

would like the wall extended 

further along East 2nd Street, 

and/or further along Mill street 

to Golden lane.  

 In addition, feedback was 

provided by community  

members concerning a possible 

public pathway system from Mill 

to East 2nd streets through the 

vacant 17 acres east of the  

Colony.  

 This property is currently  

privately owned by Mallard   

Investment Management,  

however NDOT staff explained 

the agency is looking to buy the 

land. 

 Again, safety and privacy  

concerns were raised and  

eventually, the audience’s  

consensus was that NDOT 

should not construct a public 

pathway in this area. 

 This was the third public 

meeting NDOT has held at the 

RSIC, and again, Keller said 

that NDOT plans to complete 

the fast-tracked environmental 

assessment in three-and-a-half 

years.  

 In early 2017, NDOT reported 

that Washoe County is  

expected to see an increase  

of about 147,000 people over 

the next 20 years.  

 In preparation for continued 

population growth, NDOT  

began to develop a plan          

to improve parts of Interstate 

Story Continued On Back Cover 

Continued From Front Page 
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Sound Wall 

 

Neighborhood Wall (Access to Walking Path Near RSIC Main Office) 

15 Foot Maintenance Road 

PRELIMINARY SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

See enhanced color map at:  

http://www.rsic.org/rsic-newsletter/
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ITCN WIC 

OCT 

NOV 

DEC 

 11/06/18     ■    11/20/18 

 10/09/18     ■    10/23/18 

 12/04/18     ■    12/18/18 

for all qualifying Nevada residents. 
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 For the first time, residents  

of Hungry Valley will be able 

cast their votes in the Nov. 6  

General Election at their  

neighborhood gymnasium. 

 In July, the Reno-Sparks Indi-

an Colony Tribal Council  

successfully requested that an 

election day voting station be 

located at the Hungry Valley 

gym.  

 In addition to passing a  

resolution regarding the  

importance of equal access  

to voting for Native Americans 

living in isolated reservations, 

the Tribal Council also is  

supporting the RSIC Tribal  

election committee members 

operating the polls. 

 In anticipation of next month’s 

election, RSIC Chairman Arlan 

D. Melendez wants to remind 

the community of the important  

deadlines pertaining to the  

election which will determine 

the next governor of Nevada as 

well as other impactful national 

and area races.  

 The last day to register to vote 

is Thursday, Oct. 18.  

 Registration can be done on-

line at: www.registertovotenv.gov  or 

anyone 18-years-old or over, 

should call the RSIC Public  

Information Office at 775/329-

2936, ext. 3268 for assistance 

 Besides the on-line method, 

eligible voters may complete a 

form or register in person at the 

Washoe County Complex. 

 A list of all open offices and 

candidates can be found at: 

    https://www.washoecounty.us 

     voters/2018electioninformation 

            candidates/index.php 

 

Are You Registered, Ready For General Election Nov. 6?  
Hungry Valley to have polling station; Native vote could make huge difference   

 The decisions made at all levels of government affect Native 

American and/or American Indian people—our communities 

need to vote to ensure that our issues will be heard. Collective-

ly we can make change happen. In the state of Nevada alone, 

there are 22,000 eligible voters of Native American descent.  

Our people outnumber the voters from eight of the 17 counties 

in our state. As a block, we outnumber White Pine, Pershing, 

Lander, Lincoln, Mineral, Storey, Eureka, and Esmeralda  

counties. 

 Furthermore, the Native vote has been critical to the success 

of candidates. In 2000, the Indian vote defeated the re-election 

of Slade Gorton, an anti-Indian former Attorney General of 

Washington State. The Republican governor of New Mexico 

from 1995 to 2003, won both elections with the help of the  

Indian vote.  In 2012, Democrat Heidi Heitkamp won her tight 

United States Senate race in solidly Republican North Dakota 

because of high turnout among Native American voters. With 

up to a million Indians voting nationwide, we can swing the 

margin in a close election. Below are additional reasons why 

Native Americans should vote. 

HONOR 

Honor your right to vote. Our ancestors fought to have their 

right to vote recognized. American Indians became U.S,  

citizens in 1924, but were not legally allowed to vote until 1948.  

TRUST 

The Federal government has what is termed a trust obligation 

to provide funding and services to Tribes. Often, this trust has 

been broken. By taking political action and casting votes, we 

continue the struggle to make sure the Federal government  

fulfills its trust obligation to American Indians.  

DISPARITY / ACCESS 

Nationwide, Tribes experience some of the greatest needs  

for jobs, housing, health care, education, and other human  

services. If Indian citizens do not vote then it is significantly 

more difficult to address these issues. If Indian citizens will not 

vote, then the struggles of our elders and past generations to 

address these issues can be lost and their sacrifices made for 

nothing.  

Why Native Americans Should Vote   
Like most rights, those before us sacrificed for us 

http://www.registertovotenv.gov/
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OPINION: Why Are Native American Voters Still Invisible? 
Reno-Sparks Indian Colony members can change history, honor ancestors  

 Next month, over 400 Tribal 

members of the Reno-Sparks 

Indian Colony will have an  

opportunity to honor our elders. 

 As the General Election is set 

for Tuesday, Nov. 6, any Native 

American 18-years or older can 

benefit for the sacrifices our  

ancestors made to ensure that 

our people are fundamentally 

equal to all Americans.  

 On election day, all voting 

members of the United States 

public—-Native American,  

Hispanics, African Americans, 

and White Americans, have 

equal power to shape the  

future. 

 For a democracy to function 

correctly, the system must be  

of the people, run by the  

people, and for the people. 

 In fact, voting is a privilege, 

right and a duty. It is a moral 

responsibility of all eligible  

citizens of a society. 

 The 1965 Voting Rights Act 

was supposed to protect groups 

like Native Americans who have 

been overlooked throughout 

history. However, the difficulties 

Native Americans have trying  

to vote, continues.  

 Despite being the original 

people to this land and despite 

thousands of Native Americans,  

serving in the US military 

(including 147, from the RSIC), 

most Native Americans were 

not granted U.S. citizenship  

until 1924, when Congress 

passed the Indian Citizenship 

Act.  

 On paper, the law meant that 

Native people born in the United 

Worth The Wait—  In some districts in Maricopa County which is home to five Indian 

reservations, some voters have waited over five hours to cast their ballots. In that same state, 

just two years ago, state lawmakers made it a felony crime for non-family members to mail via 

US Post or to deliver someone else’s mail-in ballot to polling places. This Tuesday, Nov. 6,  

registered voters who live in Hungry Valley will be able to vote at the Tribe’s gymnasium  

at 9075 Eagle Canyon  Drive.                                                                                        File Photo

States were granted the right  

to vote, but in practice, most  

of our relatives were still not  

allowed to vote because each 

state decided who could cast 

ballots. 

