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NDOT Has Placed Its Second to Last, Final Installment of the  

Native American Cultural Elements  

for the SBX Project on East Second Street  

 

(Reno, NV) - The Reno-

Sparks Indian Colony (RSIC) 

is pleased to announce that 

NDOT and their construction 

consultants have placed its’ 

second to last, final install-

ment of the Native American 

Cultural Elements at the Glen-

dale / East Second Street on 

and off ramps from I580 free-

way.  

RSIC collaborated with 

FHWA (Federal Highway 

Administration), NDOT 

(Nevada Department of 

Transportation), Q&D, Ames 

Construction and Dustin 

Payne Western Art Studio to 

create the cultural elements 

for everyone driving by to 

see.  

The Bronze Statue of a female 

Native American Fancy 

Dancer was placed in its final 

position on Thursday, April 

27, 2023. The Bronze Statue 

truly captures the female fan-

cy dancer in a dynamic mo-

tion. The sculptor from Cody, 

Wyoming, Mr. Dustin Payne 

of Dustin Payne Western Art 

Continued on Page 4 
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 Started in the early 1980s, 

The Camp News is the 

monthly publication for the 

Reno-Sparks Indian Colony  

(RSIC) community.  The 

newsletter is produced 

monthly out of the RSIC 

Public Relations Office, and 

duplicated and distributed 

by the RSIC Administration 

Front Office. 

SEND US YOUR NEWS   

   The deadline for all print 

submissions to be consid-

ered for publication in The 

Camp News is 5 p.m., the 

second Thursday of every 

month.  

CONTACT OUR STAFF 

   E-mail your submissions 

to newsletter@rsic.org, 

bsam@rsic.org or drop off 

your photos and suggested 

articles at 34 Reservation 

Road, Reno, NV 89502.   

CIRCULATION 

   If you live outside Washoe 

County and would like to 

receive The Camp News  

via U.S. Post Office, please  

contact us with your mailing 

address. 

   If you have a problem with  

delivery, please call us  

at (775) 329-2936. 

ELECTRONIC EDITION 

   For those of you who 

would prefer to get an  

electronic version of The 

Camp News or just read it 

on-line, please see:  

www.rsic.org and PDFs  

of our publication are  

available. 

   If you have questions, call 

us at 329-2936. 

Deadlines, Mailing List 

The Camp News Profile 
Important May 2023 Dates: 
3-4 American Indian Justice Conference at GSR  
4 Senior Program’s Older American’s Month Ice Cream Social, 34 Res Rd. 

@ 5pm  
4  “The Art of Ben Aleck” - Meet the Artist Event , NV Museum of Art  @   
  4pm 
5  UNITY Monthly Meeting, TLC Building @ 6pm. Looking for new mem-  
  bers.  
11  Photo Lantern Sponsored by RSIC Tribal Archives 34 Res. Rd. 5 p.m. 
16 Food Bank of Northern Nevada Mobile Food Harvest HV 
17 General Tribal Council Meeting, Reno Multipurpose Room (34 Res Rd,) 

@ 6pm  
19 Disaster Shelter & Mass Care Training HV Gym 10am—4pm 
23  Commodity Food Distribution 34 Reservation Rd Admin. Bldg. 8am-11:45 
29 Memorial Day RSIC Admin Offices & RSTHC CLOSED 
31 Economic Development Tribal Council Meeting, Reno Multipurpose    
  Room (34 Res Rd.) @ 6pm.  
 
 
 
 
Please Note:  

- RSIC’s THPO/Cultural Resources Program’s “Wounded Souls—   

   Extracting From the Land and Our Spirits” Exhibit is open, Monday—                                                       

 Friday, 11am-6pm & Saturday’s 11am-3pm.  More Info: 775-785-1326. 

 Exhibit extended until May 12, 2023.   

-  The Art of Ben Aleck Exhibit at the Nevada Museum of Art  is NOW 

 OPEN to the PUBLIC. TRIBAL MEMBERS FROM ALL COMMUNITIES 

 RECEIVE FREE ADMISSION!   

