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Tipi Erected At Thacker Pass -  

Law Enforcement Issues Final Warning 

(Orovada, NV) - Dorece Sam, 

an enrolled member of the Fort 

McDermitt Paiute-Shoshone 

Tribe, spoke during a Facebook 

livestream on Friday, saying 

“Mother’s Day is coming up. 

This here is our mother - Moth-

er Earth, and we want to protect 

her. We want to stand in unison 

with everybody. Bring your 

medicines, bring your prayers 

and good thoughts. Grandmoth-

er says this is the start of a new 

camp. It is called (Ox Sam) 

Newe Mogonee Momokonee 

Camp, meaning Indian Wom-

en’s Camp.” Ox Sam was one 

of three members of the Paiute 

tribe who survived the 1865 

massacre. 

PeeHee Mu’huh (Thacker 

Pass) is traditional, unceded 

land of the Paiute and Shosho-

ne. It is also the location of the 

lithium mining operation 

owned by Lithium Americas 

Corp. The territory is not part 

of any treaty lands ceded to the 

United States; thus Paiute, Sho-

shone and other tribal nations 

assert the land is still legally 

their country. 

The tipi was erected to support 

a ceremony which will last four 

days. Up-

Continued on Page 5 

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/dec/02/thacker-pass-lithium-mine-fight-save-sacred-land-nevada
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 Started in the early 1980s, 

The Camp News is the 

monthly publication for the 

Reno-Sparks Indian Colony  

(RSIC) community.  The 

newsletter is produced 

monthly out of the RSIC 

Public Relations Office, and 

duplicated and distributed 

by the RSIC Administration 

Front Office. 

SEND US YOUR NEWS   

   The deadline for all print 

submissions to be consid-

ered for publication in The 

Camp News is 5 p.m., the 

second Thursday of every 

month.  

CONTACT OUR STAFF 

   E-mail your submissions 

to newsletter@rsic.org, 

bsam@rsic.org or drop off 

your photos and suggested 

articles at 34 Reservation 

Road, Reno, NV 89502.   

CIRCULATION 

   If you live outside Washoe 

County and would like to 

receive The Camp News  

via U.S. Post Office, please  

contact us with your mailing 

address. 

   If you have a problem with  

delivery, please call us  

at (775) 329-2936. 

ELECTRONIC EDITION 

   For those of you who 

would prefer to get an  

electronic version of The 

Camp News or just read it 

on-line, please see:  

www.rsic.org and PDFs  

of our publication are  

available. 

   If you have questions, call 

us at 329-2936. 

Deadlines, Mailing List 

The Camp News Profile 
Important June 2023 Dates: 
3 Memorial Walk Run Virginia Lake 7:45am 
5  RSIC Higher Education Information Night 34 Multipurpose Rm. 6 –7pm 
9 Annual Reno Colony Cleanup 8am-12pm 
13  Alzheimer’s Awareness RSTHC 5:30-6:30pm 
14 Tribal Council General Meeting HV @6pm  HV Community Room. 
19  JUNETEENTH RSIC CLOSED 
20 Food Back of Northern Nevada Mobile Food Harvest HV 
24  RSTHC Health Fair 10am-3pm 
27   Commodity Food Distribution 34 Reservation Rd Admin Bldg 8am-11:45 
28   Tribal Council Economic Development/Colony Enterprise Authority  
       Meeting 6pm @ HV Community Room. HV @6pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please Note:  
- RSIC’s THPO/Cultural Resources Program’s “Wounded Souls—   
   Extracting From the Land and Our Spirits” Exhibit is open, Monday—                                                       
 Friday, 11am-6pm & Saturday’s 11am-3pm.  More Info: 775-785-1326.  
  RSIC Tribal Elections Saturday Nov. 4, 2023 7am—7pm 
 
- SAVE  THE DATE: Numaga Indian Days Powwow  is Labor Day  week-
end, September 1-3, 2023 at Hungry Valley Powwow Grounds. More in-
fo, powwow@rsic.org . 
 
 

COVID-19 Stockpile:  To request PPE, call Joanna Hicks at 775 560-0941 

www.rsic.org 

June Important Dates 

FOLLOW US AT: 

Find the most  up-to-date info on RSIC’s Facebook.  