 Even today, in states with 

large Native American popula-

tions, government officials cut 

voting hours and opportunities, 

refuse to add polling places  

on reservations, eliminate 

language assistance services, 

and fight to keep Native voters 

in majority-white districts where 

American Indians will never get  

political representation.   

 For example, in Maricopa 

County which is home to five 

Indian reservations within the 

state of Arizona, some voters 

waited over five hours to cast 

their ballots in the 2016 General 

Election. 

 Since 2013, seven lawsuits 

alleging voting discrimination 

against Native American voters 

have gone through some of the 

highest courts in the land.  

 All but one, have been  

successful, including the  

nearby, September 2016 case 

in which Veterans from the  

Pyramid Lake Paiute and the 

Walker River Paiute Tribes 

sued the  State of Nevada  

for equality when voting. 

 This November, more Native 

Americans are running for local, 

Continued On Page 9 

https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/the-indian-citizenship-act
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/the-indian-citizenship-act
https://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/elections/voting-rights-native-americans.html
https://www.thenation.com/article/there-are-868-fewer-places-to-vote-in-2016-because-the-supreme-court-gutted-the-voting-rights-act/
https://www.thenation.com/article/there-are-868-fewer-places-to-vote-in-2016-because-the-supreme-court-gutted-the-voting-rights-act/
https://thinkprogress.org/how-a-south-dakota-county-is-suppressing-the-native-american-vote-233655d3b345/
https://thinkprogress.org/how-a-south-dakota-county-is-suppressing-the-native-american-vote-233655d3b345/
https://cronkitenews.azpbs.org/2018/05/14/distance-language-can-still-pose-challenge-to-native-american-voting/
https://cronkitenews.azpbs.org/2018/05/14/distance-language-can-still-pose-challenge-to-native-american-voting/
https://navajotimes.com/reznews/county-ordered-to-hold-elections-using-new-districts/
https://navajotimes.com/reznews/county-ordered-to-hold-elections-using-new-districts/
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Ira Hayes—Pima   

World War II Veteran 

Tuesday, November 6  
GENERAL ELECTION DAY—VOTE! 

 
Thursday, Oct. 18  

Voter Registration Deadline  
 

for details, please call public information at:  
775/329-2936, ext. 3268 

Our  ancestors could not vote, 

MAKE YOURS 

COUNT! 

regional, state and federal  

offices.  

 Maybe most notably, Deb  

Haaland, whom the RSIC has 

made a financial contribution, is 

likely to be the first Native Amer-

ican woman in Congress.  

 In total, 14 Native Americans 

are running for U.S. House and 

Senate seats. 

 According Native Vote, if   

Native communities can vote 

consistently, we can start to get 

attention as our communities 

represent a statistically signifi-

cant group. 

 Native Vote is a non-partisan  

initiative to encourage Tribal 

communities to vote and it is 

endorsed by the National  

Congress of American Indians.  

 According to a 2012 study 

from Demos, a New York City-

based think tank, American  

Indian and Alaska Native turn-

out is 5 to 14 percentage points 

lower than registered voters 

from other racial or ethnic 

groups.  

 However, as the Native  

American population continues 

to grow across the country – 

from 1.9 million in 1990 to 6.6 

million in 2015 – so too has our 

political representation.  

 Plus, government officials, 

nonprofits, and Native Ameri-

can leaders are pushing back.  

 Right here at the Colony, our 

Tribal Council’s request for a 

voting station on its Hungry  

Valley land was primed by the 

successful law suit of Ralph 

Burns, Robert James, and  

Johhnie Williams. 

 We must do our part: register 

and vote on election day.  

    Editor’s Note: 

 This editorial was written  

by RSIC PIO Stacey Montooth, 

with information from Native 

Vote and ThinkProgress. A 

member of the Walker River 

Paiute Tribe, Montooth will  

assist any Native American 

wishing to register or vote.   

 If you have question, call her 

at 775/329-2936, ext. 3268.  

Continued From Page 8 

“...on Tuesday, Nov. 6  

any Native American  

18-years or older can  

repay the sacrifices our 

ancestors made to ensure 

that our people are equal 

to all Americans…”  
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pima_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://thinkprogress.org/deb-haaland-new-mexico-c87e9ee7b748/
https://thinkprogress.org/deb-haaland-new-mexico-c87e9ee7b748/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1jCWJrdJqO3FJXIZxyi4_CI29FwKYCUu7xQ6-n2zeODA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1jCWJrdJqO3FJXIZxyi4_CI29FwKYCUu7xQ6-n2zeODA/edit?usp=sharing
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 To prepare for emergencies 

and to prepare for flu season, 

the Reno-Sparks Tribal Health 

Center (RSTHC) staff, the Reno

-Sparks Indian Colony’s  

emergency staff and the 

Washoe Health District will  

simulate an emergency epidem-

ic drill while vaccinating as 

many people as possible in a 

two-hour span. 

 Operation Take Your Best 

Shot 2, planned for Wednesday, 

Oct. 10, 1-3 p.m., at the Tribe’s 

health center (1715 Kuenzli St.) 

will be the third collaborative 

training exercise between the 

Reno-Sparks Indian Colony 

(RSIC) and the Washoe County 

Health District.  Once again, the 

drill is practical and preventive.     

 “It has been said that practice 

makes perfect,” said Stacey 

Montooth, Public Information 

Officer at the RSIC.  “For sever-

al weeks, we have been  

developing a mock emergency 

scenario, and all our stakehold-

ers are excited to test our plan.”   

 In the scenario for the drill, the 

Washoe County Health District 

will have declared a health 

emergency due to the pandemic 

influenza.   

 All RSTHC patients, including 

all Colony employees, will be 

invited to get his/her annual flu 

shot while the health care staff 

and emergency responders 

tests its preparedness plan.  

 In addition to setting up and 

operating a walk-in clinic,  

Operation Take Your Best Shot 

2 will include a drive through 

option.   

Flu Shots Will Be Given During Emergency Drill  
Drive through vaccinations available during Operation Take Your Best Shot 2  

 In the large parking lot across 

from the health center, staff will 

provide vaccinations to volun-

teer patients who will not even 

have to exit his/her vehicle.   

 In fact, the RSIC Senior  

Program will transport a large 

van of elders to the drive 

through vaccination site. 

 Furthermore, a mock media 

briefing with a description  

of the identified threat, statistics 

on the pandemic, real-time in-

oculation numbers, as well as a 

question and answer session 

will take place at 1:30 p.m.,  

in the 3Nations Wellness  

Center within the RSTHC.   

 The media is encouraged    

to attend, not just to cover  

11 

Operations Take Your Best 

Shot 2, but to participate in a 

1:30 p.m., press briefing. 