- SAVE THE DATE: Numaga Powwow, September 2-4, 2023  

 

 

COVID-19 Stockpile:  To request PPE, call Joanna Hicks at 775 560-0941 

www.rsic.org 

Important Dates 

FOLLOW US AT: 

Find the most  up-to-date info on RSIC’s Facebook.  

If you’d like to receive RAVE Alert text messages,  

call/text 775-842-2902 or bsam@rsic.org or bharjo@rsic.org   

mailto:smontooth@rsic.org
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Gallery, spent many hours with 

the Cultural Resources Program 

to design the sculpture. RSIC 

Tribal Member and RSIC Pow-

wow Club Coordinator, Lorri 

Chasing Crow, served as the 

consultant and model to assist in 

creating this spectacular sculp-

ture.  

“I’d Like to thank the Reno-

Sparks Indian Colony Cultural 

Resources Program and Michon 

Eben for asking me to be the 

model for this 17 foot bronze 

statue,” stated Lorri Chasing 

Crow. “ I’m beyond excited and 

honored to represent all indige-

nous people across Turtle Island 

and all the people of RSIC, Ne-

vada and my family. I dance to 

pray the people, especially for 

those who can’t dance.”  

NDOT Landscape Architecture 

Manager, John L’Etoile said, 

“It’s been a real pleasure and 

honor working with the Reno-

Sparks Indian Colony. Working 

on this project, I received a dif-

ferent perspective of education 

about the Colony and the histo-

ry of Nevada Tribes. I now 

have a deeper respect for the 

1st peoples of this land, of Ne-

vada. The cultural elements on 

Second Street is like an educa-

tional public art display for 

everyone to see when they 

drive by, for free. ”  

The RSIC will be planning a 

small event after the last Native 

American Cultural Element is 

placed at the off ramp. Please 

stay tuned for more infor-

mation.  

1 2 3 

Photos from Left to Right:   

1. Concept Drawing                           2. Sculptors Concept                  3. Detailed for RSIC Approval 

Lorri Chasing Crow Models for Sculpture. 

Photos by: Kelsee Chasing Crow 

Continued from page 1 
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The 2023 NICWA Conference was held at the Peppermill Resort 

and Casino from April 3-5, 2023. Chairman Melendez provided an 

inspiring opening. Our RSIC Elder Language Teachers gave the 

opening prayers each day and RSIC’s Eagle Wings and Powwow 

Club performed for the attendees with over 1500 health & human 

services professionals. It was the biggest round dance thus far for 

performances. It was an enlightening week of culture.  



9 



10 



11 



12 

The work of lifelong artist, edu-

cator, and enrolled member of 

the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe 

(Kooyooe Tukadu/cui-ui fish 

eaters) Ben Aleck will be fea-

tured in an exhibition titled The 

Art of Ben Aleck, which opened 

April 1 at the Nevada Museum 

of Art. The exhibition features 

over thirty of Aleck’s paintings, 

drawings and mixed-media art-

works, and traces his long ca-

reer through works that empha-

size deep connections between 

Indigenous communities and 

the Great Basin.   

For the duration of the exhibi-

tion, all members of tribal com-

munities will be offered free 

admission and due to the Free 

Student Admission Program, 

all University students are also 

able to visit the museum free of 

charge. 

An active and exhibiting artist 

in Northern Nevada, Aleck had 

his first solo exhibition at the 

age of 23 at the Nevada Muse-

um of Art (then called the Sierra 

Nevada Art Gallery in Reno) in 

1972.  For many years, Aleck 

was employed by the Pyramid 

Lake Museum and Visitor’s 

Center, and his art often relays 

the stories of the plants, ani-

mals, and geography of Pyra-

mid Lake, located forty miles 

northwest of Reno within the 

boundaries of the Pyramid Lake 

Paiute Reservation. His paint-

ings and drawings also give vis-

ual form to Indigenous stories 

about the stars, coyotes, the for-

mation of Great Basin lands, 

and the origins of its people, 

while at the same time tackling 

issues involving the environ-

ment and water use. 