If you’d like to receive RAVE Alert text messages,  

call/text 775-842-2902 or bsam@rsic.org or bharjo@rsic.org   

mailto:smontooth@rsic.org
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on completion of the ceremo-

ny, a camp will continue to 

press Indigenous land claims to 

the unceded traditional territo-

ry; which is currently occupied 

illegally by the Bureau of Land 

Management (BLM) and 

leased to Lithium America. 

The ceremony was authorized 

by Indigenous Grandmother 

Josephine Dick, a Paiute Elder 

from Fort McDermitt Reserva-

tion; along with Dean Barlese, 

an Elder of the Pyramid Lake 

Paiute-Shoshone; and Dorece 

Sam. Supporters are invited to 

come and pray with them; to 

come and stand with Mother 

Earth. Most of Josephine’s re-

marks were in her Native Paiute 

language and were translated on 

site. She prayed for relatives 

from all over, from sunrise to 

sunset, to come support and join 

in prayer. 

Dean Barlese said, “Like my 

auntie said, we’d like support-

ers to come out and pray with 

us. Stand here and be strong 

with us. We just need more 

people to be out here. We can 

stop this. We have the tipi here 

standing up. We have the fire 

going. We’re just asking for 

supporters to come pray with 

us. No matter if you go to 

church. Locals can come, the 

ranchers can come if you op-

pose this. They’re going to 

take your water, they’re going 

to dry it up.” 

Also present is Lakota attorney 

and activist Chase Iron Eyes, 

who spoke during the Face-

book livestream; saying that he 

came “At the invite of our el-

ders, on behalf of the Lakota 

Nation and some of the spiritu-

al leaders back home… they’re 

sending their voices here for 

our relatives. They sent the 

canvas for the tipi. It meant a 

lot for us to help put this tipi 

up for ceremony.”  

These direct actions come at a 

time when Indigenous sover-

eignty and land rights are un-

der attack in the United 

States Supreme Court. 

Indigenous Nations of 

Turtle Island are cur-

rently awaiting the ver-

dict for Haaland v. 

Brackeen, which threat-

ens to up-end the Indi-

an Child Welfare Act. 

As for PeeHee Mu’huh, former 

President Barack Obama at-

tempted to preserve the tradi-

tional site from further mining 

based on the fact that the land 

is home to the sage grouse, an 

endangered species. To the Pai-

ute, Shoshone, and other re-

gional tribes - PeeHee Mu’huh 

is a place of reverence; where 

two historic massacres oc-

curred. Attorney Will Falk, 

representing Reno-Sparks Indi-

an Colony, says that ancestral 

remains are scattered through-

out the site of the proposed 

mining operation. 

Supporters can follow Ox Sam Camp 

on Facebook (Ox Sam Camp), Twit-

ter (@oxsamcamp) and Instagram 

(@oxsamcamp). 

Article by: Last Real Indians  

More info: www.lastrealindians.com 

Continued from Page 1 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100092743623424
https://twitter.com/oxsamcamp
https://twitter.com/oxsamcamp
https://www.instagram.com/oxsamcamp
https://www.instagram.com/oxsamcamp
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Spring Time Photos by Little Buck Harjo, RSIC PR Assistant 
RSIC Fishing Day at Pyramid Lake sponsored by RSIC Recreation Dept. A few fish were caught and 

all who participated enjoyed a traditional day out at the lake.   

The other photos are of the blooming native flowers of Hungry Valley.  
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Paiute Language Skills Showcased at WCSD Competition  

Hosted at the Reno-Sparks Indian Colony  

By: Mark Hernandez, Reporter for This is Reno 

(Reno, NV) Students from four 

different schools met Thursday 

morning on May 18, 2023 for a 

friendly competition at the Re-

no-Sparks Indian Colony to 

show off their Paiute language 

skills. The Paiute Bowl has 

been around for a number of 

years and is a highlight for stu-

dents participating in the 

Washoe County School Dis-

trict’s Paiute language classes. 

The different schools that at-

tended included two from 

Washoe County – Spanish 

Springs and Reed high school – 

as well as two who aren’t – 

McDermitt School from Hum-

boldt County and Yerington 

High School.  

For two hours, students com-

peted to see who could speak 

the most Paiute in front of trib-

al elders and teachers.  