 “It is critical that our drill  

include the press because  

in an actual disaster, it is our 

media partners who help us 

disseminate life-saving,  

accurate information,”  

Montooth said. “We have an 

entire emergency communica-

tion plan that needs to be test-

ed and we would appreciate 

local media experts helping us 

improve our protocols.” 

 According to the MOU, such 

regional partnership increases 

infrastructure and resource 

sharing for the distribution  

The Hand Off — In 2016, Hank Johnson (right) was the emergency exercise incident  

commander and he inspected the completed paperwork for the delivery of vaccinations  

requested by the Reno-Sparks Tribal Health Center from the Nevada Department of Health 

and Human Services. To start this mock emergency pandemic exercise, the flu shots were  

delivered to the the Colony by state law enforcement.  

Continued On Page 13 
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Sponsored by the Maddie’s® Pet Project in  Nevada in partnership 

with the Reno-Sparks Indian Colony, we are featuring a special spay 

or neuter clinic for ALL dogs and cats of the RSIC community, for FREE.   

& 
NOVEMBER 3 — SATURDAY, HUNGRY VALLEY GYM 

CAT — NO appointments necessary 

 

DOG  Appointments ENCOURAGED 

but not necessary. 

DROP-OFF TIME #1:  7:00-7:30 am 

 DROP-OFF TIME #2:  10:30-11:00 am 

All cats and dogs 

MUST be in a pet carrier  

or crate; or on a leash. 

If you need a pet carrier 

or leash, some will be 

available at the gym  

for loan. 

CALLING ALL ANIMAL LOVERS: VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED  

To help with the animals, check-in, check-out, set-up, tear-down, clean-up 

through out the day starting on Friday, Nov. 2 through Sunday, Nov. 4.   

Snack, drinks and lunch will be provided to all volunteers on Saturday and  

Sunday.  If interested, please contact, Stacey-RSIC @ 329-2936, ext. 3268  

or smontooth@rsic.org. 

NOVEMBER 4 — SUNDAY, HUNGRY VALLEY GYM 
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of medications should a  

catastrophic event happen. The 

expert staff, the state-of-the art 

facility and its convenient  

location make the RSTHC an 

ideal point of distribution or a 

POD. 

 Also, PODs can quickly  

provide massive numbers  

of life-saving medications  

to large numbers of people  

during emergencies.   

 Additionally PODS should be 

set up in neighborhoods and 

community centers that people 

can get to easily.  

 Besides county and RSIC 

personnel, staff from the Fallon 

Paiute-Shoshone Tribe and the 

Duck Valley Shoshone-Paiute 

Tribe also will participate along 

with the Salvation Army, the 

Nevada Department of Public 

Safety, the Washoe County 

Emergency Management and 

the Nevada Division of Public 

and Behavioral Health.  

 The drill will be based on a 

detailed exercise plan which 

was developed by the Washoe 

Health District Public Health 

Emergency Response Coordi-

nator, Stephen Shipman, with 

input from the health center’s 

emergency response team.    

 Under the plan, the RSTHC 

staff is looking to give up to 150 

patients his/her flu shot each 

hour. 

 Other RSIC emergency and 

health care divisions—tribal  

police, public works, planning, 

public relations and emergency 

services—provided feedback 

for the exercise overview, too.  

 For more information about 

getting your flu shot and helping 

the RSIC emergency staff with 

this drill, please call  329-5162. 

Continued From Page 11  

 The Center for Disease Control (CDC) recommends a yearly flu 

vaccine for everyone 6- months of age and older as the first and 

most important step in protecting against this serious disease. 

 Encourage your loved ones to get vaccinated, and know that 

vaccination is especially important for people at high risk  

for developing flu complications, and their close contacts. 

 People at high risk of developing flu-related complications 

include children younger than 5, but especially children younger 

than 2-years-old; Adults 65 years of age and older; Pregnant 

women (and women up to two weeks postpartum); Residents of 

nursing homes and other long-term care facilities; and American 

Indians and Alaska Natives seem to be at higher risk of flu  

complications. 

 Getting vaccinated before flu activity begins helps protect you 

once flu season starts in your community. It takes about two 

weeks after vaccination for the body’s immune response to fully  

respond and for you to be protected.  

 The CDC suggests that people get a flu vaccine by the end  

of October. However, getting vaccinated later can still be  

beneficial and the CDC recommends getting a flu vaccination as 

long as influenza viruses are circulating, even into January. 

 While vaccine effectiveness can vary, recent studies show vac-

cine reduces the risk of flu illness by about 40-60 percent among 

the overall population during seasons when most circulating flu 

viruses are like the vaccine viruses.  

 Most people who get sick with flu will have mild illness, will not 

need medical care or antiviral drugs and will recover in less than 

two weeks. Some people, however, are more likely to get flu  

complications that can result in hospitalization and sometimes 

death. Pneumonia, bronchitis, sinus infections and ear infections 

are examples of flu-related complications. Flu also can make 

chronic health problems worse. 

 The exact number of flu illnesses that occur each season is not 

known because flu is not a reportable disease and not everyone 

who gets sick with flu seeks medical care or gets tested.  

 The CDC estimates that flu has resulted in up to 35.6 million 

illnesses each year in the United States and since 2010, the CDC 

estimates that flu has resulted in up to 710,000 hospitalizations 

each year. 

 According to Dr. Robert Redfield, the director of the CDC, an 

estimated 80,000 Americans died of influenza and its complica-

tions during the 2017-18 season. That was the highest death toll 

from the flu in at least forty-years. 

 For more information, see: https://www.cdc.gov/flu/index.htm . 

Why Should I Get A Flu Shot?  
Children, elders, American Indians at high risk 



14 

 Thomas McGinty’s family is 

sure he turned 103-years-old  

on Saturday, Sept. 15.  

 However, the World War II 

Veteran’s official United States  

of America certification of  

military service indicates that 

McGinty is just 101-years-

young. 

 Never-the-less, immersed in a 

culture which pays great rever-

ence to its elders, and even 

greater reverence to its elders 

whom served in the military, 

hundreds at the Reno-Sparks 

Indian Colony (RSIC) honored 

McGinty for his tremendous 

milestone. 

 At this special birthday  

celebration organized by the 

Reno-Sparks Indian Colony’s 

Senior Program, a Friday 

brunch along with a birthday 

cake especially made by well-

known baker Juanita Sampson, 

was served.  

 Thirty-five students from the 

Colony’s Head Start classes led 

a rousing rendition of “Happy 

Birthday,” for the centenarian.  

 In addition, several dignitaries 

from the Nevada Department  

of Veterans Services (NDVS), 

the VA Sierra Nevada Health 

Care System and Nevada  

Senator Dean Heller’s office 

presented McGinty with certifi-

cates and salutations.   