A longtime Nevada resident, 

Aleck was born in Reno in 1949 

and was raised on the Reno 

Sparks Indian Colony 

(RSIC).  As an aspiring artist at 

Wooster High School, Aleck 

became part of the Upward 

Bound Program and was invited 

to take art classes at the Univer-

sity of Nevada, Reno. 

“I was in middle school, just 

twelve years old, when I first 

started attending fine art classes 

at the University of Nevada, 

Reno through the Upward 

Bound Program. One of the first 

classes I took was a drawing 

class from the University when 

I had a break from the regular 

classroom at Vaughn Middle 

School,” Aleck said. “I grew up 

on the Reno-Sparks Indian Col-

ony. The Colony at that time 

was at the edge of town, and I’d 

have to walk to my class at the 

campus early every morning. 

But, I enjoyed it. Even at that 

time, I knew that education was 

important if you want to go onto 

higher education in any field—

mine happened to be art.” 

As part of the Upward Bound 

Program at that time, Aleck 

took classes from Professor Don 

Kerr where he learned to paint 

and draw using models. “The 

anatomy of the human body is 

important in my artwork and 

that was an important part of my 

development as an artist,” Aleck 

said. He also studied under art 

teacher James McCormick. “By 

the time I finished high school I 

had built an art portfolio, and I 

pretty much had my choice of 

what art schools I could attend.” 

“All my teachers along the way 

from elementary school at Orvis 

Ring with Mrs. Wolfe to junior 

high school at Vaughn Middle 

School with Mr. Yacavelli, and 

Wooster High School with Tom 

Tucker, and the Upward Bound 

Program, where I studied at the 

Uni-

The art of Ben Aleck honors career of indigenous Numu 

(Northern Paiute) artist and educator  
Aleck, a former University of Nevada, Reno Upward Bound program participant, talks 

about his art, Nevada and the opening of his exhibition at the Nevada Museum of Art  

By Arts & Culture, NEVADA Today  

Eagle in Flight by Ben Aleck 

Continued on Page 16-17 

https://www.unr.edu/nevada-today/news/2023/nevadaart.org
https://www.unr.edu/nevada-today/news/2023/nevadaart.org
https://www.nevadaart.org/art/exhibitions/the-art-of-ben-aleck/
https://www.nevadaart.org/learn/ongoing-programs/free-student-admission/
https://www.nevadaart.org/learn/ongoing-programs/free-student-admission/
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versity of Nevada, Reno with 

Don Kerr and James McCor-

mick have always encouraged 

me to do art. From the very be-

ginning, I had a lot of support. I 

was really fortunate for that. 

“The instruction in fine art that I 

received when I was an Upward 

Bound student at the University 

enabled me to create my art-

work and to develop my tech-

nique, especially in drawing and 

painting. Having those skills 

enabled me to attend one of the 

better art schools in our region, 

the California College of Arts 

and Crafts (now California Col-

lege of the Arts (CCA)) in Oak-

land, California after I graduat-

ed from Wooster High School 

in 1968.  I was a student there 

while the occupation of Alca-

traz Island was going on, and 

that introduced me to more Na-

tive perspectives. 

“Following what the Native 

American movement was doing 

as a young college student and 

artist gave me a greater insight 

into what it means to be Nuwu/

Northern Paiute, and an en-

rolled member of the Pyramid 

Lake Paiute Tribe (Kooyooe 

Tukadu/cui-ui fish eaters). To 

this day, my artwork tells the 

stories of the Great Basin Tribes 

and gives visual form to not on-

ly Indigenous stories, but envi-

ronmental issues that impact 

Indigenous people in the Great 

Basin, like water use,” Aleck 

said. 