Fawn Hunter, WCSD’s Indian 

education specialist said the 

district’s world language pro-

gram offers two credits for 

graduation, including an option 

for Paiute. What’s different for 

students who choose this as 

their language course is an end-

of-the-year competition.  

“We get our schools together 

that are involved in taking the 

Paiute language class and bring 

them to a space in order for 

them to compete and show off 

what they have learned about in 

the semester,” Hunter said. 

The competition included 

matching the correct phrase 

with what was shown on a 

screen, translating Paiute ques-

tions into English, and listening 

to tribal elders ask questions in 

Paiute and answering them in 

both Paiute and English.  

“I think our community has a 

big involvement, takes part in 

our classroom during the school 

year so we have elders coming 

in or we have different partner-

ships,” Hunter said. “Reno-

Sparks Indian Colony Culture 

and Education Department 

comes in and does some cultur-

al stuff. Different people grasp 

onto or latch onto what we’re 

doing in the classroom so it is a 

Continued on Page 12 
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community effort.” 

While this was a friendly com-

petition, there were awards to 

be handed out at the end. Stu-

dents from McDermitt took 

fourth place, Yerington secured 

third place, Spanish Springs 

came in second place, and Reed 

High School landed in first 

place.  

These kinds of gatherings are 

important to the community, 

Hunter said, and help to keep 

the culture alive and well for 

future generations.  

For next year, the organizers 

said they hope to have more 

teams compete and have more 

tribal leaders present.  

WCSD will offer Paiute lan-

guage courses in three different 

high schools next year: Reed, 

Spanish Springs and Wooster. 

The curriculum doesn’t just 

teach the language but also goes 

into the history of Nevada 

bands as well as Native Ameri-

can boarding schools.  

The Paiute language program is 

available to any student looking 

to learn a language and offers 

the same level of language cred-

it as foreign languages.  

Washoe County was the first 

school district to offer Northern 

Paiute language classes in 2013. 

University of Nevada, Reno fol-

lowed with its first Paiute class 

in 2019.  

Mark Hernandez Bio: Mark was born in 

Mexico, grew up in Carson City, and has 

recently returned to Reno to continue to 

explore and get to know the city again. He 

got his journalism degree in 2018 and 

wants to continue learning photography 

for both business and pleasure. Languages 

and history are topics he likes to discuss as 

well as deplete any coffee reservoirs in 

close proximity.  

Continued from Page 11 
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RSIC EVENTS PHOTO COLAGE  
by Little Buck Harjo, RSIC Public Relations 

 Filming for documentary tentatively called “Save Yourself” to 

expose the affects of Green Energy  on minority communities. 

 Free Lunch Day from Human Services to support  

Child Abuse  Awareness Month on April 28, 2023 

 Ben Aleck Celebration Dinner at Nevada Museum of Art  

 American Indian Justice Conference, May 3-4, 2023 

 MMIP Awareness Day at RSIC on May 5, 2023 

 WCSD Multicultural Graduation Night, May 18, 2023 where the 

RSIC Powwow Club performed for an audience of over 500 

  On May 18, 2023 Chairman Melendez met with City of Sparks 

Mayor, Ed Lawson, to discuss Lands Bill and proposed plans. 
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RSIC COMMUNITY  

DUMPSTERS ARE BACK!  

RSIC Community Dumpsters have returned to Reno 

and Hungry Valley communities, as of June 1, 2023. 

Waste Management will be hauling away dumpsters 

bi-weekly.  

Reno dumpster location is  parking lot off of Park St. 

(near Anderson Park). Please note: Reno dumpster 

specifically, please do not dump wet trash (food dia-

pers, etc.). Please only dump dry trash.  

Hungry Valley dumpsters are located up and down 

Eagle Canyon Road; near Running Deer Ln. and Fan-

cy Dance Dr.  

The cost for the dumpsters will be paid out of the 

Planning EPA GAP grant.  

For more information, contact the RSIC Tribal Ad-

ministration Office  at 775-329-2936.  

Reno Dumpster near Anderson Park 

Hungry Valley dumpster, next to TLC Building & Fancy Dance Dr.  
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James Thomas, and Suzanne Thomas on their way to the 

National Indian Health Board Heroes In Health Awards 

Gala 2023, in Anchorage Alaska.  