  McGinty was awarded a lapel 

pin designating him a “Nevada 

Hero” as was his grandson,  

Yuma, McGinty’s primary care 

giver. 

 According to, Cathy Yates, 

the NDVS strives to recognize 

RSIC World War II Veteran Celebrates Birthday  
Thomas McGinty enjoys milestone with special brunch, cake and ceremony  

all family members as often, a 

soldiers’ loved ones also make 

notable sacrifices. 

 “He is a good example to our 

community and as well as to all 

in our Native American culture,” 

Chairman Melendez told  

Channel 2 photographer Bryan 

Hofman, who covered the  

celebration. “We are proud and 

lucky Mr. McGinty has lived a 

good, long healthy life.”  

  The afternoon concluded after 

Chairman Melendez read an 

official proclamation honoring 

McGinty for his long life and  

for his prosperity. 

 The document which featured 

a patriotic portrait photograph 

of McGinty which was taken 

during a recent Veterans Day 

celebration, outlined McGinty’s 

100-plus year long life. 

 The official proclamation 

read: Whereas, longevity of life 

is a blessing from the Creator, 

a blessing for family and for a 

community which benefits  

from the knowledge and  

experiences this individual 

brings to all; and whereas, the 

Reno-Sparks Indian Colony 

recognizes with respect and 

admiration the contribution  

of all our elders and senior  

citizens; and whereas, Mr. 

Thomas McGinty was born  

in Reno on September 15 and 

spent much of his childhood  

in the region including Reno, 

Sparks, Fallon, Lovelock,  

Carson City and Loyalton,  

Calif., plus he has lived the  

majority of his life in Sparks, 

Nev.; and whereas, in 1935, 

Mr. Thomas McGinty graduat-

ed from the only off-reservation 

Indian boarding school, the 

Carson Indian School, which 

later become known as Stewart 

Indian School to which nearly 

10,000 Native American  

students attended; and where-

as, Mr. Thomas McGinty was  

a Corporal in the U.S. Army 

enlisting on April 22, 1941 and 

nobly serving his country  

during World War II and being 

honorable discharged on Dec. 

5, 1945; and whereas, in 1945, 

Mr. McGinty married Marlene 

Rodriquez from Lovelock, and 

the couple raised eight  

children, five grandchildren; 

and eight great-grandchildren 

and enjoyed a 48-year  

marriage until her passing I 

n 1993; and whereas, Mr. 
Continued On Page 15 

All Smiles — Thomas McGinty, a  

father of 8 children, 5 grandchildren, and 

8 great-grandchildren, who also enjoyed a 

48-year marriage, celebrated his 103rd 

birthday last month at the Reno-Sparks 

Indian Colony’s Senior Center. 
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McGinty was a well-known and 

esteemed  

mechanic for the Reno Pontiac 

dealership located on 4th and 

Sierra streets; and whereas, 

Mr. McGinty’s exceptional  

machinist skills took him and 

his loving family to Rancho  

Cordova, Calif., where he 

served as an engineer for Aero-

jet, a rocket and missile  

manufacturer for NASA; and 

whereas, after retiring from this 

high security, often top-secret 

job with Aerojet, Mr. McGinty 

retired and move back to  

Nevada where he became, and 

still is a resident of Sparks, 

Nev.; and whereas, Mr. 

McGinty has always been  

 

known for his kind manner and 

gentle approach to life, and his 

nearly continuous smile, and 

whereas, four-days a week,  

Mr. McGinty uses the Washoe 

County Senior shuttle transpor-

tation to enjoy the fellowship, 

including lunch with all our  

elders at the RSIC Senior  

Center; and whereas, as a  

centenarian—at least 100-years 

of age—today and every day, 

Mr. McGinty should be honored 

for his century-plus on this 

earth; now, therefore, be it  

proclaimed that, I, Arlan D. 

Melendez, Chairman of the  

Reno-Sparks Indian Colony,  

do herby honor Mr. McGinty 

and wish him many more  

very happy birthdays.  

“...longevity  

of life is a blessing  

from the Creator, a 

blessing for family and 

for the entire RSIC 

community which  

benefits from the 

knowledge & experience  

this individual  

brings...” 

—Chairman Melendez   

referring to Thomas McGinty  

on the World Ward II Veteran’s 

103
rd

 birthday 

Continued From Page 14 

Across The Generations — Monday through Thursday, Thomas McGinty can be found at the same table during at the Reno-Sparks Indian 

Colony’s Senior Center where he reads the newspaper or magazines and enjoys a healthy lunch.  McGinty turned at least 101-years-old on Sept. 15 

and his family and friends attended a party for him at the RSIC Senior Center. A resident of Sparks, Nev., McGinty was born in Reno, Nev., and 

attended Stewart Indian School in Carson City, Nev., before he enlisted in the United State Army in 1941. Nobly serving our country during World 

War II, McGinty was honorably discharged on Dec. 5, 1945. McGinty and his wife of 48-years, Marlene Rodriquez, raised a large family in North-

ern Nevada and central California.  To mark his birthday, two classes from the Colony’s Head Start Program enthusiastically sang “Happy  

Birthday” to likely the eldest member of the Tribe. Above, the students posed with McGinty. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rancho_Cordova,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rancho_Cordova,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rocket
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In & Around: Reno-Sparks Indian Colony Community  
32nd Annual Numaga Indian Days Pow Wow—Hungry Valley 
 

Photos by Laura DeSimone, Jim 

Schafer, Larry Burton, Judy Martin, 

and Dr. AJ Cotterell. To see images 

as well as the entire The Camp 

News in color, please log onto:   

    http://www.rsic.org/rsic-newsletter/ 
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In & Around: Reno-Sparks Indian Colony Community  
32nd Annual Numaga Indian Days Pow Wow—Hungry Valley 
 



 Saying “no” to bad choices 

can be empowering, freeing, 

and a healthy way of building 

our self-esteem. So, why do 

we have such a hard time 

saying “no” to bad choices?  

 When we are young our 

parents tell us – “Don’t you 

say NO to me! You do as 

you’re told.” They also tell us 

not to do certain behaviors 

like using drugs or drinking 

alcohol.  Then we get mixed 

messages when we observe 

them using substances or 

being intoxicated; doing the 

exact opposite of what they 

told us not to do.   