After graduating from Wooster 

High School in 1968, Aleck at-

tended the California College of 

Arts and Crafts (now California 

College of the Arts (CCA)) in 

Oakland, California. During his 

time in the San Francisco Bay 

Area, he witnessed the politics 

and protest of the Vietnam War 

era and the countercultural Hip-

pie Movement. He became in-

volved with the American Indi-

an Movement (AIM) and partic-

ipated in the American Indian 

Occupation of Alcatraz. He 

graduated with a Bachelor of 

Fine Arts in Painting from CCA 

in 1972. 

“The Creator provided Ben with 

amazing gifts including the abil-

ity to address injustices effec-

tively and succinctly. Ben is 

empathetic to all our relatives 

be they breathing or inani-

mate.... Ben’s art reflects how 

he prioritizes our stories, tradi-

tions, and our beloved Mother 

Earth. His work is heartening, 

and so necessary as we make 

our way through the drudgery 

and beauty of today’s world,” 

said Executive Director of the 

Nevada Indian Commission 

Stacey Montooth, who is also a 

member of the Walker River 

Paiute Tribe.  

“Ben blends humor, knowledge, 

and emotion to open eyes and 

hearts to contemporary issues of 

the region we call the Greater 

West,” said the Andrea and 

John C. Deane Family Chief 

Curator and Associate Director 

Ann Wolfe. “The Nevada Mu-

seum of Art is committed to am-

plifying and celebrating the 

many voices of Indigenous art-

ists in the Great Basin and Sier-

ra Nevada.”  

Aleck is a founding member of 

the Great Basin Native Artists 

and has shown his work regular-

ly in exhibitions at galleries and 

museums throughout the Ameri-

can West. Pieces of his artwork 

are in the permanent collections 

of the Nevada Museum of Art 

and the Nevada State Museum. 

The Art of Ben Aleck exhibit 

will be available for viewing 

until January 7, 2024. FREE for 

all members of tribal communi-

ties.  Info: 775-329-3333 
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The Reno-Sparks Indian Colony sponsored 

an Opening Celebration Dinner in honor of 

“The Art of Ben Aleck” exhibit on Wednes-

day, April 5, 2023. Everyone had a great time 

and the dinner was delicious. Ben Aleck grew 

up at Reno-Sparks Indian Colony.  

We are beyond proud of our relative. 

 

Photos By: Little Buck Harjo, RSIC PR Assistant 
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Due to health and safety con-

cerns, Tribal Council approved 

the Capital Improvement Pro-

gram (CIP) Project to demolish 

the library modular building, and 

three of the Colony’s commer-

cial buildings north of the Colo-

ny Road. On April 18, Q&D 

Construction (Q&D) wrapped up 

the work on the Colony’s 

“Building Demolition” project. 

To ensure health & safety re-

quirements were met, the Colo-

ny contracted with Sato Envi-

ronmental Consultants (Sato) to 

perform the environmental sur-

vey at the project sites to identi-

fy asbestos-containing material 

(ACM) and inventory hazardous 

materials. Sato delivered to the 

Colony the environmental report 

which stated no need for asbes-

tos abatement. However, hazard-

ous materials were required to 

be properly removed and dis-

posed of by Q&D prior to per-

forming the demolition.  

Q&D began work on April 27th 

at the Colony’s commercial 

property along Sunshine Lane 

(north of Colony Road). Three 

buildings were demolished be-

cause of ongoing, unauthorized 

occupancy, vandalism, and 

blight.  

Q&D demolished the following 

buildings, hauled away debris, 

and then filled areas and com-

pacted the demolition sites in a 

manner to prevent hazards.   

 A 2,100 square feet, 2-story 

building, located on the 3.63

-acre parcel addressed at 1 

Sunshine Lane that was 

built in 1984. This building 

was vacant and was in no 

condition to rent without 

major renovation. The doors 

to this building were 

chained shut but it contin-

ued to be broken into.  