Both are members of the RSTHC Health Board,  represented the 

RSTHC Board and RSIC Community in Anchorage, Alaska,  

May 1 to May 5 . Both attended the many informative presenta-

tions that were sponsored by the National Health Board to bring 

back idea's and challenges that are happening in Indian Country 

across the country in the coming year. 

We were treated to a Native Alaskan Culture Night which includ-

ed a dinner featuring Native Foods from the Alaskan Tribes. Plus 

a program that featured dancers from Tribes of Alaska. The next 

day we were taken on a tour of the Alaska Native Health Campus 

that was huge, that looked more like a College Campus. On 

Thursday night we attended the Dinner and awards ceremony. 

Our own Stacy Briscoe of the RSIC Diabetic Department was 

given an award for her outstanding job of running our Diabetic 

Department. She was the first non-native ever to receive an 

award by the National Indian Health Board. It was a very inspir-

ing moment to be present to see our own receive an award. I 

thank all those that made this trip possible for Suzanne and my-

self.  
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Legal / Public / Job Announcements  
Recruitment  for committee / boards 

 

Dear RSIC Community, 

My name is Reiko Arakaki and I am the new Educa-

tion Tutor for the Reno-Sparks Indian Colony in Re-

no. I am very excited to be here and look forward to 

working with you and your children. I will be here in 

the After School program providing any academic 

assistance needed and am also available any other 

time for tutoring and support.  

Please feel free to email me at rarakaki@rsic.org or 
call at 775-329-6114 ext. 7.  
 

Thank You, 

Reiko Arakaki 

mailto:rarakaki@rsic.org
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RSIC Education Department Update 
By: Julie Bryant, RSIC Education Director 

Eagle Feather Ceremony 

We had a wonderful Eagle 

Feather Ceremony on Saturday, 

May 13, 2023, in Hungry Val-

ley. It was a beautiful event 

where eleven High School 

Graduates and their families 

participated in the blessing and 

ceremony. Thank you to every-

one who attended and helped 

organize this amazing event. 

Congratulations to the gradu-

ates! 

Transition Celebration  

On Tuesday, June 20, 2023, 

from 6:00pm-8:00pm at the 

Reno Gym we will be celebrat-

ing our High School graduates 

and K-12 promotion students, 

and Higher Education/Trades 

with a special celebration. Food 

and cupcakes will be served. 

Congratulations to our High 

School graduates and promotion 

students! We are so proud of 

you! For more information 

please contact Lynette Sam at 

the Education Department at 

775-329-6114 or 

lsam@rsic.org. 

Washoe County School Dis-

trict 

The last day of school for stu-

dents in Washoe County School 

District is Wednesday, June 14, 

2023. The first day of the new 

2023-2024 school year for stu-

dents attending Washoe County 

School District Schools is Au-

gust 14, 2023. 

Washoe County School Dis-

trict Summer School 

Washoe County School District 

is offering summer school for 

students in grade Kindergarten 

through 7th grade from June 20, 

2023 to July 13, 2023. High 

School students are being of-

fered summer school for those 

needing help making up credits. 

High School summer school is 

being offered at several differ-

ent sites with varying dates, so 

please reach out to your child’s 

school counselor for registration 

details. More details can be 

found on the Washoe County 

School District’s website at 

https://www.washoeschools.net/

Page/15088.  

Higher Education 

Are you going on to college or 

vocational school? RSIC’s Edu-

cation Department may be able 

to help! Please reach out to the 

Education Department’s Higher 

Education Coordinator, Jose 

Sanchez at 775-329-6114 or 

jsanchez@rsic.org. The applica-

tion deadline with the Education 

Department for the fall is June 

30, 2023. 

Safety in our Community 

As summer is upon us, more 

kids are enjoying the weather 

outside. Please remember to be 

aware of your surroundings and 

slow down to help keep every-

one safe in our community. 

Summer Youth Employment 

Program 

Are you a youth age 14 or older 
looking to work for work this 

summer? Please reach out to 
Jose Sanchez at 775-329-6114 
or jsanchez@rsic.org  if you are 

interested in a Summer Youth 
Employment Application. Ap-
plications are due on June 16, 

2023 and the summer youth 
program starts June 22, 2023 
through July 27, 2023. 

mailto:lsam@rsic.org
https://www.washoeschools.net/Page/15088
https://www.washoeschools.net/Page/15088
mailto:jsanchez@rsic.org
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