 As we get older we can 

feel guilt or shame if we say 

“no” to a “favor” because we 

want to be liked or it makes 

us feel important and need-

ed.  For example someone 

asks us to take care of their 

children so they can go out 

and party.  We know the  

party goer is engaging in bad 

behavior.  We also know  

in our heart that by watching 

their children we are actually 

enabling them to continue 

this bad behavior. So, how 

 can we be helpful and not 

  an enabler?  One solu- 

    tion is we can tell the 

     party goer that we 

      will do everything 

       in our power  

        to support   

        their health  

          and well 

          being, and 

we will also do everything  

in our power to help them avoid 

bad choices.  This way we  

create boundaries and at the 

same time let them know that 

we love them, support them, 

and care for them. An example 

would be to have the party goer 

stay at home and make a good 

dinner with you for everyone  

to enjoy.  This way you can all 

spend the night together laugh-

ing and having fun instead  

of her/him going out to party.    

 Another source of confusing 

messages, that negatively  

impacts us, comes from our 

society.  Commercials and 

sales people tell us how we can 

immediately avoid discomfort or 

distract ourselves from daily life 

by taking a pill, smoking sub-

stances, or drinking.  Some  

of these sales people even tell 

us that these mind altering 

drugs are good for us!  They 

create an illusion to entice us 

into thinking the substance is 

healthy, natural, has no long 

term effects, and will make our 

lives wonderful.  They romanti-

cize the substance use by  

putting an umbrella in a beer  

by the ocean, or they advertise 

a person doing yoga in nature, 

to send the message that their 

drug is related to health and 

wellness.  Interestingly, this 

was the same type of messag-

ing the tobacco sales people 

used just a few decades ago 

when they were normalizing 

tobacco. Do you remember ash 
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trays everywhere, candy  

cigarettes, and entertainers 

and actors smoking ciga-

rettes? I’ve seen cigarette 

advertisements showing  

doctors smoking, adolescents 

choosing cigarettes for their 

parents and even pregnant 

women smoking cigarettes! 

Hmmm. This makes me  

wonder if we ever learn  

from our historical mistakes  

or we just keep making the 

same bad choices over and 

over again.  

 

 Also, notice the people  

selling these substances are 

primarily motivated to sell 

their drug and do not 

acknowledge the downside  

of the drug being sold.  The 

only messages they will talk 

about are designed to the sell 

their product.  Imagine if a 

synthetic stimulant (upper, 

methamphetamine) sales  

Ask Paul 

“...substance 

work temporarily, 

but problems are 

usually worse  

after a person has 

wasted  time  

being wasted…” 



Road to Wellbriety tells us how 

the Elders had to rely on listen-

ing to their heart to survive the 

terrible conditions they had to 

live through.  They maintained 

the connection with the Creator 

and followed Creator’s guid-

ance by learning how to listen 

to their heart.  They recognized 

that when this connection is 

severed, their direction  

became confused and lost.   

 Through Creator, your heart, 

and a trusted Elder you can be 

guided to make healthy choic-

es for your health, happiness, 

and prosperity, if you listen.   

 If you are having a hard time 

saying “NO” or find yourself 

continuing making bad choic-

es, you can ask a trusted Elder 

or your support professionals 

at our Behavioral Health  

Department who will be happy 

to help.   

 Paul Snyder MA, LADC-S 

also needs to be aware  

of their impact on children.  If 

this adult realizes the substance 

sales person’s motivation is 

money, and knows all of the 

mental, physical, emotional 

health risks, as well as the legal 

risks they are taking by using 

the substance; the adult still has 

an obligation to the children who 

are learning behaviors and  

mimicking this adult’s behavior. 

Keep in mind, an Elder doesn’t 

just mean being older. Also, an 

Elder doesn’t have to be a  

family member.  An Elder can 

be a community member or 

someone you trust.  An Elder  

is wise, loving, caring, offers  

guidance and advice for your 

spiritual, emotional, mental and 

physical health.  The Elder has 

your overall best interest at 

heart.  An Elder loves to see you 

happy, and thriving, and at the 

same time is willing to tell you 

“NO” when you are about to do 

something unhealthy or harmful.  

 The Elders teach us in the 

Red Road to Wellbriety, “Most  

of the time we are who we are 

by choice. That’s all life is – a 

matter of choices. The choices 

you make set up the conse-

quences you’re going to live with 

in your life.” So, your choices 

can set you up for success, 

health, happiness and good  

relationships or the exact  

opposite.   

 The Elders also teach us  

to listen to our heart.  The Red 

person told the potential  

customer – “This substance 

can have these side effects: 

paranoia, sleeplessness,  

hallucinations, amnesia, un-

controlled tremors, drooling, 

nausea, paralysis, dizziness, 

and permanent brain  

damage.”  Would the poten-

tial customer still take this 

risk?  

 We know drugs work and 

will change the way a person 

perceives life for a moment.  

These substances work  

temporarily, but the person’s 

problems are usually worse 

after the person has wasted 

their time being wasted. The 

more a person uses the  

substance, the further away 

from solving their problems 

they go. Also as this bad  

relationship grows, so does 

the person’s negative conse-

quences. Interestingly, if 

these consequences result  

in the person being incarcer-

ated, the substance sales 

person doesn’t visit their  

customer in jail, put money  

on their books, or even write 

letters.  Usually the burden  

of support is reserved for the 

customer’s family.  So the 

customer gets high, the sales 

person makes money and the 

family gets to pay the bills as 

well as endure the emotional 

stress of sleepless worry, 

anxiety and fear.   

 The substance using adult 

“Through Creator, your heart, and a trusted Elder, you can be guided to make healthy choices.”  

         Editor’s Note 

Ask Paul is a health  

column by Paul Snyder, a 

substance counselor at 

the Reno-Sparks Tribal 

Health Center. His column 

is published in The Camp 

News, the monthly RSIC 

Tribal newsletter and  

in the First Nation’s Focus, 

a product of the sierra Ne-

vada Media Group 

(SNMG). Have a question 

for Paul? Email him at: 

rsnyder@rsicclinic.org 
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In & Around: Reno-Sparks Indian Colony Community  
Annual health activities, community policing, self imposed natural high   
 

Cultural Healthy Dances — Most dancing can strengthen 

your abs and back, helps curve your hips and helps strengthen and 

tone your legs. Being physically active has many health benefits, 

however cultural dancing helps your heart and helps your spirit and 

soul by building community pride.  

                                               Photo Provided By Gina Featherstone 

See It, Say It!  — With over 15,000 acres to patrol in Hungry 

Valley, it is a community effort to stop illegal dumping. If you see 

garbage spoiling our land or if you see suspicious activities around 

Eagle Canyon, please call the Reno-Sparks Indian Colony Tribal 

Police at 323-2677 or dial 911.   

Preventive Health — In Indian Country, injuries are the lead-

ing cause of death for American Indians and Alaska Natives from 

ages 1-44 years. To combat these statistics, the Reno-Sparks Tribal 

Health Center’s Valentine Lovelace provides effective community-

based initiatives with multiple strategies to reduce and prevent inju-

ries and fatalities.  