 A 500 square foot office and 

a 200 square foot shed lo-

cated on the 3.68 -acre par-

cel located on 2 Sunshine 

Lane (formerly Oxborrow 

Trucking) and these build-

ings were constructed in 

1963. Both buildings were 

vacant and were in no con-

dition to rent long term. The 

buildings had been broken 

into many times and had 

been boarded up. 

Q&D continued work on April 

17th, at the library modular 

building which was 1,610 

square feet and located at 401 

Golden Lane. This building was 

torn down due to continuing 

water and sewer issues, infesta-

tion of animals, poor air ventila-

tion, and structural issues 

caused by aging. It was very 

costly to fix and maintain the 

structural and utility issues of 

this building each year.  Educa-

tion and Public Works relocated 

the contents of the building to 

98 Colony Road (old Admin-

istration Building). 

Programs and departments pre-

viously located in the library 

modular building are now relo-

cated to suitable offices. Lan-

guage & Culture is located in 

offices at both Reno and Hun-

gry Valley, and the Prosecutor 

is located at 1933 Prosperity 

Street, Reno. The Reno Library 

is temporary closed until further 

notice; however, the Hungry 

Valley Library is open.  

The Planning Department sur-

veyed the Colony community 

last summer as part of the new 

Comprehensive Plan and re-

ceived many suggestions on the 

future use of these parcels. A 

long-term use of these lots will 

be identified in the Comprehen-

sive Plan, and until then, the lot 

where the library was located 

will serve as additional parking 

for RSIC staff and visitors.   

The Planning Department and 

Economic Development Depart-

ment are working together for a 

conceptual plan for the property 

along Sunshine Lane, which 

may include residential and/or 

light commercial.   

To date, the demolition project 

cost $144,878 which is $39,122 

less than the preliminary esti-

mated cost, and this includes 

environmental inspection, haz-

ardous waste abatement, utility 

retirement, and demolition.  

It was a privilege to oversee this 

demolition project as part of my 

work duties but even more en-

joyable to work as a team 

amongst 

Demolition Project Completed  

Of the Old Library, Language & Culture and Prosecutor Offices  

Continued on Page 23 
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the tribal departments, contrac-

tors, and outside agencies. 

Thanks to all that assisted on 

this project. 

Contact my office with any 

questions that you may have. 

775 785 1363 ext. 5405 or 

email: mondelacy@rsic.org 

-Michael Ondelacy, Director of 

Commercial Property Manage-

ment 
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Getting Ready for Wildfire Season-  

Creating and Maintaining Defensible Space 

Becoming a Fire Adapted Community 
By: RSIC Housing Department 

 

What does it mean to create defensible space? It means creating a buffer around your house where 

fire will not spread as quickly and your home can be protected and give space for firefighters to fight 

the fire and defend your home. Firefighters will not enter a property where it is high risk to things like 

dense vegetation, propane tanks, and lots of storage items that might catch on fire and put firefighters 

and your home at risk.  

There are many things homeowners can and should do to prepare and protect their homes to survive a 

wildfire. Creating defensible space, managing vegetation and landscaping, using fire resistant con-

struction materials, and properly storing firewood and other combustible materials are all important 

things homeowners can do to reduce the risk from wildfire. Contact RSIC fire department to ask for 

advice to creating defensible space. 

Things to do: 

 Dispose of yard waste, especially close to your home. You want to strive for 30 to 100 feet of 

clearance.  

 Mow weeds, remove pine cones, pine needles and dead vegetation. Clear it away from your house.  

Fine fuels such as grasses can carry a fire as does sagebrush and other shrubbery. Keep vegetation 

from touching the house. If possible replace wood fences with metal fences that are within 30 feet 

of your home to reduce fire hazard 

 Clear your roof top and gutters of any vegetative debris or other debris that could catch on fire. 

Have missing roofing repaired or replaced to avoid water and fire risk. Remember in a wildfire, 

one ember can land on the roof and start a fire. 

 Manage hazards on your property. Don’t place a barbecue right up against your house. Don’t stack 

firewood against the house. Move all extra fuels away from the home including propane tanks and 

gas cans. Keep all other large or small items away from the house to reduce the fire risk.   

It seems really overwhelming if you haven’t done yard maintenance in a while. Start with the easy 

things. Mow the weeds. Move the extra stuff away from your house and then make a plan to start get-

ting rid of stuff. Ask neighbors for help. Use community clean up days or contact RSIC Public Works 

for possible assistance.  

Remember in the case of a fire racing through your neighborhood, you want your house to be as pro-

tected as possible and you want firefighters to be able to defend your house. 

Defensible Space and Becoming a Fire Adapted Community works 

For more information go to https://www.livingwithfire.com/  

https://www.livingwithfire.com/
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Thacker Pass Lithium Construction Shut Down by Direct  

Action of Prayer with Elders Leading the Way  
By: Ken Cosentino, Last Real Indians; Photos by Little Buck Harjo & Bethany Sam 

(Orovada, NV) - On Tuesday, 

April 25th, a group of protestors 

successfully disrupted a lithium 

mining project at Thacker Pass 

in Nevada. One member of the 

group was Dean Barlese, an el-

der of the Pyramid Lake Paiute-

Shoshone, who told us “We've 

got to stand up for our ances-

tors, they gave their lives, they 

shed their blood fighting for this 

land."  

If you search for “Thacker 

Pass” on Wikipedia, you will 

find that there is no page for 

this important cultural heritage 

site. There is, however, a very 

well kept Wikipedia page for 

“Thacker Pass Lithium Mine.” 

It seems pretty obvious that the 

narrative surrounding Thacker 

Pass is being dominated and 

controlled by some clandestine 

forces; who have buried the 

cultural significance of this ge-

ographical location deeper than 

the shattered bones of those 

who were massacred there. 

Luckily, a group of activists 

known as Protect Thacker Pass 

have dutifully chronicled their 

opposition to the lithium min-

ing operation. 

According to their website, 

“Thacker Pass is a physical 

feature in Humboldt County 

Nevada, part of the McDermitt 

Caldera approximately 60 

miles northwest of Winne-

mucca. It was formed 16 mil-

lion + years ago, is traditional 

and un-ceded territory of the 

Paiute and Shoshone people, 

and is United States Bureau of 

Land Management (BLM) 

public land. The traditional 

Paiute name of Thacker Pass 

is PeeHee Mu’huh meaning 

‘rotten moon.’ 

Now it is also 

the proposed 

site for a mas-

sive lithium 

mine that 

would destroy 

the area and 

valuable habi-

tat for the 

creatures who 

live there.” 

Dorece Sam, an enrolled mem-

ber of the Fort McDermitt Pai-

ute-Shoshone Tribe, issued the 

following statement: 

"Yesterday, we and our allies 

held a peaceful Paiute and Sho-

shone prayer at PeeHee Mu'huh. 

We prayed in the same manner 

as our ancestors whose spirits 

and remains lay in PeeHee 

Mu'huh. As a Fort McDermitt 

Tribal Member and traditional 

Paiute woman, I stand with and 

support our relative tribes like 

the Burns Paiute Tribe, Reno-

Sparks Indian Colony, and 

Summit Lake Paiute Tribe who 

are fighting this destructive 

mine alongside us. Unfortunate-

ly the Fort McDermitt Tribal 

Council does NOT represent the 

interests of the Ft. McDermitt 

community and Tribal member-

ship on this issue.”  

Anyone who has paid any at-

tention to the lithium mining in 

the Amazon rainforest knows 

of the destruction that these 

types of operations reap upon 

Respected Elder, Dean Barlese of Pyramid 

Lake Paiute Tribe stands in prayer.  

Photo by: Little Buck Harjo 

https://www.protectthackerpass.org/about-us/
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the land, and subsequently, the 

Indigenous populations. 