Enjoying the Challenge — With exercise, endorphins inter-

act with the receptors in the brain and reduce the perception of 

pain. Winter Dove McCloud said that trail running in national parks 

and other wildlife areas brings her clarity, joy, pride and focus. For 

more information about McCloud’s passion, see page 25. 
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 The Reno-Sparks Indian  

Colony’s Winter Dove McCloud 

recently finished her first Ultra 

Trail and Relay Race near Elko, 

Nev.  The Ruby Mountain  

Timberline Relay was held  

in the beautiful Ruby Mountains  

in Lamoille, Nev.   

 The relay consisted of three 

different loops with each loop 

measuring 3.8 or 6.3 miles, 

bringing the entire course mile-

age to 13.9 miles.   

 The loops were rated hard, 

moderate, and very hard as per 

the race organizers.        

 “Trail running is a sport or  

activity which consists of run-

ning and hiking over trails and it 

differs from road running and 

track running in that it generally 

takes place on hiking trails, 

which are often in mountainous 

terrain, where there can be 

much larger ascents and de-

scents,” said  Keith Godden of 

ULTRAmarathonRunning.com.  

 McCloud, a long time fitness 

enthusiast, began her Ultra 

Trail and Relay Race through 

the Ruby Mountains at and  

elevation of 8,700 feet and the 

highest elevation during her 

competition was a peak  

of 10,447 feet. 

 The elevation is important  

because running at high alti-

tudes decreases the amount of 

oxygen getting to the runner’s 

muscles.  

 The low atmospheric pres-

sure in the thin air makes the 

blood less oxygen-rich as it 

travels to the muscles.  

 As McCloud proceeded and 

climbed higher, the thinner air 

made it more difficult to run  

because her oxygen demand 

increased.  

 Furthermore, the elevation in 

Hungry Valley where McCloud 

sometimes trains is approxi-

mately 4,380 feet  

 Never-the-less, McCloud  

averaged 1.5 hours per loop.    

 The loops took each racer 

through a beautiful journey  

of pine trees, lakes, across 

bridges, and through fields  

of wildflowers.   

 McCloud is not alone in her 

interest in trail running  

 According to a 2015 report 

McCloud Completes Scenic Ruby Mountain Footrace  
Mother Nature provides soothing backdrop for demanding trail run  

done by the Outdoor Founda-

tion, the number of trail runners 

is increasing annually.  

 They have grown from 4.5 

million to more than 6 million in 

the United States alone be-

tween 2006 and 2012.  The 

number of organized trail races 

has grown throughout the world 

and is now well into the hun-

dreds in North America alone. 

 Like McCloud, runners often 

cite the landscape and non-

urban environment as a prima-

ry reason for preferring trail 

running. Because of the natural 

or serene setting, trail running 

is viewed as a more spiritual 

activity than roadside running 

or jogging that same report  

sited.  

 Prior to McCloud’s historic 

finish at the Ruby Mountain 

Timberline Relay, she began 

her half marathon journey 

about six months ago.   

 Since then, her races have 

taken her to 5 National Parks— 

Bryce Canyon, Zion, Capitol 

Reef, Crater Lake, and Great 

Basin, one National Conserva-

tion Area—Red Rocks in Las 

Vegas, and one wilderness  

area—Ruby Mountain Wilder-

ness.    

 At 42-years-young, McCloud 

said that she plans to continue 

her passion of trail racing for as 

long as her body allows.   

 “Racing continues to bring 

her clarity, joy, pride, and  

focus,” McCloud said. “Plus, 

you never know who you will  

inspire; someone is always 

watching.”   

An Award With A View — The 

RSIC’s Winter Dove McCloud recently 

completed the Ruby Mountains Timberline 

Relay which was held in Northern Nevada. 

This was McCloud’s first organized trail 

run which included a high altitude 13.9 

mile course over steep ground with large 

inclines and drastic descents. For McCloud 

however, the beautiful setting helped even 

out the race’s physical demands.  

https://ipfs.io/ipfs/QmXoypizjW3WknFiJnKLwHCnL72vedxjQkDDP1mXWo6uco/wiki/Jogging.html
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 Drones are among the most 

cutting-edge innovations and 

governments and healthcare 

organizations are pilot testing 

around the globe. 

 Here in Washoe Valley,  

in early September, the drone  

delivery company, Flirtey, 

completed its first flights under 

the Federal Aviation Administra-

tion’s Drone Integration Pilot 

Program (IPP). 

 “Flirtey just demonstrated  

deliveries with multiple drones 

per pilot for the first time, which 

is a major milestone,” said  

Matthew Sweeny, founder and 

CEO of Flirtey. “We’re excited 

to be working with our partners 

and the FAA to save lives and 

improve lifestyles with Flirtey’s 

drone delivery.” 

 To date, drones have been 

successfully tested for deliver-

ing emergency medical supplies 

to remote areas of Puerto Rico 

which is still feeling the effects 

of last year’s Hurricane Maria. 

 Purdue University researchers 

said they are working with the 

United States Military on a 

drone and headset augmented 

reality combination that enables 

experienced physicians to re-

motely instruct junior doctors 

working in the field.   

 Also this summer, the United 

Kingdom National Health  

Service flew drones carrying 

blood and medical results  

between London hospitals.  

 That researchers evaluating 

the pilot project estimated that it 

could save up to $21 billion  

annually when used in the over-

Flirty Demos Deliveries With Multiple Drones Per Pilot 
Reno-Sparks Indian Colony will help deliver emergency medical equipment, medicines  

all economy, meaning not just 

healthcare.   

 In June last year, test drones 

beat emergency responders  

to heart attack victims by as 

much as 17 minutes in a small 

test conducted in Sweden. 

 Andrew Schroeder, director 

of research and analysis  

at humanitarian aid organiza-

tion Direct Relief, which is part 

of the collaboration using 

drones in Puerto Rico, said 

they need to get medicine  

to remote locations that are 

otherwise reachable only  

by helicopter. 

 “As drone technology and 

systems for managing them 

improve, we expect them  

to save lives in places where 

disasters have cut off access  

to critically needed healthcare,” 

Schroeder said to Healthcare IT 

News. 

 The Flirtey flights were  

conducted using its own drone  

model, which is designed  

to carry heavier payloads  

for longer distances. 

 The IPP team includes Flirtey, 

the Reno-Sparks Indian Colony, 

the Reno Police  

Department and Reno Fire  

Department, Washoe County, 

the City of Sparks and the 

Sparks Fire Department,  

FedEx, the Regional Emergen-

cy Medical Services Authority, 

Alpine Insurance, Northern  

Nevada Medical Center,  Truck-

ee Meadows Community Col-

lege, Carson Fire Department, 

Iris Automation, AirMap,  

T-Mobile, and the American 

Red Cross. 

Lifesaving Delivery — Drone company Flirtey has completed its first flights under the 

Federal Aviation Administration’s Drone Integration Pilot Program (IPP) to which the Reno-

Sparks Indian Colony along with several area governments and agencies have joined. Last 

year, using drone delivery systems, needed medical equipment and medication arrived as much 

as 17 minutes before emergency responders.                                                                File Photo    
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Missoula, Mont. — In early  

September, the American Civil 

Liberties Union released reports 

that revealed an extensive,  

state and federal law enforce-

ment organized plan to work 

together against protestors.   

 This information became  

public just ahead of the  

anticipated Keystone XL  

protests by Indigenous people 

and environmental activists. 

 The records provide substan-

tial evidence of federal  

preventative measures against  

Keystone XL protests, such  

as a Department of Justice  

“anti-terrorism” training in Fort  

Harrison, Mont., and a DOJ 

“Social Networking and Cyber 

Awareness” training in the town 

of Circle, Mont.  

 These records reveal discus-

sions between federal officials 

about the creation of an 

“interagency team” to “deal  

with safety and security  

concerns related to the Key-

stone XL project.”  

 The records also suggest that 

additional documents exist, 

which the government contin-

ues to withhold, detailing plans 

for protests. 

 The documents were obtained 

through Freedom of Information 

Act requests and parallel state 

records requests.  

 The ACLU and the ACLU  

of Montana filed a federal  

lawsuit in Montana against the 

Department of Homeland  

Security, the Department  

of Defense, and other federal 

agencies seeking further  

ACLU Sues Feds For More Documents, Plans, Contracts 
Previous report refers to Water Protectors as extremists, criminal, violent  
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is currently unknown. If the gov-

ernment is planning to prevent 

or monitor Indigenous and envi-

ronmental protests, the  

activists involved have a right  

to know about it.” 

 With the September lawsuit, 

the ACLU aims to determine 

what plans the government has 

for preventing, surveilling, and 

engaging with Indigenous and 

environmental activists who  

oppose the construction of the 

Keystone XL oil pipeline.  

 The ACLU also plans to look 

into whether and how the  

federal government is targeting 

already over-policed Indigenous 

communities to preempt political 

protest. 

 “In light of the government’s 

excessive and violent respons-

documentation of law enforce-

ment plans to surveil and police 

Keystone XL protests. 

 “Evidence that the federal 

government plans to treat  

Keystone XL protests with 

counterterrorism tactics,  

coupled with the recent 

memory of excessive uses  

of force and surveillance at the 

Standing Rock protests, raises 

immense concerns about the 

safety of Indigenous and  

environmental protesters who 

seek to exercise their First 

Amendment rights,” wrote  

Jacob Hutt, who filed the  

information requests that are 

the subject of the lawsuit. “The 

First Amendment protects  

political speech from the threat 

of undue government scrutiny, 

and the extent of such scrutiny 

Massive Government Overreach —  The ACLU has uncovered evidence that the 

federal government planned to treat Keystone XL protests with counterterrorism tactics.  

Because of the excessive uses of force and surveillance at the historic Standing Rock gathering 

of Tribes, legal experts have raises concerns about the safety of Indigenous and environmental 

protesters who seek to exercise their First Amendment rights.                                            

                               Photo By Bucky Harjo 

Continued On  Page  30 
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es to pipeline protests at 

Standing Rock, we are very  

concerned about the specter  

of government and law  

enforcement officials plotting  

to silence opposition to the 

Keystone XL Pipeline..,” said 

Caitlin Borgmann, executive 

director of the ACLU  

of Montana. “We do not want  

to see such governmental over-

reach and abuse in our state.” 

 The ACLU filed its original 

records request in January  

after obtaining a report showing 

that state and federal agencies 

may already be spying  

on potential protesters. The 

report, which references the 

Standing Rock protests,  

characterizes pipeline  

opponents as “extremists”  

intent on “criminal disruptions 

and violent incidents.” 

 “The government has a  

history of punishing those that 

fight and speak for what is 

right," said Angeline Cheek, a 

Hunkpapa and Oglala Lakota 

activist, community organizer, 

and teacher from Ft. Peck  

Reservation. “Now, as people  

of different nations fight  

to defend their rights, land,  

water, identity and people,  

history is repeating itself. But 

the strength of our ancestors 

will remain within us, resilient  

to forced oppression, cultural 

cleansing, and genocide. We 

are the dream and vision of our 

ancestors. In prayers we are 

united — all my relations.” 

 Peaceful protesters at Stand-

ing Rock and other pipeline 

demonstrations were monitored 

by the government and private 

security firms hired by oil  

companies.  

 They used drones, social me-

dia monitoring, and undercover 

FBI agents to keep watch  

on the protests.  

 Law enforcement agencies 

also used water cannons, 

dogs, tear gas, and concussion  

grenades on Indigenous people 

and their allies. Journalists 

were also blocked from cover-

ing the protests. 

 This complaint by the ACLU 

follows months of refusals  

by federal agencies to release 

documents. 

Continued From Page  28 

                Editor's Note 

 This proceeding press  

release was provide by the 

ACLU’s New York media team. 



 The RSIC Veterans Committee would like to have updated, accurate information on our Colony/Hungry  

Valley Veterans living or deceased, including current RSIC employees, National Guard members, or any  

active military. With the utmost respect, we would like to acknowledge all who served our country  Please fill 

out the following information and return this form to Verna Nuño, RSIC Tribal Administrator Office, 34  

Reservation Rd., Blg. A., Reno, NV 89502. 

1. Veteran’s Name:   

 

2. Branch of service:  

 

3. Last unit served in:  

 

4. Last rank held:  

 

5. Years served?  

 

6. Any wars or military actions? 

   Which? 

  

   When? 

  

   Where? 

 

7. What medals, ribbons, awards and honors were received? 

 

8. Other interesting service information: 

 

 

 

                 Thank you from the 2018 RSIC Veterans Day Committee 
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QUESTIONS?  

Call Wali at 329-5162 

x1947 or Stacy x1945 

■ Senior Water Fitness 

■ Senior Aquacize 

■ Toddler Time 

■ Swimming Lessons 

■ Lap Swimming  



35 

 

The RSIC Diabetes  

Program reserves the 

right to end the program 

at any time. 
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Recruitment  

for Housing Advisory Board 

 The RSIC Housing Advisory Board  is actively 

seeking two interested community members to sit 

on the board. 