According to the Reno-Sparks 

Indian Colony the planned lith-

ium mining operation in 

Thacker Pass “was permitted 

without any consultation with 

native tribes. In fact, most re-

gional tribes – including us – 

were not even aware of the 

planned mine until after the 

Final Environmental Impact 

Statement was released and the 

Record of Decision was signed 

on January 15th, 2021.” 

During the height of the 

COVID pandemic, while reser-

vations across Nevada were 

still in a state of lockdown, the 

Bureau of Land Management 

“fast tracked” the permit pro-

cess; issuing a permit for the 

project in less than a year. 

Thacker Pass, which sits within 

an extinct supervolcano (the 

McDermitt Caldera), is spiritu-

ally significant to Indigenous 

tribes of Nevada, including: 

The Northern Paiute, the Sho-

shone, the Southern Paiute, and 

the Washoe. 

The mine is a project of Lithi-

um Nevada, LLC; a “wholly 

owned subsidiary of Lithium 

Americas Corp, a Canadian 

company whose largest share-

holder is the world’s largest 

lithium mining company, Chi-

nese Ganfeng Lithium.” 

Bucky Harjo (Paiute - Shosho-

ne) said “As a 

parent I am 

sometimes 

brought to tears 

listening to our 

children play 

and their laugh-

ter throughout 

the day; with the 

life ways of our 

nations we learn 

and children 

learn, but for 

our grandparents and great-

grandparents there was much 

pain… and now we see that 

pain once again as mining cor-

porations trespass once again 

on our sovereignty, our tradi-

tions and treaty rights and reli-

gious rights. That sacred mo-

ment of the morning was pow-

erful medicine and those voic-

es should always be heard and 

not silenced, that is part of 

what we must protect, the har-

mony of Thacker Pass, PeeHee 

Mu’Huh.” 

Thacker Pass was the location 

of two massacres. The second 

event is well documented and 

occurred during the Snake War 

on September 12th, 1865 when 

government soldiers slaugh-

tered 31 men, women and chil-

dren from the Paiute tribe. 

Fragments of bones and other 

remains are scattered through-

out the proposed mining area, 

according to attorney Will Falk 

with Protect Thacker Pass. 

According to the Reno-Sparks 

Indian Colony, the first massa-

cre, “which gave this area its 

Paiute name of PeeHee 

Mu’huh (“Rotten Moon”) was 

an inter-tribal conflict with a 

tribe from the west.” This 

event was carried out by the Pit 

River Indians of Northern Cali-

fornia/Oregon. 

BLM has conveniently ignored 

the aforementioned, stating that 

the sites which are eligible for 

the National Register of Histor-

https://www.rsic.org/protect-thacker-pass-protect-peehee-muhuh/
https://www.rsic.org/protect-thacker-pass-protect-peehee-muhuh/
https://www.protectthackerpass.org/what-we-mean-when-we-say-massacre/
https://www.protectthackerpass.org/what-we-mean-when-we-say-massacre/
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ic Places are within the bound-

aries of the lithium mining ar-

ea. 

The Reno-Sparks Indian Colony 

has been joined in their opposi-

tion by the Burns Paiute Tribe, 

National Congress of American 

Indians, the Inter-Tribal Council 

of Nevada, the Pyramid Lake 

Paiute Tribe, the Summit Lake 

Paiute Tribe, a local rancher 

named Ed Bartell, Protect 

Thacker Pass, and “a communi-

ty group composed mostly of 

members from the Fort McDer-

mitt Paiute-Shoshone Tribe, the 

People of Red Mountain (Atsa 

Koodakuh wyh Nuwu).”  

Lithium Americas Corp. is un-

der contract to sell the lithium 

from Thacker Pass to General 

Motors for their electric cars. 

While politicians and corpora-

tions assert that electric cars 

are a sure-fire way to slow 

down climate change, the evi-

dence says otherwise. The pro-

cess of obtaining lithium for 

batteries is just as damaging to 

the environment as coal min-

ing. Thacker Pass sits atop 

what may be the largest lithium 

deposit of Turtle Island, and 

greedy billionaires are licking 

their chops at the possibility of 

extracting lithium from Thack-

er Pass as early as 2026. 