 If you are interested in being a member of the  

Housing Advisory Board, please submit a letter  

of interest to:   

         Tom Dressler 

         RSIC Housing Director 

         c/o 34 Reservation  Road 

         Reno, NV  89502 
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Legal Notices, Public Announcements 
Tribal member needed for advisory groups, volunteer opportunity, Veterans celebration 

KTMB’s Truckee River Cleanup Day 

Saturday, Oct. 13 from 9 a.m.—noon 

A Keep Truckee Meadows Beautiful event where 

RSIC commits to keeping its part of the river clean 

and healthy. Meet behind the Reno-Sparks Tribal 

Health Center.  KTMB will host a BBQ afterward, 

with the location TBD closer to the date.  

Recruitment  

Law & Order Committee 

 The Law & Order Committee is currently  

recruiting for one new member.  Appointments 

made to the Committee are for a four-year term 

and members are appointed by the Tribal Council.  

The Committee, pursuant to the bylaws, is sched-

uled to meet the first Wednesday of each month, 

but the date can be changed by the Committee. 

  The Committee shall be compensated at a 

rate approved by the Tribal Council. 

  The Standing Rules for Committees and  

Advisory Boards of RSIC have been revised and 

were adopted by the Tribal Council on 10-31-

2012, Resolution No. 2012-RS-53.  All Committee  

members must abide by these rules. Please see 

the Tribal Administrator’s Office for a copy of the 

Standing Rules.     

  Any interested RSIC enrolled member may  

submit an applications to the Tribal Administrator’s 

Office located at 34 Reservation Rd. 



           Any questions call, RSIC Enrollment Department:  775-786-3363 

34 Reservation Road, Reno, NV 89502 

NAME AND ADDRESS CHANGES 

All changes must be made in writing to the RSIC Enrollment Department no later than  
October 15. 
 
MINOR & ADULTS UNDER THE CARE OF GUARDIANS/CAREGIVERS 
The representative must submitted completed documentation and must be submitted to the 
Enrollment Department no later than October 15. (This includes RSIC Human Services, 
Tribal Court, Child Care Protective Services, Foster Care, or under the care of a guardian, 
etc.)  
 
PARENTS WHO HAVE JOINT CUSTODY    
Please send in signed, notarized agreement regarding who gets the check(s) for the minor 
child (ren) to the Enrollment Department no later than October 15. Otherwise, the check will 
be made out to the member parent of the minor child (ren).  
 
OUT OF STATE OR INCARCERATED MEMBERS 
For those members that request to have their checks mailed, the member must submit a 
signed, notarized letter to the Enrollment Department, no later than October 15.  Incarcer-
ated members must mail an authorization  letter with a correctional facility postmarked which 
includes the full-name and address of the person to pick up the check by October 15. No 
money orders will be mailed or issued. 
 
PICKING UP CHECK BY ANOTHER PERSON 
The member must submit a signed, notarized letter authorizing an individual to pick up their 
check. The letter must include the full-name and address of person picking up check.  The 
letter must be submitted no later than, October 15. Tribal ID required. 
 
 
W-9 REQUIRED FOR NEW MEMBERS  
Individuals who enrolled with the RSIC prior to October 15, 2018, including minors, must 
complete a W-9 form.  No checks will be issued if W-9s are not submitted. 
 
OUTSTANDING POLICE WARRANTS 
If a member has a outstanding warrant, or is otherwise wanted by law enforcement, his/her 
check will not be distributed. Further, if another person attempts or picks up a wanted  
member’s  check, that person will be in violation of RSIC Law & Order Code, Section  
4-9116, which provides the following:  (a) a person knowing another person is a fugitive, 
commits the offense of obstruction of justice by intentionally: Providing a fugitive with  
money, transportation, a weapon, disguise, or other means of avoiding discovery or  
apprehension. Obstruction of Justice is a Class C Offense. 

Legal Notices, Public Announcements 
Christmas distribution information for RSIC enrolled tribal members outlined 
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Continued From Page 5 

32nd Annual Numaga Indian Days Pow Wow Grand Entry — Nearly 200 dancers registered for the Reno-Sparks Indian Colony’s 

annual pow wow held in scenic Hungry Valley. Above, the head dancers, Nathan Nez and Willow Abrahamson, lead the performers into the arena 

in a good way. The procession was started by elder and Veteran Lawrence Samirepa who carried in the RSIC Color Guard eagle staff.  The Colony 

veterans Arlan D. Melendez, Landrum Quoetone, Edward Reina, Mario Rivas, and Beatrice Thayer posted the flags.            Photo By Larry Burton  

80, Interstate 580, and U.S. 

395, with particular attention  

to the I-80/I-580 Interchange, or 

the Spaghetti Bowl.  

 As nearly 150 homes and the 

Reno-Sparks Tribal Health 

Center are located near the  

Interstate 80, Interstate 580, 

and U.S. 395 interchange, and 

because three of the Tribe’s 

business enterprises including 

Three Nation’s Walmart are  

located off the 2nd and Mill 

streets exits, respectively, the 

reconfiguration of the Spaghetti 

Bowl is of great interest to the 

entire RSIC community.  

 In two of the three initial  

design concepts for the  

Spaghetti Bowl reconfiguration, 

either land currently used  

for Walmart parking or about six 

houses on the Colony would 

have been eliminated to make 

room for the new configuration 

of the highway.  

US 395 should be greatly re-

duced or eliminated, and south-

bound I-580/US 395 backups  

at the Spaghetti Bowl should be  

eliminated. Overall, freeway 

safety in general should  

improve Keller said. 

 Also, a draft environmental 

impact statement will be availa-

ble to the public for comment  

in November along with a public 

hearing scheduled for Dec. 12 

at the Reno-Sparks Convention 

Center. The final draft of the 

environmental impact statement 

is expected to be available  

in early 2019, with a record  

of decision to be issued by the 

federal government in June 

2019.  

 For more information on any 

aspect of the project, please 

visit: 

  www.ndotspaghettibowl.com 

or call (775 ) 622-5555 or email:  

       info@dot.state.nv.us. 

 

 Thanks to feedback from the 

RSIC leadership, community 

and staff and NDOT’s commit-

ment to secure an endorsement 

from the local governments as 

well as a favorable opinion  

from the public regarding the 

final project, a third option  

which does not remove 

Walmart parking or RSIC  

houses was prepared. 

 In addition to current targeted 

improvements, NDOT has 

promised that the final  

reconfiguration will encompass 

future traffic projections and 

infrastructure needs to take the  

region through the year 2040. 

 According to Johnson, the 

total reconfiguration will be 

done in five phases with im-

provements plans in short, mid, 

and long-range projects. 

 With the proposed Spaghetti 

Bowl Xpress improvements, 

eastbound I-80 backups       

approaching the exit to I-580/

http://www.ndotspaghettibowl.com
mailto:info@dot.state.nv.us