Says Max Wilbert, of Protect 

Thacker Pass: “Bulldozing a 

sacred mountain is not 'green.' 

It's wrong to sacrifice biodiver-

sity and cultural sites for greed 

and luxury cars." 

More info at 

www.protectthacker pass.org  

Continued from Page 35 

https://www.2news.com/news/protestors-disrupt-construction-at-thacker-pass/article_cb8b7ad0-e3cb-11ed-8354-7b66d8985440.html
https://www.2news.com/news/protestors-disrupt-construction-at-thacker-pass/article_cb8b7ad0-e3cb-11ed-8354-7b66d8985440.html
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Photos of Community Easter Egg Hunt  

& Community Pyramid Lake Fishing Day 
Photos by: Bethany Sam & Little Buck Harjo  
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Carson City, NV) - Pro-

fessor Marisella Martinez-

Cola (Morehouse College, 

Atlanta, GA) would like to 

interview Stewart alumni 

who recall former employ-

ee Alice Piper from Big 

Pine, CA.  Ms. Piper was 

a matron and Instructional 

Aide to older boys living 

in the Large Boys Dorm. 

Ms. Piper worked at Stew-

art Indian School as a ma-

tron in 1944-1950. She 

worked with students in 

the Special Five-Year 

Navajo Program during 

some of this time.  Ms. 

Piper was re-employed as 

an Instructional Aide for 

large boys in the late 

1950s through early 

1960s. She is pictured in 

Stewart Yearbooks for 

1961 and mentioned in 1962.  

Alice Piper went by Alice An-

telope dur ing her  ear lier  em-

ployment. She took 

her maiden name back after a 

divorce.   

The late Ms. Piper (1908-1985) 

is known for winning a discrim-

ination case (Piper v. Big Pine 

School District of Inyo County) 

in 1924. This victory allowed 

Indian students to attend the 

newly built public school in Big 

Pine and had even broader im-

plications.  This case law was 

cited in a landmark discrimina-

tion case decided in the U.S. 

Supreme Court, “Brown v. 

Board of Education of Topeka” 

in the 1950s.   

Information gathered in Profes-

sor Martinez-Cola’s project, 

“Finding Alice Piper” will be 

shared with the Eastern Califor-

nia Museum in Inyo County, 

CA. and the Big Pine Paiute 

Tribe (contact: Mr. Dave Ram-

beau) who also are also honor-

ing Ms. Piper.  

Informational Goals 

Ms. Piper is mentioned in Pro-

fessor Martinez-Cola’s book: 

The Bricks Before Brown V. 

Board: A Comparative Histori-

cal Case Study of Race, 

Class, and Gender across 

Chinese American, Native 

American, and Mexican 

American School Desegre-

gation Cases, 1885-1947 

(2022). She is interested in 

knowing more about Alice 

Piper on a personal level 

and is interested in identi-

fying Stewart alumni or 

staff who have first-hand 

recollections of the former 

employee.  

Due to the distance be-

tween Georgia and Neva-

da, Professor Martinez-

Cola asked the staff of 

Stewart Indian School 

Cultural Center and Muse-

um for assistance.  Stewart 

research volunteer Ms. 

Renee Kolvet was asked to 

help.  We sincerely appre-

ciate your willingness to assist 

us in locating former alumni 

who are willing to contribute to 

this project.   

For further information, Profes-

sor Martinez-Cola can be 

reached at 470-639-0477 or 

marisella.cola@morehouse.edu 

and Ms. Kolvet can be reached 

at 702-286-8516 or rfcoro-

na2013@gmail.com 

Any information is greatly ap-

preciated.   

Looking for Stewart Indian School Alumni 
from the 1950s and early 1960s  

Photo of Alice Piper, Big Pine Paiute Tribe 

mailto:marisella.cola@morehouse.edu
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